
Modern British Values and Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development - 

Celebrating and Embracing Difference 

At The Ruth Gorse Academy we are committed to ensuring that you are provided with 
the knowledge, skills and confidence you need to become good citizens and lead 
highly successful lives in modern Britain. Opportunities to explore and engage with 
British values and SMSC are planned into your everyday lessons, assemblies and 
drop down days along with a range of artistic, cultural, sporting, dramatic, musical, 
mathematical, scientific, technological and international events. 

What are Modern British values? 

 Democracy – Britain’s system of government whereby citizens vote for who is 

in power 

At The Ruth Gorse Academy you have the right to have your voice heard through the 

election of student executive and prefect representatives, student voice, teacher 

recruitment, questionnaires and class discussions. Never pass up on your right to vote 

and have a say. 

 Rule of Law- the boundaries, rules and laws of the country imposed for our 

safety 

At The Ruth Gorse Academy you will experience rule of law through the PD system 

where you are rewarded for good behaviour and sanctioned for poor behaviour. You 

will explore the laws of Britain and the wider world through drop down days and your 

everyday lessons. 

 Individual Liberty – the ability to make your own choices (as long as they do 

not conflict with rule of law) 

At The Ruth Gorse Academy you will be encouraged to always make the right choices 

based on the options available to you as well as taking into consideration any possible 

consequences. 

 Mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 

and for those without faith- learning to respect views and beliefs that are 

different to your own.  

At The Ruth Gorse Academy you will explore the different faiths and beliefs that make 

up modern Britain. You will learn how to respectfully discuss and engage in 

conversation about different faiths and beliefs. You will also be expected to embrace 

and contribute to The GORSE Academies Trust’s theme entitled: ‘Celebrating and 

Embracing Difference’. 

 

 



 

What are the elements of SMSC? What might SMSC include? 

 Spiritual: Exploring beliefs and experiences; respecting faiths, feelings and 
values; enjoying learning about yourself, others and the surrounding world; 
using your imagination and creativity.  

 Moral: Recognising the difference between right and wrong; respecting the law; 
understanding consequences of your behaviour and actions; investigating 
moral and ethical issues; offering reasoned views. 

 Social: Using a range of social skills; participating in the local community; 
appreciating diverse viewpoints; participating, volunteering and cooperating; 
resolving conflict; engaging with the ‘British values’ of democracy, the rule of 
law, liberty, respect and tolerance. 

 Cultural: Appreciating cultural influences; appreciating and understanding the 
role of Britain's parliamentary system; participating in cultural opportunities; to 
understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity. 

 

What does SMSC look like in your lessons and around the academy? 

As you develop your SMSC awareness during your time at The Ruth Gorse Academy, 

you should be thinking about some of these following questions as you are completing 

work, involved in class discussion or involved in wider academy debate. These 

questions are by no means exhaustive but provide you with a starting point in terms 

of your SMSC exploration.  

How do we promote SMSC development in our students? 

Our SMSC audit will map where our students experience these influences in our 

school, in addition to this we have other SMSC activities that further promote 

fundamental British values: 

●     Developing not only knowledge but self-esteem and confidence 

●     Understanding right from wrong 

●     Working within and with our local community 

●     Through our vision and ethos students’ understanding that they 

have three rights and three responsibilities in this school; 

1)  The right to learn 

2)  The right to be safe 

3)  The right to respect 

and therefore; 

1)  The responsibility to let others learn 

2)  The responsibility to ensure others are safe 

3)  The responsibility to respect others 

●     Encourage respect for democracy, not only through lessons but 

by holding democratic elections for School Council members 

  

 

http://www.doingsmsc.org.uk/british-values


 

As a result of this work, we expect from our students: 

●     An understanding of how they as citizens, in our school and in their 

local community, can bring about influence through a democratic 

process 

●     An understanding regarding the rule of law and how it aims to 

protect individuals and the need for it to ensure the safety and 

wellbeing of all 

●     An understanding of the freedom of choice, particularly related 

to choice regarding faith and beliefs, and how these choices are 

protected in law 

●     An acceptance of others who hold differing beliefs, faiths and 

opinions and that tolerance is required and how discriminatory or 

prejudicial behaviour is against the values and ethos of this school but 

also is against the law 

●     An understanding of the importance of identifying discriminatory 

behaviours and actions and also understanding that action needs to 

be taken to combat such behaviours 
 

 

SMSC 

Spiritual Values 

Explore beliefs and experience; respect faiths, feelings and 

values; enjoy learning about oneself, others and the 

surrounding world; use imagination and creativity; reflect. 

1. How would different faiths and religions react to this? 

2. How has learning about this changed your views? 

3. How would you approach this differently next time? 

Moral Values 

Recognise right and wrong; respect the law; understand 

consequences;  investigate moral and ethical issues; offer 

reasoned views. 

1. What are the differences between right and wrong in this 

situation? 

2. What could be the good and bad consequences of this? 



3. How would you argue your view in this situation and how 

might someone argue against this? 

Social Values 

Use a range of social skills; participate in the local community; 

appreciate diverse viewpoints; participate, volunteer and 

cooperate; resolve conflict; engage with the 'British values' of  

democracy, the rule of law, liberty, respect and tolerance. 

1. Why might different viewpoints exist on this issue? 

2. How could this issue be resolved peacefully? 

3. Does this promote the British Values of democracy and 

respect for others and the law? 

Cultural Values 

Appreciate cultural influences; appreciate the role of Britain's 

parliamentary system;        participate in culture opportunities; 

understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity. 

1. Explain two ways this has shaped British culture today. 

2. How would this event affect people locally, nationally and 

globally? 

3. How significant is this issue in modern Britain?  
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