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   In partnership with 

March 2017 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope this letter finds you well and that you are enjoying the slightly warmer days and brighter mornings.  
Over the course of this term there have been so many fantastic events and experiences that have been 
available to the students and I wanted to share these with you. 
 
Attendance every day in school is essential for supporting students in not only making progress in their 
subject but also in creating and sustaining successful friendship groups.  As an academy our current 
attendance is 95.2% which is excellent, but we can always strive for more.  We run regular competitions with 
vouchers available for students and families for excellent attendance up to £50. 
 
Thank you for the excellent effort that went into the World Book Day costumes – I’m sure a number of you 
had a hand to play in the creative and brilliant costumes that walked through our door.  It was an excellent 
day and great to see the students getting fully involved within the activities to promote a love of reading. 
 
The World Book Day coincided with the launch of ‘Reading Circles’ across The GORSE Academies Trust.  
I’m sure you are as excited as we are about this venture; the range of Circles and the books within these will 
no doubt spark your imagination and interest too. 
 
As part of our programme of ‘Celebrating and Embracing Difference’ this term we have focused on individual 
liberty, analysing in detail the Holocaust and how this tragic event could take place.  One of the most 
memorable moments of my career was hearing Arek Hersh, Holocaust survivor, speak to our Year 9 and 
Year 7 students about this experience.  I’m sure, like me, you are proud to hear how the students listened 
with the upmost respect and asked thought-provoking questions.  
 
As we have moved into February our focus has turned to celebrating LGBT month with students leading 
assemblies around who their LGBT heroes are and why.  I’m sure you are aware of the frightening statistics 
around hate crimes towards lesbian, gay, bi and transgender people and the devastating impact this can 
have on the lives of these individuals.  Students in all years have approached this focus with maturity and 
are quick to support peers. 
 
There has also been an incredible range of extra-curricular opportunities and clubs taking place that are 
designed to support students’ interests.  Notable examples of these are dissecting a snake, preparing for our 
school production, the rowing squads and many more.  A timetable of our extra-curricular activities is 
available on The Ruth Gorse Academy website; please encourage your child to take part in as many 
opportunities as possible.    
 
Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for your on-going support in all areas of academy life.  
As an example of this, the way in which you helped to facilitate the photographs for our celebrating and 
embracing difference day led to the most amazing and diverse collection of objects, photographs, outfits and 
even a dog! 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Mrs R Taylor 
Principal 


