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Jobs of the future
Some examples of jobs that didn’t exist 20 years ago. Many more new roles will be created in the future! 

Drone pilot 
Use remote control to pilot drones for a wide 
variety of uses, from the military to the press to 
aerial archaeology and wildlife photography.

Green funeral directors 
Green funeral directors incorporate 
environmentally friendly options to meet the 
needs of families who want a green service.

Bloggers and vloggers 
Bloggers research and write blog posts, vloggers 
create video posts in a conversational style to 
engage readers online. 

Cyber security analyst 
Identifies security threats and provides 
information to software developers to improve 
system security. 

Virtual business service 
providers 
Many people are forming 
their own companies by way of 
telecommuting, offering virtual  
cloud-based services such as 
customer service, concierge services  
or even public relations from  
their homes. 

App developer 
Plans all aspects of how a user will 
navigate their way through an app. 

Search engine  
optimization specialist 
Manages clients’ paid search 
campaigns to research 
keywords and provide ideas 
to help improve the clients’ 
ranking on search sites like 
Google and Yahoo. 

3D printed clothing designer 
3D designs have recently  
appeared on catwalks. 3D printing 
presents affordable manufacturing 
possibilities. 

Big data architect  
Provides advanced technical support in the 
research, experimentation, business analysis 

and use of systems technology including 
architecture, integration capabilities and 
database management.

  Virtual reality games designer  
Designs games for virtual reality 
headsets.

Wind turbine technician 
Repairs and maintains wind turbines.

Urban agriculturalist 
Vertical farms could grow on skyscrapers in 

the middle of cities, making the most of space in 
urban environments.

The UKCES Careers of the Future report 
(December 2014) highlights 40 job areas  
it believes will be key in the future.

www.gov.uk/government/publications/
careers-of-the-future

STEM science, technology, 
engineering and maths
Most of these jobs rely on STEM and 
high level skills, linked to many of the 
job areas outlined in this publication.

In the future, businesses will be 
increasingly dependent on digital 
knowledge and numerical analytics, which 
puts a high premium on maths and physics 
skills. But the UK is falling behind other 
countries as it is not producing enough 
graduates with these skills. There is currently 
a shortage of people with STEM skills and 
employers value the skills developed in 
STEM subjects and careers.

www.yourlife.org.uk

National STEM Centre
www.stem.org.uk
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