
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

   

     

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps @ TRGA 
 

Your weekly Careers news! 15th January 2018 

Next Steps @ TRGA is a weekly newsletter which aims to provide students at TRGA with useful careers 

information, advice and ideas for the future – stay tuned for more tips and information next week! 

“Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.  

 

Monday Morning inspiration: 

“A goal without a plan is just a 

wish”. 

Antoine de Saint-Exupery 
 

I want to know more about… 

 

Got a job or career area you’d like to 

find out more about that we haven’t 

featured in the newsletter yet? 

 

Let us know by coming and 

speaking to Mr. Webb in the 

Careers Room! 

 

 

  

Need some support with 

your future plans?  

Speak to your Careers Adviser! 
 

 

 

 

You can find Mr. Webb in the Careers 

Room (203) on the 2nd floor at breaks or 

lunchtimes if you have any questions! 

Email: careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk  

cwebb@penistone-gs.uk 

 

 
For more info on Legal careers,                  

check out these links: 

https://www.lawcareers.net/ 

https://www.thelawyerportal.com/  

This week, we’ve mixed things up slightly with a career profile from a real-life 

Trainee Solicitor!  

Trainee Solicitor 
    

Career of the week 

Tom Edwards Fladgate LLP 

Tell us a little about what you do… 

I’m currently a trainee solicitor. For the first two years as a solicitor you have to try out a 

few different areas of the firm to ensure that you’re well trained in a variety of aspects of 

law, and I’m going through that process now. It’s a good way to get a lot of different 

experience before deciding which area of law you want to specialise in. 

What’s the best thing about your job? 

At the moment, I’m enjoying the 

variety of work. It’s quite a stressful 

industry and the hours can be pretty 

long, so having a variety of work 

keeps it interesting and makes sure 

you’re always on your toes. I think 

law is pretty interesting though, it’s 

an industry that is constantly 

evolving so every day there is 

something new to learn. 

What sort of challenges do you face? 

It’s a stressful job for sure. You 

work for clients who have high 

standards but often don’t know 

too much about the law so you 

have to deliver a really good 

level of service that does the 

job the client needs. Being in 

London too, the pace of things 

is very fast and clients expect a 

quick turnaround, so late nights 

are fairly common. There are a 

lot of perks to being a lawyer 

but you’re expected to put in the 

work to earn them!  

How did you get into this job? 

What skills do you need in this kind of job? 

I actually studied English at 

university originally, but as my 

graduation approached I realised I 

had no idea what I wanted to do as a 

career. The option to do a Masters in 

Law came up and I thought that 

would be a great career! After 

university I worked as a paralegal, 

and then was eventually offered my 

current job.  

English was very useful. There’s a 

lot of writing documents and letters 

in law so those skills are essential. 

I think the big three are attention to 

detail, communication skills and 

adaptability. Attention to detail is 

especially key, as in law every word in a 

document matters and you’ll probably 

be reading through hundreds of pages a 

day. You have to be able to spot 

anything that is important, so you need 

to concentrate! 

 

mailto:careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk
mailto:cwebb@penistone-gs.uk
https://www.lawcareers.net/
https://www.thelawyerportal.com/


 
 

 

 

 

Careers-related news from TRGA and the local area!  

 

 

                                                                                     

Leeds City College: 27th January (10:00-13:00)                     

/ 28th March (16:00-19:00) / 12th May (10:00-13:00) 

UTC Leeds: 17th January (18:00-19:30) 

Leeds College of Building: 8th February (17:00-19:00)               

/ 15th March (17:00-19:00) / 12th May (10:00-13:00)               

/ 4th July (17:00-19:00) / 25th July (10:00-16:00) 

Leeds Arts University: 19th May (11:00 and 12:00)                                      

/ 31st Jan + 14th March (18:30) 

Speak to Mr. Webb if you are interested in attending! 

Keeping it local! 
Stay up-to-date with some of the education, training and work 

opportunities in the Leeds City Region: 

There are lots of different 

qualifications and courses 

available at schools and 

colleges around the local area, 

from A-levels to vocational 

qualifications like BTECs! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 
Apprenticeships involve training in an 

industry while working for an employer 

– this could be in anything from Animal 

Care to Law! As well as getting paid for 

the work they do, apprentices also 

complete a qualification with a college 

or training provider and can be a good 

option for students who don’t want to 

stay in full-time education after 16! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Volunteering is a great way to 

gain work experience in lots of 

different environments – you may 

need to be 16+ or 18+ for some of 

the opportunities available but 

because you are giving your time 

for free, you can do this type of 

work experience whenever you 

have the time to commit! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 

Getting a part-time job can 

help you to develop 

valuable work skills, like 

Communication, Problem 

Solving and Motivation and 

also help you earn money! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Year 10 - Open Days 2018 

 

                                                                                     

                                                                      

 

 

…coming soon! 

Fast Tomato is a free careers software programme 

that can help students to find out what their skills 

are and what careers might suit them in the 

future! 

All students at TRGA can use Fast Tomato at 

school or at home to help them explore the variety 

of careers they may be interested in – starting 

with Year 9 this week, all students will be signed 

up to Fast Tomato in form time and given a chance 

to try out the programme later this term in PD! 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ucasprogress.com/search
https://www.hotcourses.com/
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
http://www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Becominganapprentice.aspx
https://vinspired.com/
https://do-it.org/
https://doinggoodleeds.org.uk/
https://www.indeed.co.uk/
http://www.e4s.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx

