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January 2018 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
                                                                                                                   
The course booklet aims to give you details of all the subjects which will be available for your son/daughter 
to study when he/she enters Year 10 in September 2018 for current Year 9 students. 
 
Due to the changing needs of our students, and government directives, we review our curriculum offer yearly 
so please do not assume that courses and pathways that were available to elder siblings will be the same for 
our current Year 8 and year 9. All students will study the core subjects and will then take a further three 
optional subjects. All GCSE subjects will be graded according to the reformed 9-1 grading system with grade 
4 equivalent to an old grade C and grade 7 equivalent to old grade A. BTEC and vocational courses are 
graded using the existing Distinction, Merit, Pass criteria, (with Distinction* for outstanding attainment).  
 
All students will study the following subjects: 
 

English (2 outcomes) 
Mathematics (1 outcome with Statistics as an additional outcome for most students) 
Science (2 outcomes) 
Physical Education 
Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education (through PSHCEE days) 
History or Geography (or both if desired) 

 
Students will then choose two other subjects to complete their GCSE subject profile.  
 
Please note that although we do our best to cater for everyone’s choices, this may not always be possible 
where the number of places on a course is limited by the number of teachers or the equipment and resources 
available.  We may also need to cancel courses if there is insufficient interest. Some qualificaitons and course 
content are still being approved by the Department for Education as part of ongoing reforms natioanlly. 
Although most courses in this booklet are likely to be unaffected, please be aware that a chosen course could 
change in terms of content or be dropped altogether. In this case, students would be offered alternative 
options. We work closely with our partner schools across the Trust to minimise the risk of this happening. At 
this point it is always worth reiterating that our advice in option selection is to choose subjects that are 
enjoyable and ones where students feel confident in making progress.  
 
We hope you find the information in the booklet useful and informative.  Before choices are made you will 
have the chance to talk to departmental representatives, pastoral representatives including the Year 9 
Pastoral Leaders, the Careers Advisers or a member of the Senior Leadership Team. These colleagues will 
all be at the Year 9 Options Evening on Monday 5 February at 6.30 pm. The Option Choices sheet is due in 
by Monday 16 March 2018 at the latest and must be returned to the form tutor. 
 
Yours sincerely 
                    
Mr D Craine     Mr A Moncur 
Associate Principal   Assistant Principal (Curriculum) 



Options choices 
 
All students must choose either History or Geography (but can choose both).  
 
Students who may wish to apply for a place at University should strongly consider choosing a 
language (French or Spanish) within their two options choices after choosing History or Geography. 
This will make them eligible for the English Baccalaureate qualification. There will be students, 
however, who have a very specific career choice in mind that does not require these combinations 
and we understand that studying a language is not the correct choice for all students. If you are 
unsure about whether to choose a language or not, or you have any other questions about the 
options procedures, you will be able to have an interview at the Options Evening itself or you can 
make an appointment on the evening to come into the academy for an interview during the week 
beginning Monday 26 February.  
 
The full list of options available is as follows, content of each course could be subject to change: 
 

BTEC Art & Design Vocational ICT 
BTEC Business Studies GCSE Media Studies 
GCSE Computer Science BTEC Music 
Vocational Creative Studies in Craft  BTEC Performing Arts 
Vocational Food and Cookery GCSE Product Design (Graphics)  
GCSE French GCSE Religious Studies 
GCSE Geography GCSE Spanish 
GCSE History BTEC Sports Studies 

 
Please complete the Options Choices form at the back of this booklet and include two reserve 
subjects in case it is not possible to give you all of your first choices. 
 
Alternative provision 
 
We know that there are students for whom this selection of GCSE subjects is not appropriate. For 
these students we will prepare a curriculum designed to meet their needs. If we feel your child will 
benefit from an alternative provision we will contact you directly and invite you to come to the 
academy to discuss this programme of study.  
 
At this stage all students should choose from the options in this booklet. This will help us to create 
an appropriate programme of study for our alternative provision. 
 
Please note that there will be two opportunities to listen to the information giving 
presentation in the Auditorium from 6.30pm on the evening. 
 
	



Making a choice from the option list: Our top tips!  

1. Be realistic about your son/daughter’s abilities 
 

2. Choose subjects which he/she will enjoy studying 
 

3. Aim at a balance of subjects 
 

4. If in doubt about the choices, discuss this at the Options Evening with one of the 
following members of staff: 

a. Members of the Senior Leadership Team who will be in the Dining Hall 
 

b. Mr Plummer and Miss Barker (Heads of Year 8 and 9) 

c. Careers Advisors 

d. Or make an appointment to come in to talk through choices with us in the 
following week 

 
5. Certain grades are required for certain careers and for higher education.  If your 

son/daughter has a definite career in mind, then discuss which subjects are essential 
for that career with the above-named staff.  It is anticipated that most Year 8 and Year 
9 students will not have decided upon a career at this stage and many of those who 
have decided may wish to change their career aim at a later time.  Therefore, it is wise 
to select subjects which allow the widest possible career choice in later years. 
 

6. Please ensure you do not let your son/daughter choose a subject because a friend is 
taking that subject or because he/she expects to be taught by a particular member of 
staff. There are no guarantees which member of staff will teach which group and which 
students will be in which group. 

   
 
Although it is the intention to give parents and students a major role in choosing subjects, it may not 
be possible, because of staffing levels, student numbers or because the choice is educationally 
unwise, to agree to all choices made by parents and students.  In such instances final decisions will 
rest with the Principal of the academy. 
 
 
 
	



English Baccalaureate 
Option Subjects 

	

The English Baccalaureate is made up of the following subjects: 

English 

Mathematics 

Science 

Geography or History (or both) 

Modern Foreign Languages (French or Spanish)  

Computer Science  

Students wishing to go to University are advised to consider 
studying a Modern Foreign Language (although students not 
wishing to attend University can also opt for a language). 
	



English	Language	and	English	Literature	

GCSE	English	Language	(9-1)	EDUQAS	
All	of	the	texts	will	have	not	been	pre-prepared	by	students.	The	exam	tests	a	student’s	individual	ability	to	interpret	
and	respond	to	a	text	using	the	skills	they	have	practised.	
	 Component	1-	Creative-	1	hour	45	minutes	(40%)	 Component	2-	Transactional-	2	hours	(60%)	

Re
ad

in
g	

You	are	given	one	extract	from	a	piece	of	fiction.	
You	will	be	asked	a	number	of	questions	on	this	
extract	which	test	your	ability	to:	
- select	and	retrieve	information	
- infer	things	that	are	hinted	at	
- appreciate	a	writer’s	craft	
- evaluate	an	opinion	

You	are	given	two	extracts	from	19th	Century	and	21st	
Century	non-fiction.	You	will	be	asked	a	number	of	
questions	on	these	extracts	which	test	your	ability	to:	
- select	and	retrieve	information	
- infer	things	that	are	hinted	at	
- appreciate	a	writer’s	craft	
- evaluate	an	opinion	
- Collate	and	summarise	information	from	multiple	

sources.	

W
rit
in
g	

You	will	have	to	write	ONE	piece	of	creative	
writing	from	a	choice	of	titles.	These	titles	may	ask	
you	to:	
- Write	about	a	time	a	particular	thing	

happened.	
- Write	a	story	with	a	particular	title.	
- Start	a	story	with	a	particular	phrase.	
- Finish	a	story	with	a	particular	phrase.	

You	will	have	to	write	TWO	pieces	of	transactional	writing.	
You	will	not	have	a	choice	in	your	format	or	topic.		
You	may	be	asked	to	write	one	of	the	following:	
- A	speech	
- An	article	
- A	review	
- A	letter	
- A	report	

To	a	particular	audience:	
- Your	local	community	
- Your	year	group	at	school	
- Your	friend	or	family	member	

	
GCSE	English	Literature	(9-1)	AQA	
All	the	texts,	with	the	exception	of	the	unseen	poetry,	will	have	been	studied	prior	to	the	exam.	However,	students	will	
not	have	copies	of	the	text	in	the	exam	other	than	the	extract	printed	as	part	of	the	question.	
Paper	1-	Shakespeare	and	the	19th	Century	Novel		
1	hour	45	minutes	

Paper	2-	Modern	texts	and	Poetry	
2	hours	15	minutes	

Macbeth-	Shakespeare	
- An	extract	will	be	included	and	students	will	

be	asked	to	explore	how	a	character	or	
theme	is	presented	in	that	extract	and	
compare	it	to	how	it	is	presented	in	the	play	
as	a	whole	

An	Inspector	Calls-	JB	Priestly	
- Choose	one	of	two	possible	questions	on	how	a	

character	or	a	theme	is	presented	in	the	play.	
Students	will	not	be	given	an	extract.	

A	Christmas	Carol-	Charles	Dickens	
- An	extract	will	be	included	and	students	will	

be	asked	to	explore	how	a	character	or	
theme	is	presented	in	that	extract	and	
compare	it	to	how	it	is	presented	in	the	play	
as	a	whole	

Poetry-	Conflict.		
- Students	will	have	studied	15	poems.	One	poem	

will	be	named	for	study	in	the	exam.	Students	
will	compare	this	named	poem	they	have	studied	
with	their	choice	of	another	poem	they	have	
studied.	

	
	

Poetry-	Unseen.		
- Analyse	a	poem	you	have	never	seen	before.	
- Compare	it	with	another	poem		you	have	never	

seen	before	
	
Forms	of	Assessment:	Linear.	All	exams	will	be	sat	in	the	summer	of	Year	11	
	



Progression	Routes	A	Level	English	Language	and	English	Literature.	University	Honours	Degree	in	English	Literature	
and	English	Language		
	
Career	Prospects:	A	GCSE	in	English	is	vital	for	your	future.	It	proves	to	an	employer	that	you	can	communicate	
effectively	with	clients,	colleagues	and	customers	as	well	as	being	able	to	interpret	things	you	are	given	to	read	
(reports,	letters,	instructions	etc.).	
	
If	you	wish	to	capitalise	on	your	love	of	English	more	specifically,	you	may	find	yourself	exploring:	

- Law	
- Journalism:	online	and	print	
- Media	based	jobs:	TV,	film,	online,	writing	
- Teaching	
- Performing	arts	based	jobs:	acting,	singer/songwriter	



GCSE	Mathematics		

GCSE	Mathematics		(9-1)	
QN:	EDEXCEL		1MA1		
	
Core	Mathematics			
Mathematics	is	a	core	subject	which	all	students	will	study.		Dependent	on	ability,	students	will	study	either	the	
Foundation	or	Higher	level	syllabus.			
	
Both	involve	the	study	of	the	five	strands	of	mathematics:	Algebra,	Number,	Geometry,	Ratio	and	Proportion	and	
Statistics	and	Probability.		
	
It	is	a	requirement	that	you	are	able	to	apply	the	Mathematics	they	learn	to	practical	and	real-life	situations.		There	is	
an	expectation	that	you	develop	strong	problem-solving	and	reasoning	skills	and	resilience	in	order	to	be	successful.	
	
Course	Outline:	
All	students	will	study	topics	that	extend	from	Key	Stage	3	and	allow	them	to	achieve	aspirational	targets.	Hard	work	
and	an	excellent	attitude	to	learning	are	a	must.	
	
GCSE	Mathematics	is	a	highly	valued	qualification;	the	course	requires	you	to	develop	your	ability	to	reason	and	make	
decisions.		You	will	also	need	to	be	able	to	communicate	well	and	explain	your	ideas	fully.	
	
Forms	of	Assessment:		
You	will	be	assessed	through	three	examinations	at	the	end	of	Year	11	which	account	for	100%	of	their	grade:	one	non-
calculator	and	two	calculator	exams;	each	is	1	hour	30	minutes	long.	
	
GCSE	Statistics		
Alongside	core	Mathematics	students	will	also	have	the	opportunity	to	study	an	additional	GCSE	in	Statistics.	All	
students	will	complete	this	qualification	giving	them	a	wider	skillset	to	allow	them	to	be	successful	at	A-Level.	The	
qualification	will	allow	you	to	develop	a	knowledge	and	understanding	of	statistical	thinking	and	practice	and	how	to	
use	statistics	in	the	real	word,	acquiring	transferable	skills	and	knowledge	which	will	enhance	your	career	opportunities.			
	
Progression	Routes:	A-Level	mathematics.	University	Honours	Degree	in	Mathematics	at	any	university.			
	
Career	Prospects:	Mathematical	modelling,	Accountancy,	Computing,	Engineering,	Data	Analyst.	The	career	
opportunities	with	a	good	mathematics	qualification	are	endless:	“Mathematics	is	the	Queen	of	Science”.	
(Carl	Friedrich	Gauss)	



	Science		

GCSE	Science	(9-1)	
QN	601/8758/X		
Trilogy	Combined	Science		
	
What	is	GCSE	Science?			
The KS3 curriculum is designed to develop subject knowledge and science skills that will enable students to be successful at GCSE.  
Students in Year 9 will begin work towards their GCSE science qualifications.  Students will gain GCSEs in combined science and follow 
the Trilogy Pathway.  Trilogy includes subject content from biology, chemistry and physics and is designed to allow progression onto A 
level science courses. 
 
Students will receive a double grade in Science e.g. 7-7, 6-5. This reflects the fact that Science is worth 2 GCSEs.    

Course	Outline	

Paper	1	 Paper	2	

Biology	
● Cell	Biology;		
● Organisation;		
● Infection	and	response;	
● Bioenergetics.	

Biology	 	 		 		 		 	 	
● Homeostasis	and	response;	
● 	Inheritance,	variation	and	evolution;		
● 	Ecology		

	 	 	 	 	 	

Chemistry	
● Atomic	structure	and	the	periodic	table;		
● Bonding,	structure,	and	the	properties	of	matter;	
● Quantitative	chemistry;		
● Chemical	changes;		
● Energy	changes.		

Chemistry	 	 		 		 		 	 	
● The	rate	and	extent	of	chemical	change;		
● Organic	chemistry;		
● Chemical	analysis;		
● Chemistry	of	the	atmosphere;	and	Using	resources		

	 	
	

Physics	
● Energy;		
● Electricity;		
● Particle	model	of	matter;		
● Atomic	structure.		

Physics	
● Forces;		
● Waves;		
● Magnetism	and	electromagnetism		

	 	 	 	 	

	
The practical aspect for Science is assessed within the framework of working scientifically – students will complete 21 compulsory 
practicals that will be assessed within questions across the 6 examination papers (15% of examinations).	 	
	
Forms	of	Assessment	
Paper	1	 Paper	2	
Biology	 	 	 	

● Written	exam:	1	hour	15	minutes	
● Foundation	and	Higher	Tier	
● 70	mark	
● 16.7%	of	GCSE		 	 	

Biology	 	 	 	
● Written	exam:	1	hour	15	minutes	
● Foundation	and	Higher	Tier	
● 70	mark	
● 16.7%	of	GCSE		

Chemistry	
● Written	exam:	1	hour	15	minutes	
● Foundation	and	Higher	Tier	
● 70	mark	
● 16.7%	of	GCSE		 	

Chemistry	
● Written	exam:	1	hour	15	minutes	
● Foundation	and	Higher	Tier	
● 70	mark	
● 16.7%	of	GCSE		 	

Physics	
● Written	exam:	1	hour	15	minutes	
● Foundation	and	Higher	Tier	
● 70	mark	
● 16.7%	of	GCSE		 	

Physics	
● Written	exam:	1	hour	15	minutes	
● Foundation	and	Higher	Tier	
● 70	mark	
● 16.7%	of	GCSE		 	

	
Progression	Routes:	A	Level	Biology,	Chemistry	and	Physics.	University	Honours	Degree	in	Science.		
	
Career	Prospects:	A	qualification	in	science	is	desirable	for	most	career	routes,	especially	within	the	fields	of	STEM	(Science,	Technology,	
Engineering	and	Mathematics),	research,	and	medicine	and	provides	an	excellent	skills	base	for	working	in	fields	such	as	Sport,	Cookery,	Computer	
Science	and	Mathematics.	



Geography	

GCSE	Geography	(9-1)	AQA	
Unit	1:	Living	with	the	physical	environment	
Unit	2:	Challenges	in	the	human	environment	
Unit	3:	Geographical	applications	and	skills	
	
Why	choose	Geography?			
In	this	qualification,	students	will	travel	the	world	from	their	classroom,	exploring	case	studies	in	the	United	Kingdom	
(UK),	higher	income	countries	(HICs),	newly	emerging	economies	(NEEs)	and	lower	income	countries	(LICs).	
	
Topics	 of	 study	 include	 climate	 change,	 poverty,	 deprivation,	 global	 shifts	 in	 economic	 power	 and	 the	 challenge	 of	
sustainable	 resource	 use.	 Students	 are	 also	 encouraged	 to	 understand	 their	 role	 in	 society,	 by	 considering	 different	
viewpoints,	values	and	attitudes.	This	qualification	is	linear,	meaning	that	students	will	sit	all	three	exams	at	the	end	of	
the	course.	Geography	will	help	you	develop	your	communication	and	teamwork	skills,	as	you’ll	often	work	on	group	
projects	and	you	will	go	on	2	field	trips.	You	will	also	develop	your	research	and	analysis	skills	 including	in	IT,	 lab	and	
fieldwork,	which	means	you	will	be	able	to	collect	and	look	for	patterns	in	data.	Employers	appreciate	the	mix	of	technical	
and	social	skills	people	get	from	studying	geography,	which	they	see	as	very	transferable,	making	them	useful	for	a	great	
variety	of	jobs.	
	
Course	Outline:	
Unit	1:	Living	with	the	physical	
environment	

Unit	2:	Challenges	in	the	human	
environment	

Unit	3:	Geographical	applications	and	
skills	
	

• Section	A:	The	challenge	of	
natural	hazards	explores	
Weather	Hazards,	Climate	
Change	and	Tectonic	hazard.	

• Section	B:	The	living	world	
explores	ecosystems,	tropical	
rainforests	and	hot	deserts	or	
cold	environments	

• Section	C:	Physical	
landscapes	in	the	UK	–	
explores	Coastal	landscapes,	
river	landscapes	and	glacial	
landscape	in	the	UK.	

• Section	A:	Urban	issues	and	
challenges	explores	the	
urban	world,	urban	change	in	
the	UK,	and	sustainable	
urban	development.	

• Section	B:	The	changing	
economic	world	explores	the	
development	gap,	Nigeria’s	
NEE	and	the	changing	UK	
economy.	

• Section	C:	The	challenge	of	
resource	management	
explores	resource,	food,	
water	and	energy	
management	

• Issue		evaluation	
• Fieldwork	
• Geographical	skills		

	
Forms	of	Assessment:		
Unit	1:	Living	with	the	physical	
environment	

Unit	2:	Challenges	in	the	human	
environment	

Unit	3:	Geographical	applications	and	
skills		

• 35%	
• Written	paper	
• 1	hours	30	minutes		

• 35%	
• Written	Paper	
• 1	hour	30	minutes	

• 30%	
• 	This	will	be	assessed	by	a	1	

hour	and	15	minutes	exam	
using	a	Pre-release	resources	
booklet	made	available	12	
weeks	before	the	exam	

	

Progression	Routes:	A	Level	Geography.		
	

Career	Prospects:	Popular	careers	for	people	with	geography	qualifications	include:	town	or	transport	planning,	
surveying,	conservation,	sustainability,	waste	and	water	management,	environmental	planning,	tourism,	and	weather	
forecasting.	The	army,	police,	government,	research	organisations,	law	and	business	world	also	make	us	of	the	practical	



research	skills	that	geographers	develop.	Because	geographers	learn	about	human	and	population	development,	
geography	can	be	useful	for	jobs	in	charity	and	international	relations	also.	



History	

GCSE	History	(9-1)	
Unit	1:	British	History	
Unit	2:	History	Around	Us	
Unit	3:	World	History		
	
Why	choose	History?			
	
This	 qualification	 will	 build	 on	 the	 knowledge,	 understanding	 and	 skills	 established	 through	 the	 History	
elements	of	the	Key	Stage	3	programme	of	study.	The	course	is	designed	to	not	only	to	cover	historical	periods	
in	detail,	but	to	build	key	skills	that	are	vital	to	further	study.	
	
History	encourages	learners	to	become	curious,	to	develop	their	own	opinions	based	on	a	respect	for	evidence,	
and	to	build	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	present	by	engaging	with	and	questioning	the	past.	The	course	
encourages	learners	to	engage	with	a	wide	range	of	written	and	visual	interpretations:	academic,	educational,	
popular	and	fictional.	The	options	for	each	study	cover	a	wide	range	of	fascinating	history,	introducing	different	
periods,	places	and	cultures,	and	engaging	learners	with	different	approaches	to	studying	history.	A	balance	
across	periods	is	maintained	by	providing	an	equal	number	of	options	for	medieval,	early	modern	and	modern	
history.	
	
Course	Outline:	
Unit	1:	British	History	 Unit	2:	History	Around	Us	 Unit	3:	World	History		

	
• People’s	Health,	c	1250	to	

present	–	a	thematic	study	of	
life	in	Britain	

• 	The	Elizabethans,	1580-1603	
–	an	interpretations	study	of	
the	latter	stages	of	
Elizabethan	England	

• Local	site	investigation,	
looking	at	changes	over	time	
–	we	will	be	focusing	on	
Temple	Newsam	in	Leeds	

• It	provides	a	valuable	
approach	to	studying	history,	
and	helps	students	to	find	a	
connection	with	people’s	
lives	in	the	past.	

• The	Making	of	America	–	
Period	study	looking	at	the	
development	of	America	as	a	
powerhouse	

• Living	under	Nazi	Rule,	1933-
1945	–	a	depth	study	into	life	
for	citizens	in	Germany	during	
the	Nazi	regime		

	
Forms	of	Assessment:		
Unit	1:	British	History	 Unit	2:	History	Around	Us	 Unit	3:	World	History		

	
• Worth	40%	
• 80	marks	
• Written	paper	
• 1	hours	45	minutes		

• Worth	20%	
• 50	marks	
• Written	Paper	
• 1	hour	

• Worth	40%	
• 80	marks	
• Written	paper	
• 1	hours	45	minutes	
	

	
Progression	Routes:	A	Level	History		
	
Career	Prospects:	A	qualification	in	History	is	flexible	for	a	number	of	different	career	options.	It	is	most	
suitable	for	careers	in	Education,	Journalism,	Archaeology,	Research,	Broadcasting	and	Archiving.		



GCSE	French	

GCSE	French	(9-1)	
QAN	code:	601/8157/6	(AQA)	
	
Why	should	you	continue	to	study	French?	
Whilst	 language	 are	 undoubtedly	 challenging	 they	 also	 offer	 students	 unique	 perspectives	 on	 culture,	 language	 and	
opportunities	within	a	workplace	beyond	UK	borders.	
	
MFL	study	has	long	been	a	desired	component	of	a	student’s	academic	experience	and	certainly	some	universities	prize	
language	study	for	the	breadth	it	gives	them	as	well	as	being	an	indicator	of	academic	rigor	and	their	resilience.		
	
The	workplace	is	changing	rapidly	and	as	the	UK	moves	into	a	new	positon	relative	to	trading	partners	in	the	EU,	an	ability	
to	learn	and	use	key	language	such	as	French	will	be	deemed	ever	more	desirable	by	universities	and	employers.		
	
MFL	study	can	also	reinforce	learning	in	English	Language	and	help	students	develop	precision	and	rigor	in	their	general	
communication.		
	
How	will	you	be	assessed?	
The	four	skills	(reading,	writing,	listening	and	speaking)	will	be	assessed	at	the	end	of	Year	11	in	exams	and	are	equally	
weighted.		
	
Paper	1:	Listening—understanding	and	responding	to	different	types	of	spoken	language.	
·	Section	A—questions	and	answers	in	English	
·	Section	B—questions	and	answers	in	French	
Paper	2:	Speaking—communicating	and	interacting	effectively	in	speech	for	a	variety	of	purposes	
·	Examined	by	the	class	teacher	
·	The	exam	is	split	into	3	sections:	
1.	Role-play	
2.	Photo	card	
3.	Conversation	
Paper	3:	Reading—Understanding	and	responding	to	different	types	of	written	language	
·	Section	A—questions	and	answers	in	English	
·	Section	B—questions	and	answers	in	French	
·	Section	C—translation	from	French	into	English	
Paper	4:	Writing—Communicating	effectively	in	writing	for	a	variety	of	purposes	
	
What	will	you	study?	
	All	of	the	topics	are	based	around	three	main	themes.	The	good	news	is,	we’ve	already	started!	
		
Theme	1:	Identity	and	Culture	
	

Theme	2:	local,	national,	
international	and	global	areas	of	
interest	
	

Theme	3:	current	and	future	study	
and	employment	
	

Me	and	my	family	and	friends	
Technology	in	everyday	life	
Free	time	activities	
Customs	and	festivals	in	French	
speaking	countries/communities	
	

Home,	town,	neighbourhood	
and	region	
Social	issues	
Global	issues	
Travel	and	Tourism	

	

My	studies	
Life	at	school/college	
Education	post-16	

	

		
Progression	Routes:	A-Level	French,	Language	degree,	European	studies,	Translation,	PGCE	
	



Career	Prospects:	Translating	and	interpreting,	travel	and	tourism,	engineering,	manufacturing,	business	services,	
finance,	law,	manufacturing	and	many	more.		



GCSE	Spanish	

GCSE	Spanish	(9-1)	
QAN	code:	601/8160/6	(AQA)	

	
Why	should	you	choose	to	study	Spanish?	

• Spanish	is	the	official	language	of	21	countries,	and	is	the	second	most	common	first	language	across	the	world.		
• Spanish	is	a	fairly	easy	language	because	it	is	largely	phonetic.	A	GCSE	in	a	language	is	a	great	qualification	to	add	to	

your	CV.		
• You	will	stand	out	from	the	crowd.	Choosing	Spanish	for	GCSE	will	help	your	CV	stand	out	from	the	majority.		
• There	are	lots	of	similarities	between	French	and	Spanish	so	your	previous	language	learning	will	help	you	develop	

your	Spanish.		
• Knowing	Spanish	will	seriously	enhance	your	travelling	experiences.	If	you	are	passionate	about	travelling,	then	

obtaining	a	solid	grasp	of	Spanish	will	allow	you	to	more	fully	experience	the	cultures	of	Spanish-speaking	countries	
like	Mexico,	Colombia,	Peru,	Chile	and	Cuba.	Hispanic	culture	is	fascinating	and	somewhat	underrepresented,	so	
learning	about	the	culture,	along	with	the	language,	will	definitely	be	a	rewarding,	revealing	and	exciting	
experience.	

How	will	you	be	assessed?	
The	four	skills	(reading,	writing,	listening	and	speaking)	will	be	assessed	at	the	end	of	Year	11	in	exams	and	are	equally	
weighted.		
	
Paper	1:	Listening—understanding	and	responding	to	different	types	of	spoken	language.	
·	Section	A—questions	and	answers	in	English	
·	Section	B—questions	and	answers	in	Spanish	
Paper	2:	Speaking—communicating	and	interacting	effectively	in	speech	for	a	variety	of	purposes	
·	Examined	by	the	class	teacher	
·	The	exam	is	split	into	3	sections:	
1.	Role-play	
2.	Photo	card	
3.	Conversation	
Paper	3:	Reading—Understanding	and	responding	to	different	types	of	written	language	
·	Section	A—questions	and	answers	in	English	
·	Section	B—questions	and	answers	in	Spanish	
·	Section	C—translation	from	Spanish	into	English	
Paper	4:	Writing—communicating	effectively	in	writing	for	a	variety	of	purposes	
	
What	will	you	study?	
All	of	the	topics	are	based	around	three	main	themes.		
		
Theme	1:	Identity	and	Culture	
	

Theme	2:	local,	national,	
international	and	global	areas	of	
interest	
	

Theme	3:	current	and	future	study	
and	employment	
	

§ Me	and	my	family	and	
friends	

§ Technology	in	everyday	life	
§ Free	time	activities	
§ Customs	and	festivals	in	

Spanish	speaking	
countries/communities	

	

§ Home,	town,	neighbourhood	
and	region	

§ Social	issues	
§ Global	issues	
§ Travel	and	Tourism	

	

§ My	studies	
§ Life	at	school/college	
§ Education	post-16	

	

		



Progression	Routes:	A-Level	Spanish,	Language	degree,	European	studies,	Translation,	PGCE	
	
Career	Prospects:	Translating	and	interpreting,	travel	and	tourism,	engineering,	manufacturing,	business	services,	
finance,	law,	manufacturing	and	many	more.		



GCSE	Computer	Science	9-1	

GCSE	Computer	Science	(9-1)	
QN	601/8335/X	
Unit	1:	Computer	Systems	
Unit	2:	Computational	thinking,	algorithms	and	programming	
Unit	3:	Programming	Project		
	
Why	choose	Computer	Science?			
This	 qualification	 will	 build	 on	 the	 knowledge,	 understanding	 and	 skills	 established	 through	 the	 Computer	 Science	
elements	of	the	Key	Stage	3	programme	of	study.	The	course	is	designed	to	not	only	provide	a	solid	basis	of	understanding	
but	to	engage	you	and	get	you	thinking	about	real	world	application	of	Computer	Science.			
	
This	course	will	encourage	you	to	understand	and	apply	the	fundamental	principles	and	concepts	of	Computer	Science,	
including	 abstraction,	 decomposition,	 and	 logic,	 algorithms,	 and	 data	 representation.	 You	 will	 analyse	 problems	 in	
computational	 terms	 through	 practical	 experience	 of	 solving	 problems,	 including	 designing,	 writing	 and	 debugging	
programs.	Computer	Science	will	allow	you	to	think	creatively,	innovatively,	analytically,	logically	and	critically.		
	
The	course	will	allow	you	to	understand	the	components	that	make	up	digital	systems,	and	how	they	communicate	with	
one	another	and	with	other	systems.	As	well	as	this	you	will	consider	the	impacts	of	digital	technology	to	the	individual	
and	to	wider	society.		
	
Course	Outline:	
Unit	1:	Computer	Systems	 Unit	2:	Computational	thinking,	

algorithms	and	programming	
Unit	3:	Programming	Project		
	

• Systems	Architecture	
• Memory	
• Storage	
• Wired	and	wireless	

networks	
• Network	topologies,	

protocols	and	layers	
• System	security	
• System	software	
• Ethical,	legal,	cultural	and	

environmental	concerns		

• Algorithms	
• Programming	techniques	
• Producing	robust	programs	
• Computational	logic	
• Translators	and	facilities	of	

languages	
• Data	representation		

• Programming	techniques	
• Analysis	
• Design	
• Development	
• Testing	and	evaluation	and	

conclusions		

	
Forms	of	Assessment:		
Unit	1:	Computer	Systems	 Unit	2:	Computational	thinking,	

algorithms	and	programming	
Unit	3:	Programming	Project		
	

• 40%	
• 80	marks	
• Written	paper	
• 1	hours	30	minutes		

• 40%	
• 80	marks	
• Written	Paper	
• 1	hour	30	minutes	

• 20%	
• 40	marks	
• Programming	Project	(non-

exam	assessment)		
• Totalling	20	hours		

	
Progression	Routes:	A	Level	Computer	Science.	University	Honours	Degree	in	Computer	Science.		
	
Career	Prospects:	A	qualification	in	Computer	Science	is	suitable	for	careers	in	software	application	development,	
computer	system	analytics,	computer	systems	engineering,	web	development,	computer	programming	plus	many	
more.			



Option 
Subjects 

	

Students should choose their remaining subjects from the following list and 
include 2 reserves: 

 
BTEC Art and Design 

BTEC Business Studies 
VCERT Creative Studies in Craft  

VCERT Food and Cookery  
Vocational ICT 
BTEC Music 

BTEC Performing Arts 
GCSE Product Design (Graphics) 

GCSE Religious Studies 
BTEC Sports Studies 

 
	



BTEC	Art	and	Design	

BTEC	level	1/level	2	First	Award	in	Art	and	Design	
QN:	600/4781/1	
Unit	1:	Introduction	to	Specialist	pathways	
Unit	2:	Creative	project	in	Art	and	Design	
Unit	4:	Communicating	ideas	in	3D	
Unit	5:	Developing	an	Art	and	Design	portfolio	
	
Why	choose	BTEC	Art	and	Design?			
	
BTEC	Art	and	Design	is	a	vocational	qualification	designed	to	enhance	a	student’s	knowledge	and	understanding	of	the	
artistic	techniques	and	processes	used	within	the	ever-growing	design	industry.	The	BTEC	Art	and	Design	qualification	
caters	for	students	that	will	benefit	from	guided	learning	through	a	wide	range	of	art	disciplines.	
	
The	skills	developed	through	an	Art	and	Design	course	will	prepare	students	for	further	education	or	any	career	path	
that	requires	presentation	skills,	an	eye	for	aesthetics,	a	creative	mindset	and	critical	thinking.	
	
Course	Outline:	
Unit	1:		Introduction	to	
Specialist	pathways	

Unit	2:	Creative	project	in	
Art	and	Design		

Unit	4:	Communicating	
ideas	in	3D	
	

Unit	5:	Developing	an	Art	
and	Design	portfolio	

• Design	crafts	(clay	
work,	textiles,	
paper)		

• Photography	(digital	
editing)		

• Visual	arts	(painting,	
drawing,	
sculptural,	digital)	

• Visual	
communication	
(graphic,	design,	
craft)	
	

• Record,	research	and	
explore	materials	to	
produce	a	final	piece	
in	response	to	a	
client	brief.		

• A	range	of	2D	and	
3D	techniques	

• Carving,	clay	work,	
sculpture,	
installation,	relief	
sculpture	

• Developing	design	
ideas	and	
maquettes	

• Artist	research	
• Health	and	safety		

• Artist	research	
• Presentation	skills	
• Presenting	a	

portfolio	(paper	
based	and	digital)	

	
Forms	of	Assessment:		
Unit	1:	Introduction	to	
specialist	pathways	

Unit	2:	Creative	project	in	
art	and	design	

Unit	4:	Communicating	
ideas	in	3D		
	

Unit	5:		Developing	an	Art	
and	Design	portfolio	

• Coursework	(25%)	
• Art	portfolio	

	

• Externally	assessed	
assignment	(25%)	

• 10	hour	exam	
• 12	week	preparatory	

period	

• Coursework	(25%)	
• Art	portfolio	

• Coursework	(25%)	
• Art	portfolio	

	
Progression	 Routes:	BTEC	 level	 3	 Art	 and	 Design,	 Foundation	 degree	 (Art	 and	 Design,	 Fashion	 and	 textiles,	 Graphic	
Design)	BA	(Hons)	Art	and	design,	Design	apprenticeships.		
Career	Prospects:	A	qualification	in	Art	and	Design	presents	the	opportunity	for	a	career	as	a	freelance	artist,	illustrator,	
architect,	art	therapist,	graphic	designer,	fashion	designer,	textile	designer,	gallery	curator	and	many	more.		
	
	



BTEC	Business	Studies	

Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Business	
QN: 600/4786/0 
Unit	1:	Enterprise	in	the	Business	World	
Unit	2:	Finance	for	Business	
Unit	4:	Principles	of	Customer	Service		
Unit	8:	Recruitment,	Selection	and	Employment	
	
Why	choose	Business	Studies?			
In	Business	Studies,	students	will	learn	the	skills	they	will	need	to	start	up,	run	and	grow	their	very	own	business.	
Students	will	 study	a	broad	 range	of	essential	 aspects	of	business	 including	 finance,	product	development,	
advertising,	 recruitment	 and	 customer	 service.	 Skills	 such	 as	 budgeting,	 calculating	 costs	 and	 financial	
management	will	help	students	when	running	a	business	but	they	are	also	transferrable,	practical	skills	useful	
to	students	in	everyday	life.		
	
Course	Outline:	
Unit	1	focuses	on	developing	an	initial	business	idea.	Students	will	come	up	with	their	own	business	idea	which	
they	then	develop	by	creating	their	own	business	plan.	Within	the	plan	students	will	consider	the	start	up	and	
running	costs	of	the	business	and	their	expected	incomes	to	work	out	a	profit	forecast.	They	will	chose	some	
premises	for	the	business	and	consider	recruiting	staff	and	advertising	their	product/service.	
	
Unit	2	focuses	students	on	being	able	to	understand	business	finance.	Students	will	learn	about	different	types	
of	 costs	 and	 business	 revenue	 to	 work	 out	 profit.	 Students	 will	 develop	 this	 knowledge	 further	 to	 study	
breakeven	points,	cash	flow	forecasts	and	balance	sheets.	
	
Unit	4	focuses	on	the	principles	of	customer	service.	Students	will	learn	about	both	good	and	bad	customer	
service	 techniques	and	how	customer	service	can	have	on	 the	success	of	businesses.	Students	will	practise	
customer	service	skills	and	will	study	which	aspects	of	customer	service	are	important	to	different	businesses.	
	
Unit	8	considers	recruitment	and	selection.	Students	will	learn	how	to	place	job	adverts	and	how	to	respond	to	
job	adverts.	They	will	 learn	how	to	write	a	job	description	and	person	specification	if	they	were	to	recruit	a	
member	of	staff	to	their	business	and	students	will	consider	the	characteristics	they	would	look	for	in	a	person	
before	offering	a	 candidate	a	position.	This	unit	 teaches	valuable	 skills	which	will	help	with	 interviews	and	
gaining	employment	in	the	future.			
	
Forms	of	Assessment:		
Unit & Title Assessment Method Weighting 
1 – Enterprise in the Business World Coursework 25% 
2 – Finance for Business Exam (max mark 50) 25% 
4 – Principles of Customer Service Coursework 25% 
8 – Recruitment, Selection & Employment Coursework 25% 

	
Grading	
Each	unit	will	contribute	to	students	achieving	an	overall	grade	of	Level	1	Pass,	Level	2	Pass,	Level	2	Merit	or	
Level	2	Distinction	depending	on	the	quality	of	their	coursework	and	their	score	in	the	unit	2	exam.	
	
Progression	Routes:	BTEC	Business	Studies	L3,	A-Level	Business	Studies		
	
Career	Prospects:	A	qualification	in	Business	is	advantageous	for	careers	in	marketing,	management,	administration,	
sales	and	finance	among	other	roles	as	well	as	equipping	students	to	set	up	their	own	small	firm.	



VCERT	Level	2	Creative	Studies:	Craft	(Textiles)		

NCFE	VCERT	Level	2	Creative	Studies:	Craft	(Textiles)	
QAN	code:	601/0043/6	
Unit	01	Exploring	Craft	and	Enterprise	Skills	
Unit	02	Research	and	Develop	Design	Ideas	for	Craft	Items	
Unit	03	Respond	to	a	Craft	Brief	(Externally	assessed	assignment)	
Unit	04	Produce	Final	Craft	Work	
	
VCERT	Creative	Studies:	Craft	(Textiles)	
This	 qualification	 will	 build	 on	 the	 knowledge,	 understanding	 and	 skills	 established	 through	 the	 Textile	 Technology	
elements	of	the	Key	Stage	3	programme	of	study.	The	course	is	designed	to	not	only	provide	a	solid	basis	of	understanding	
but	to	engage	you	and	get	you	thinking	about	real	world	application	of	Textile	Technology.			
	
This	course	will	encourage	you	to	understand	and	apply	the	fundamental	principles	of	design,	and	develop	your	ability	to	
research	ideas	and	concept	and	then	develop	your	own	ideas	using	a	high	level	of	creativity.	You	will	be	encouraged	to	
experiment	 with	 a	 range	 of	 materials	 and	 equipment	 to	 produce	 a	 range	 of	 unique	 outcomes	 that	 showcase	 your	
creativity	and	artistic	ability.	Enterprise	is	also	explored	to	ensure	you	have	a	thorough	understanding	of	how	to	market	
and	sell	your	craft	works	in	modern	society.		
	
Coursework	units:	
Unit	01	Exploring	Craft	and	
Enterprise	Skills	

Unit	02	Research	and	Develop	
Design	Ideas	for	Craft	Items	

Unit	04	Produce	Final	Craft	Work	

In	this	unit,	learners	will	extend	
their	understanding	of	basic	craft	
skills	and	knowledge	of	materials	
and	techniques.	Learners	will	
also	identify	and	explore	
enterprising	project	
opportunities,	selecting	one	to	
develop	further.	

Learners	will	draw	ideas	from	a	
range	of	sources	to	explore	
possible	outcome(s).	Learners	
will	record	significant	points	of	
development	in	their	craft	work	
and	will	reflect	on	what	they	
have	done,	making	appropriate	
modifications	in	response	to	
circumstances	and	feedback	
from	Teachers	and	peers.		

In	this	unit	learners	will	prepare	
and	produce	final	craft	item(s)	
demonstrating	a	level	of	skill	
when	using	materials	and	
techniques	and	will	set	their	own	
targets	for	production.	Learners	
will	evaluate	what	they	have	
learnt	through	the	whole	craft	
process	and	how	their	final	
item(s)	portrays	their	original	
ideas	and	intentions.		

	
30	hour	:		
Unit	03	Respond	to	a	Craft	Brief	(Externally	assessed	assignment)	
In	this	unit,	learners	will	use	the	information	from	a	range	of	sources	they	research	to	inform	their	ideas	
in	response	to	a	given	design	brief.	Learners	will	use	visual	techniques	to	present	their	final	idea	
together	with	a	costed	project	plan.	

	
Progression	Routes:	•	NCFE	Level	3	Certificate	in	Creative	Craft	•	NCFE	Level	3	Certificate	in	Art	and	Design	•	
NCFE	Level	3	Employability	qualifications	•	A	level	Product	Design,	Resistant	Materials,	Textiles,	Art	and	
Design	
	
Career	Prospects:	A	qualification	in	Creative	Studies:	Craft	is	suitable	for	careers	as	an	Architect,	Art	Director,	Copy	
Writer,	Magazine	Editor,	Online	Content	Producer,	Film	Producer,	Graphic	Designer,	Set	Designer,	Fashion	Designer,	
Make-up	Designer,	Stylist,	Product	Designer,	Publisher,	Artist,	Art	restorer,	Conservationist,	Jewellery	designer.					



VCERT	Level	2	Food	and	Cookery	

NCFE	VCERT	Level	2	Food	and	Cookery	
QAN	code:	601/4533/X	
Unit	01	Preparing	to	cook	
Unit	02	Understanding	food	
Unit	03	Exploring	balanced	diets	(2	hour	exam)	
Unit	04	Plan	and	produce	dishes	in	response	to	a	brief	
	
Why	choose	VCERT	Food	and	Cookery	
This	qualification	will	build	on	the	knowledge,	understanding	and	skills	established	through	the	Food	Technology	elements	
of	the	Key	Stage	3	programme	of	study.	The	course	is	designed	to	not	only	provide	a	solid	basis	of	understanding	but	to	
engage	you	and	get	you	thinking	about	real	world	application	of	Food	Technology.		
	
This	course	will	encourage	you	to	understand	and	apply	the	fundamental	principles	of	safe	and	hygienic	practice	to	ensure	
the	highest	 levels	of	 safety	when	preparing	yourself,	 the	environment	and	 food	 for	cooking.	You	will	develop	a	deep	
understanding	of	the	sources	of	food	and	the	types	of	nutrients	available	in	different	types	and	food	groups	and	use	this	
knowledge	to	assess	and	make	recommendations	for	a	healthy	balanced	diet.	You	will	then	use	all	your	knowledge	to	
respond	to	a	set	brief	where	you	design	and	make	your	very	own	dishes	taking	into	account	a	range	of	factors	that	will	
affect	the	final	outcome.	
	
The	 course	will	 allow	 you	 to	 understand	how	modern	manufacturing	operates	 and	 allows	 you	 to	 explore	 a	 range	of	
modern	manufacturing	methods	to	create	a	product	from	your	own	imagination	using	the	tools	available	in	school.		
	
Coursework	units:	
Unit	01	Preparing	to	cook	
	

Unit	02	Understanding	food	
	

Unit	04	Plan	and	produce	dishes	in	
response	to	a	brief	

This	unit	aims	to	introduce	
learners	to	the	safe	and	hygienic	
preparation	of	the	cooking	
environment	and	ingredients.	
Learners	will	understand	the	
importance	of	how	to	prepare	
and	store	equipment	and	
utensils.	Learners	will	learn	to	
understand	and	follow	recipes	to	
demonstrate	their	cooking	skills	
to	produce	a	variety	of	dishes	

This	unit	aims	to	provide	learners	
with	an	understanding	of	food	
sources	and	the	factors	that	can	
affect	food	choices.	Learners	will	
be	able	to	apply	these	factors	
when	selecting	and	cooking	
dishes.	

This	unit	will	give	learners	the	
opportunity	to	bring	together	
their	learning	and	skills	
developed	throughout	the	
course	to	produce	a	menu	in	
response	to	a	brief.	Learners	will	
plan,	make	and	review	their	
completed	dishes.	

	
2	hour	Exam:		
Unit	03	Exploring	balanced	diets	
Learners	will	understand	the	individual	requirements	of	a	balanced	diet.	They	will	learn	about	reference	
index	(RI)/guideline	daily	amounts	(GDAs)	and	how	food	labels	can	inform	healthy	eating.	Learners	will	
understand	how	to	change	recipes	to	make	them	healthier.	

	
Progression	Routes:	•	Advanced	GCE	in	Design	and	Technology:	Food	Technology	•	Advanced	GCE	in	Home	
Economics	(Food,	Nutrition	and	Health)	•	Diploma	in	Advanced	Professional	Cookery	(Preparation	and	
Cooking)	•	Certificate	in	Hospitality	and	Catering	Principles	•	Professional	Cookery	Studies	
	
Career	Prospects:	A	qualification	in	Food	and	Cookery	is	suitable	for	careers	as	a	Chef,	Cook,	Food	Technician,	Food	
product	developer,	Cake	Maker,	Chocolatier,	Patisserie	Chef,	Baker,	Nutritionist,	Dietician,	Health	Carer,	Personal	
Trainer,	Forager,	Café	owner,	Restaurant	owner,	Personal	Chef.			



Certificate	in	Digital	Applications	(ICT)	

Edexcel	L2	Certificate	in	Digital	Applications	(CiDA)		
QN	600/6627/1	
Unit	1:	Developing	Web	Products		
Unit	3:	Artwork	and	Imaging		
	
Why	choose	CiDA?			
The	UK	is	a	world	leader	in	the	creative	digital	industries,	such	as	in	the	creation	of	visual	effects	for	films	and	computer	
games.		
	
The	Pearson	Edexcel	Level	2	Certificate	in	Digital	Applications	has	been	designed	to	engage	and	enthuse	students	with	an	
interest	 in	 creative	 computing,	 for	 example	 digital	 graphics	 and	 animations,	 interactive	 multimedia	 products	 and	
computer	games.	The	aim	of	the	course	is	to	encourage	learners	to	consider	pursuing	education,	training	and	career	paths	
which	will	contribute	to	the	nation’s	economic	wellbeing,	while	achieving	job	satisfaction	and	reward.	
	
Course	Outline:	
Unit	1:	Developing	Web	Products		 Unit	3:	Artwork	and	Imaging		

When	 your	 attention	 is	 captured	 by	 a	 web	 page	
advertising	 a	 competition,	 promoting	 an	 event	 or	
launching	a	new	product,	what	makes	you	stop	and	
look?	Don’t	be	fooled	by	technical	wizardry.	It	may	
have	spectacular	images,	eye-catching	animation	or	
attention-grabbing	text,	but	what	makes	it	effective	
is	the	way	the	components	work	together.		
	
This	unit	aims	to	give	you	the	knowledge	and	skills	
you	 need	 to	 produce	 attention	 grabbing	 web	
products	using	web	authoring	software,	multimedia	
assets	and	navigation	features.	

Images	 of	 one	 sort	 or	 another	 are	 all	 around	 us,	
often	 influencing	what	we	 do	 and	 how	we	 think.	
They	are	used	to	communicate	messages	 in	many	
different	 contexts	 including	 advertising,	 music,	
fashion,	 interior	 design,	 computer	 games	 and	
architecture.	 We	 see	 them	 everywhere	 –	 as	 we	
work	or	study,	out	shopping	or	on	holiday.		
	
This	unit	aims	to	give	you	the	skills	to	use	the	tools	
and	 techniques	 provided	 by	 artwork	 and	 imaging	
software	 to	 design	 and	 create	 effective	 graphic	
products	for	specified	purposes	and	audiences.	You	
will	investigate	a	range	of	graphic	products	to	find	
out	 how	 images	 are	 used	 to	 convey	 a	 particular	
message.	 You	 will	 discover	 that	 you	 like	 some	 of	
these	products	more	than	others	and	you	will	need	
to	consider	why	this	is	the	case.	

	
Forms	of	Assessment:		
Unit	1:	Developing	Web	Products	 Unit	3:	Artwork	and	Imaging	

• Worth	30%	
• Practical	Exam	
• 2	hours	30	minutes		

• Worth	70%	
• ePortfolio	
• 30	hours	

	
Progression	Routes:	A	Level	ICT.	University	Honours	Degree	in	Information	Communication	Technology.		
	
Career	Prospects:	A	qualification	in	ICT	is	suitable	for	careers	in	software	application	development,	web	development,	
computer	programming,	graphics	designer,	ICT	manager	plus	many	more.		



BTEC	Music/Music	Technology	

BTEC	Music		
Unit	1:	The	Music	Industry	
Unit	2Making	a	Musical	Product	
2	other	Units		
	
Why	choose	BTEC	Music/Music	Technology?			
	
Do	you	enjoy	listening	to	music?	Do	you	enjoy	performing	music?	Do	you	enjoy	creating	your	own	music?	
	
BTEC	Music	is	a	creative	and	practical	subject	that	will	help	you	to	develop:		
·	self-confidence	through	performing	to	others	
·	team-working	skills	by	performing	and	creating	music		with	others	
·	creative	skills	through	composing	music	encourages	the	importance	of	evaluation	and	refinement	
	
Did	you	enjoy	creating	your	own	music	and	remixes	using	the	iPads?	
In	GCSE	Music	you	will	use	iPads	and	the	brand	new	iMac	suite	to	create	your	own	music	using	GarageBand	and	Logic	
Pro.	
We	will	publish	your	work	professionally	and	will	have	regular	visits	from	external	professionals	to	help	you	with	your	
work.		
We	will	also	work	closely	with	Leeds	College	of	Music	(5	min	walk	away).	

		
Course	Outline:	
Unit	1:					The	Music	Industry		
	

Unit	2:		Making	a	Music	
Product		

2	other	Units			
	

In	this	unit	you	will	learn	the	basics	
of	the	music	industry	and	why	it	is	
important.	You	will	learn	how	the	
different	parts	within	it	work	and	
how	this	can	prepare	you	for	a	
possible	career	in	music.	Some	
questions	are	multiple	choice	and	
are	all	based	on	what	you	learn	in	
class.	
		

	

Group	work	preparing	to	
make	a	CD	or	concert.	
Your	practical	work	will	be	
represented	here	and	you	
have	a	chance	to	make	
links	with	the	music	
industry	from	a	real	life	
perspective.	

Other	units:		
3.	Introducing	Live	Sound	Internal		
4.	Introducing	Music	Composition	Internal		
5.	Introducing	Music	Performance	Internal		
6.	Introducing	Music	Recording	Internal		
7.	Introducing	Music	Sequencing	Internal		
9.	Introducing	Choral	Studies	Internal		
10.	Introducing	Music	Theory	Internal		
These	options	will	be	agreed	with	your	
teacher	depending	on	your	skills.	

	
Forms	of	Assessment:		
Unit	1:		 Unit	2:		 Other	Units	

	
• 25%	
• 50	marks	
• Written	paper	
• 1	hours		

• 25%	
• Coursework.	
• Recordings	and	photos.	

• 25%	each		
• Coursework.	
• Recordings	and	photos.	

	
Progression	Routes:	BTEC	Music	Level	3	
	
You	will	receive	free	individual	lessons	on	a	musical	instrument	of	your	choice	that	will	start	as	soon	as	you	select	Music	
as	your	option!	
		
Career	Prospects:	A	qualification	in	BTEC	Music	is	suitable	for	careers	in	a	vast	range	of	areas	of	the	music	industry	
depending	on	your	focus	of	skills.	Jobs	include	Musician,	Composer,	Manager,	Conductor,	Producer	and	many	more.	



BTEC	Performing	Arts	(Acting)	

 
BTEC	Level	1/Level	2	Tech	Award	in	Performing	Arts	(Acting)	
Qualification	Number:	603/0406/6		
	
How	is	the	Performing	Arts	sector	important?	
The	performing	arts	are	a	major	part	of	 the	creative	and	cultural	 industries	 in	 the	UK.	Overall,	 the	 industry	
contributes	£3.5	billion	 to	 the	UK	economy.	 There	 are	5,480	businesses	 in	 the	performing	arts	 sector,	 and	
101,593	people	working	in	a	wide	range	of	roles	from	performers,	to	designers	and	directors.		
	
What	does	the	qualification	cover?		
This	course	allows	you	to	study	acting,	giving	you	the	opportunity	to	develop	knowledge	and	technical	skills	in	
a	practical	learning	environment.	You	will	examine	the	roles	and	responsibilities	of	different	performance	artists	
and	practitioners	such	as	actor,	director,	and	writer;	as	well	as	the	different	approaches	and	styles	used,	such	
as	naturalism,	absurdism	and	physical	theatre.	You	will	also	develop	key	skills,	such	as	being	able	to	respond	to	
and	 interpret	 different	 ideas	 given	 to	 you;	 and	 you	 will	 be	 experiencing	 first-hand	 the	 ways	 in	 which	
performance	artists	work	through	the	development	of	ideas,	rehearsal	and	then	performance.		
	
Why	BTEC	not	GCSE?	
A	BTEC	qualification	 is	 equivalent	 to	 a	GCSE	 and	 is	 aimed	 at	 everyone	who	wants	 to	 find	 out	more	 about	
performing	arts	in	a	practical	way.	It	is	a	practical	introduction	to	life	and	work	in	the	performing	arts	industry,	
which	 will	 give	 you	 the	 opportunity	 to	 develop	 performing	 arts	 skills	 and	 techniques,	 and	 to	 analyse	 and	
evaluate	your	skills	both	independently	and	within	a	group.		
	
How	will	I	be	assessed?		
You	will	carry	out	tasks	or	mini-projects	throughout	the	course.	Your	teacher	will	mark	these,	which	will	give	
you	an	idea	of	how	you	are	getting	on.	Towards	the	end	of	the	course	you	will	do	one	larger	project	where	you	
use	the	knowledge,	skills	and	techniques	you	have	learned	to	devise	and	deliver	a	workshop	performance	to	a	
specific	audience	from	a	brief	that	will	be	given	to	you.	All	the	work	you	do	through	the	course	prepares	you	
for	this	larger	project,	which	is	sent	away	to	be	marked.		
	
Where	will	this	take	me?		
When	 you	 have	 completed	 the	 qualification,	 you	 will	 have	 developed	 a	 practical	 understanding	 of	 the	
performing	arts	sector,	and	the	roles	and	responsibilities	of	the	people	involved	in	performing	arts	industries.	
Because	you	will	be	building	useful	skills,	which	are	not	generally	covered	in	GCSE	courses,	you	will	have	a	better	
understanding	of	whether	the	performing	arts	sector	is	for	you.	This	will	allow	you	to	decide	whether	this	is	an	
area	you	want	to	continue	to	study.	The	course	will	also	help	you	to	develop	specific	skills	and	knowledge,	such	
as	self-	evaluation	and	group	work,	which	will	benefit	you	wherever	you	progress	to	next.		
After	you	have	finished	the	course,	you	may	want	to	go	on	to	further	study	such	as	A	levels,	BTECs	or	a	mixture	
of	both.	Or	you	might	want	to	find	work	in	performing	arts,	as	an	apprentice	or	a	trainee.	Which	option	is	best	
for	you	will	depend	on	both	the	grades	you	achieve	in	this	qualification	and	in	other	qualifications	you	have	
taken,	what	you	enjoy	doing	and	any	advice	you	can	access	about	the	further	learning	and	training	opportunities	
available	in	your	area.			
	 	



	
How	is	the	course	structured	and	what	will	I	be	doing?	
	
Component	1	|	Exploring	the	Performing	Arts	(Worth	30%)	
Aim:	Get	a	taste	of	what	it’s	like	to	be	a	professional	actor	across	different	styles.	
Assessment:	Internally	assessed	by	your	teacher.			
During	Component	1,	you	will	observe	and	reproduce	existing	repertoire,	as	well	as	explore:	

- Performance	styles,	creative	intentions	and	purpose.	
- Performance	roles,	responsibilities	and	skills.		
- Performance	techniques,	approaches	and	processes.		
- How	practitioners	create	and	influence	what’s	performed.		
- 	

Component	2	|	Developing	Skills	and	Techniques	(Worth	30%)	
Aim:	Develop	skills	and	techniques	in	acting.		
Assessment:	Internally	assessed	by	your	teacher.			
During	Component	2,	you	will:	

- Gain	physical,	interpretive,	vocal	and	rehearsal	skills	during	workshops	and	classes.		
- Apply	technical,	stylistic	and	interpretive	skills	in	performance.			
- Reflect	on	their	progress	and	use	of	skills	in	performance,	as	well	as	how	you	could	improve.			
- 	

Component	3	|	Performing	to	a	Brief	(Worth	40%)	
Aim:	 Consider	 how	 practitioners	 adapt	 their	 skills	 for	 different	 contexts,	 and	 put	 this	 into	 practice	 in	 a	
performance.		
Assessment:	Externally	assessed	task	where	you’ll	work	in	groups	of	between	3	and	7	to	create	a	performance	
based	on	a	set	brief.		
During	Component	3,	you	will:	

- Use	the	brief	and	what	you’ve	learned	to	come	up	with	ideas	for	the	performance.	
- Choose	the	skills	and	techniques	you’ll	need.	
- Build	on	your	skills	in	classes,	workshops	and	rehearsals.	
- Review	the	development	process	within	an	ideas	and	skills	log.		
- Perform	a	piece	lasting	10–15	minutes	(which	is	timed)	to	the	chosen	target	audience.		
- Reflect	on	the	performance	in	an	evaluation	report.		

 



GCSE	Design	and	Technology	(Graphics	or	Textiles)	

GCSE	Design	and	Technology	(9-1)	
QAN	code:	603/0984/2		
EXAM:	
Section	A:	Core	technical	principles	(20	marks)	
Section	B:	Specialist	technical	principles	(30	marks)		
Section	C:	Designing	and	making	principles	(50	marks)	
NEA:	Coursework:	30-25	hours	(100	marks)	
	
Why	choose	Design	and	Technology?			
This	qualification	will	build	on	the	knowledge,	understanding	and	skills	established	through	the	Design	and	Technology	
elements	of	the	Key	Stage	3	programme	of	study.	The	course	is	designed	to	not	only	provide	a	solid	basis	of	understanding	
but	to	engage	you	and	get	you	thinking	about	real	world	application	of	Design	and	Technology.			
	
This	course	will	encourage	you	to	understand	and	apply	the	fundamental	principles	of	design,	looking	at	how	you	can	use	
modern	manufacturing	methods	such	a	 laser	cutting,	3D	printing	and	vinyl	 cutting	 to	develop	 real	world	solutions	 to	
problems	 in	 a	 range	 of	 concepts.	 You	 will	 have	 to	 conduct	 and	 present	 research,	 develop	 design	 proposals	 by	
experimenting	with	a	range	of	techniques	and	then	realise	your	chosen	solution	by	making	it	in	class.	Once	complete	you	
will	evaluate	how	successful	your	solution	is	and	make	further	recommendations	to	improve	it	so	it	is	commercially	viable.			
	
The	 course	will	 allow	 you	 to	 understand	how	modern	manufacturing	operates	 and	 allows	 you	 to	 explore	 a	 range	of	
modern	manufacturing	methods	to	create	a	product	from	your	own	imagination	using	the	tools	available	in	school.		
	
Exam:	
Section	A:	Core	technical	principles	
(20	marks)	
	

Section	B:	Specialist	technical	
principles	(30	marks)		
	

Section	C:	Designing	and	making	
principles	(50	marks)	

A	mixture	of	multiple	choice	and	
short	answer	questions	assessing	
a	breadth	of	technical	knowledge	
and	understanding.	

Several	short	answer	questions	
(2–5	marks)	and	one	extended	
response	to	assess	a	more	in	
depth	knowledge	of	technical	
principles	

A	mixture	of	short	answer	and	
extended	response	questions.	

	
Coursework:	
What’s	assessed	 NEA:	Design	and	Make	coursework	(50%).	30-35	hours.	
Practical	application	of	:	

• Core	technical	principles		
• Specialist	technical	principles	
• Designing	and	making	

principles	

•	Identifying	and	investigating	design	possibilities		
•	Producing	a	design	brief	and	specification		
•	Generating	design	ideas		
•	Developing	design	ideas		
•	Realising	design	ideas		
•	Analysing	&	evaluating		
Students	will	produce	a	prototype	and	a	portfolio	of	evidence		

	
Progression	Routes:	A	Level	Design	and	Technology	
	
Career	Prospects:	A	qualification	in	Design	and	Technology	is	suitable	for	careers	in	Architecture,	Fashion,	Engineering,	
Graphic	Design,	Digital	Gaming	Development,	Print	making,	Publishing,	Television,	Broadcasting,	Digital	platforms,	
Journalism,	Manufacturing,	Materials	Engineer,	Material	Scientist,	Product	Design,	Make-up	Design,	Costume	Design,	
Props	Design,	Magazine	Editor,	Advertising,	Photography,	Set	Designer.							



Religious	Studies	

GCSE	Religious	Studies	(9-1)	
QN	601/8335/X	
	
Why	choose	Religious	Studies?			
	
Do	You….	
	Enjoy	discussing	and	debating	religious	and	ethical	issues.	
	Want	to	improve	your	writing	skills—	arguing,	debating	and	logical	thinking?	
	…then	Religion	Education	is	for	you.		
	
The	course	
You	will	study	about	Christianity.	You	will	focus	on	the	“Big	Questions”:	
	

• ·	Does	God	exist?	
• ·	How	was	the	world	created?	
• ·	Are	evil	and	suffering	a	problem?	
• ·	Is	marriage	important?	
• ·	Are	abortion	and	euthanasia	murder?	
• ·	Where	do	we	go	when	we	die?	
• ·	Are	men	and	women	equal?	
• ·	What	is	racism?		

			
You	will	also	study	Islam.	You	will	focus	on	questions	such	as: 	
		

• Does	religion	bring	conflict	or	peace?	
• How	can	we	work	for	world	peace?	
• Is	capital	punishment	acceptable?		

		
You	will	consider	the	similarities	and	differences	between	Islam	and	Christianity	and	be	able	to	use	your	new	skills	to	
demonstrate	sound	understanding	of	the	religious	belief	in	context	to	big	questions.		
	 
Forms	of	Assessment:		
Paper	1	Area	of	Study	1	–	Religion	and	Ethics		
(*Paper	code:	1RB0/1A	–	1G)	

Paper	2	Area	of	Study	2	–	Religion,	Peace	and	Conflict	
(*Paper	code:	1RB0/	2A–2G)	

• Worth	50%	
• 80	marks	
• Written	paper	
• 1	hours	45	minutes		

• Worth	50%	
• 80	marks	
• Written	Paper	
• 1	hour	45	minutes	

	
Progression	Routes:	A	Level	Religious	Education.		
	
Career	Prospects:	Journalism,	social	work,	nursing,	police,	law,	teaching……	in	fact	any	career	that	involves	working	with	
people!	You	will	find	links	with	many	other	subjects	—	English,	Science,	History,	Geography	and	Psychology	to	name	a												
few.	Employers	are	looking	for	people	with	intuition,	not	robots!	Use	your	initiative,	make	your	mind	work	for	you,	and	
choose	Religious	Education	

	 
	



BTEC	Sports	Studies			

BTEC	Sport		
Unit	1:	Fitness	for	Sport	and	Exercise	
Unit	2:	Practical	Sports	Performance	
Unit	3:	Training	for	Personal	Fitness	
Unit	4:	Planning	and	Leading	Sports	Activities	
	
Why	choose	BTEC	Sport?			
The	qualifications	is	designed	to	provide	specialist	work-related	qualifications	in	sport.	They	give	learners	the	knowledge,	
understanding	and	skills	that	they	need	to	prepare	for	employment.		

The	BTEC	Level	2	in	Sport	have	been	developed	in	the	sport	and	active	leisure	sector	to	provide	education	and		training	
for	sport,	leisure	and	recreation	employees	and	give	opportunities	for	sport,	leisure	and	recreation	employees	to	achieve	
a	nationally	recognised	Level	2.	

	Course	Outline:	

Unit	 Topic	

Fitness	for	Sport	and	Exercise	 What	enables	our	bodies	to	cope	with	the	demands	of	sport?	

Practical	Sports	Performance	 Your	ability	to	participate	and	observe	team	and	individual	sports.	

Training	for	Personal	Fitness	 How	to	design	and	implement	training	programmes	like	a	fitness	
instructor.	

Planning	and	Leading	Sports	Activities	 How	to	become	a	sports	leader	and	how	to	lead	Sporting	events	in	
school.	

Forms	of	Assessment:		

The	Fitness	for	Sport	&	Exercise	is	an	externally	assessed	unit,	this	will	comprise	of	an	onscreen	test	with;	multiple	
choice	questions,	short	answer	questions	and	an	extended	writing	section	to	stretch	and	challenge	you.	This	is	worth	
25%	of	your	overall	level.	

The	remaining	units	are	assessed	through	the	marking	of	coursework	completed	during	lesson	time.	
PASS	(equivalent	to	a	grade	C	at	GCSE),	MERIT	(equivalent	to	a	grade	B	at	GCSE),	DISTINCTION	(equivalent	to	a	grade	A	at	
GCSE.	
	
Progression	Routes	and	Career	Prospects:		

Combine	with...	 Potential	Careers	

A	Level	Physical	Education	and	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree	(QTS)	in	
Physical	Education	

PE	Teaching	

BTEC	Diploma	in	Sport	 Progress	to	Higher	Education	or	employment	in	
the	Leisure	Industry	

A	Level	Physical	Education	and	a	Diploma	in	Broadcast	Journalism	 Become	a	Radio	or	Television	Broadcaster	

A	Level	Physical	Education	and	Biology.	Then	progress	onto	University	
studying	BSc	in	Physiotherapy	

Career	as	a	Sport	Physiotherapist		

	



Additional 
Subjects 

	

Students will also take Physical Education for one period each 
week (non-examination) and undertake three days of PSHCEE 
during the year. Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural issues will 
form an integral part of most lessons. 
	



PHYSICAL EDUCATION (CORE PE)	
	
	
All students at The Ruth Gorse Academy will have one lesson of core Physical Education per week.   
These lessons will involve a continuation of the activities and sports students have participated in 
during Years 7 and 8.  The activities covered will include: Rowing, Volleyball, Fitness, Dance, 
Invasion, Handball and Striking and Fielding.  
 
Students will build on and embed the physical development and skills learned in Year 7 and 8, 
becoming more competent, confident and expert in their techniques, and apply them across different 
sports and physical activities. They should understand what makes a performance effective and 
how to apply these principles to their own and others’ work. They should develop the confidence 
and interest to get involved in exercise, sports and activities out of school and in later life, and 
understand and apply the long-term health benefits of physical activity. 
 
Students will be expected to develop the quality and consistency of their skills with a greater focus 
on performance in game situations. As students move into Years 10 and 11 there is an increased 
focus on understanding tactics, strategies and the rules / laws of a variety of sporting activities, 
through officiating.  

	



Physical, Social, Health, Citizenship and Economic Education 
(PSHCEE) 

	

PSHCEE at The Ruth Gorse Academy will continue to be taught through PSHCEE days. The 
lessons on these days are designed to help your son/daughter make sensible and informed 
decisions in their lives. Detailed below are some examples of the lessons that your child will be 
taught on PSHCEE days. 
 
During their time studying at The Ruth Gorse Academy, students will engage in three key areas 
during PSHCEE days: mental and physical wellbeing, relationships and careers.  
 
Within mental and physical wellbeing, students will investigate the dangers of smoking, alcohol and 
drug misuse. As well as, understanding the importance of having a healthy diet and taking part in 
regular exercise. 
 
Within relationships, students will study how to cope with relationship breakdowns including family 
and friends. They will study the importance of being safe on social media and recognising potentially 
harmful signs alongside the topics of cyber-bullying and communication with strangers online. 
 
Within careers, students will be given a wealth of information about how their time at school will 
impact upon their life choices and the opportunities that are available to them. Students will begin 
to understand how subjects studied at school link to their future jobs and we will help them make 
informed decisions regarding their future aspirational choices.  
 
In all year groups students are taught about current issues that affect our world and community. This 
may take place during a specific PSHCEE day or it may take place during form times and our 
exceptional form tutors will lead and guide them through engaging discussions of how the world is 
changing and how it affects the whole community.   
 

At The Ruth Gorse Academy, we are committed to ensuring that students are provided with the 
knowledge, skills and confidence they need to become good citizens and lead highly successful 
lives in modern Britain. Opportunities to explore and engage with British Values and SMSC are 
planned into our everyday curriculum within lessons, form time, enrichment activities and 
assemblies.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	

 

Year 9 Option Choices 2018-2020 
 

NAME: ............................................................................... 
 

FORM: ............................................................................... 
 

All students will study: 

English 

Mathematics 

Science 

In addition to Geography or History students should choose 2 further options. Please remember 
that students wishing to go on to study at University should consider a Modern Foreign Language 
as one of their choices. 

My 3 option choices in order of preference are: 

Option 1 (either History or Geography) ............................................................................. 

Option 2                                 ............................................................................. 

Option 3            ............................................................................. 

Reserve choice 1            ............................................................................. 

Reserve choice 2            ............................................................................. 

 

THIS OPTION CHOICE SHEET MUST BE RETURNED TO THE ACADEMY BY  

Friday 16 March 2018 

 

Signature of Student         …………………………………………………………… 

 

Signature of Parent/Carer …………………………………………………………… 
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