
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

   

   

     

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps @ TRGA 
 

Your weekly Careers news! 19th February 2018 

Next Steps @ TRGA is a weekly newsletter which aims to provide students at TRGA with useful careers 

information, advice and ideas for the future – stay tuned for more tips and information next week! 

“Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.  

 

Monday Morning inspiration: 

“Do what you have to do until you 

can do what you want to do”. 

Oprah Winfrey 
 

I want to know more about… 

 

Got a job or career area you’d like to 

find out more about that we haven’t 

featured in the newsletter yet? 

 

Let us know by coming and speaking to 

Mr. Webb in the Careers Room! 

 

 

  

Need some support with 

your future plans?  

Speak to your Careers Adviser! 
 

 

 

 

You can find Mr. Webb in the Careers 

Room (203) on the 2nd floor at breaks or 

lunchtimes if you have any questions! 

Email: careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk  

cwebb@penistone-gs.uk 

 

 For more info on Publishing,           

check out the links below: 

http://creativeskillset.org/creative_industries/

publishing  

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-

profiles/writer  

This week, we’ve mixed things up slightly with a career profile from a real-life 

self-published Author!  

Author 
    

Career of the week 

Samuel Bigglesworth  

Tell us a little about what you do… 

I write character-based comedy. I have many forthcoming titles, and my debut novella 

came out last year, titled ‘The Woods, The Jungle, The Sea’. 

What’s the best thing about what you do? 

Writing for me is about telling stories that 
wouldn’t otherwise be told. Everybody 
you see will have gone through great 
amounts of pain, growth and conflict in 
their lives, however this will not always be 
apparent when you first meet them. 
Telling stories, even about a fictional 
character, requires an awareness of who 
somebody is, how they got there, and why 
they do what they do.  I love stories which 
humanise people and show their flaws. 
 

What sort of challenges do you face? 

Shaping all the thoughts and ideas 

into a coherent whole can be 

challenging. A book takes many 

edits and revisions before it is ready 

to be read by readers. The first draft 

of a story is very fun to write, 

however when you get to the fifth 

draft, it takes some self-motivation 

to keep going. 

What advice would you give to someone 

wanting to publish their own book? 

What skills do you need to 

become a successful author? 

Learn to love reading, read as much as 

you can. Find and read the kind of 

books that you want to write and learn 

to break down why you like them and 

pick out their flaws. Write everyday – 

starting off with short stories or writing 

prompts is a good way to begin. Once 

you have finished your story, take it to 

some local writing groups to read out 

and ask for criticism and feedback. My 

writing career started with a blog and 

then in 2016 I decided to commit to 

writing books long term alongside my 

day job. Things have built up from 

there, through networking online, and 

going to local writing groups to meet 

other people in the industry. 

Creative writing is one of the most 

challenging and competitive 

industries to get into. You must be 

driven, able to take and react to 

criticism, but most important of all, 

you will need a side job to support 

you, as it can be very difficult to 

make a full-time living from writing. 

An English or Creative Writing 

degree can also be helpful, and 

some life experience, of course! 

 

mailto:careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk
mailto:cwebb@penistone-gs.uk
http://creativeskillset.org/creative_industries/publishing
http://creativeskillset.org/creative_industries/publishing
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/writer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/writer


 
 

 

 

 

Careers-related news from TRGA and the local area!  

 

 

                                                                                     

If you are currently in Year 8 or Year 9, you have no doubt already read through your GCSE Options booklet and started 

to think about the first choice and reserve subjects you are interested in taking for your GCSEs next year! However, for 

those of you who are still on the fence about your options choices for next year, never fear, as Mr. Webb has some      

Top Tips for you to consider as you start to make your final decisions over the next few weeks: 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER: Mr. Webb will be available at the Year 8 Options Evening on Thursday 22nd February and during school 

time for Year 9 students if you have any questions you want to ask him before 16th March! 

Keeping it local! 
Stay up-to-date with some of the education, training and work 

opportunities in the Leeds City Region: 

There are lots of different 

qualifications and courses 

available at schools and 

colleges around the local area, 

from A-levels to vocational 

qualifications like BTECs! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 
Apprenticeships involve training in an 

industry while working for an employer 

– this could be in anything from Animal 

Care to Law! As well as getting paid for 

the work they do, apprentices also 

complete a qualification with a college 

or training provider and can be a good 

option for students who don’t want to 

stay in full-time education after 16! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Volunteering is a great way to 

gain work experience in lots of 

different environments – you may 

need to be 16+ or 18+ for some of 

the opportunities available but 

because you are giving your time 

for free, you can do this type of 

work experience whenever you 

have the time to commit! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 

Getting a part-time job can 

help you to develop 

valuable work skills, like 

Communication, Problem 

Solving and Motivation and 

also help you earn money! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Year 8 and 9 GCSE Options 2018: Decisions, decisions… 
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2 

 

3 

 

https://www.ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk/ks4-options/  

Read your GCSE Options booklet 

and make a shortlist of the two first 

choice and two reserve subjects you 

want to find out more about at the 

upcoming GCSE Options Evening! 

Speak to the teachers of the 

subjects you are interested in and  

find out what you will learn about by 

doing these qualifications at GCSE 

or BTEC next year – this will help 

you to see if they are right for you! 

Look at the subjects you enjoy and 

are good at to see what careers might 

relate to these areas and what skills 

you can learn from these subjects – 

this website is a great starting point: 

https://careersyandh.co.uk/Inspiringyandh

/iyh_pages/careers_in_the_curriculum/5  

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ucasprogress.com/search
https://www.hotcourses.com/
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
http://www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Becominganapprentice.aspx
https://vinspired.com/
https://do-it.org/
https://doinggoodleeds.org.uk/
https://www.indeed.co.uk/
http://www.e4s.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk/ks4-options/
https://careersyandh.co.uk/Inspiringyandh/iyh_pages/careers_in_the_curriculum/5
https://careersyandh.co.uk/Inspiringyandh/iyh_pages/careers_in_the_curriculum/5

