
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

   

     

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps @ TRGA 
 

Your weekly Careers news! 30th April 2018 

Next Steps @ TRGA is a weekly newsletter which aims to provide students at TRGA with useful careers 

information, advice and ideas for the future – stay tuned for more tips and information next week! 

“Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.  

 

Monday Morning inspiration: 

 “Choose your path or others may 
choose it for you.” 

Julieanne O’Conner 
 

I want to know more about… 

 

Got a job or career area you’d like to 

find out more about that we haven’t 

featured in the newsletter yet? 

 

Let us know by coming and 

speaking to Mr. Webb in the 

Careers Room! 

 

 

  

Need some support with 

your future plans?  

Speak to your Careers Adviser! 
 

 

 

 

You can find Mr. Webb in the Careers 

Room (203) on the 2nd floor at breaks or 

lunchtimes if you have any questions! 

Email: careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk  

cwebb@penistone-gs.uk 

 

 
For more info on working as a TA,                  

check out these links: 

https://www.tes.com/jobs/careers-

advice/teaching-assistant/how-become-a-

teaching-assistant     

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-

profiles/teaching-assistant  

This week, we’ve mixed things up slightly with a career profile from a real-life    

SEN Teaching Support Assistant! 

This week – Teaching Support Assistant 
    

Career of the week 

Mark Walter                  St John’s Primary School 

Tell us a little about what you do… 

I am a Teaching Support Assistant which means I assist the Teacher in the classroom 

doing various things I am needed for, such as spending time with students the teacher 

does not have time to help in lessons. However, I mostly do 1-to-1 work with children 

with special needs, for example at the moment I am working with a child with Autism. 

Best thing about my job? Hmm, does telling children off count? Seriously though, 

it has to be working with children who have struggled time and time again on a 

specific problem and finally seeing that moment when it clicks and they can do it. 

The job has quite a few potential challenges, such as unsupportive parents, not enough 

time in the day to get tasks done and working with children who are more than smart 

enough to succeed but don't put the effort in and do nothing but mess about when they 

could be pushing the boundaries of their potential instead of squandering it. 

What skills, qualifications or experience 

do you need to get into this industry? 

Passion! That’s it. They say you need 

English, Maths and Science at GCSE C 

and above but what it really comes 

down to is the passion not to give up 

when the child stumbles but to help pick 

them up and push them on. A university 

education is useful and I also have a 

BTEC Level 3 in Classroom Assisting. 

English and Maths GCSEs are a must, 

but apart from these, formal 

qualifications aren't necessarily needed 

– relevant work experience is more 

than enough to do this type of job! 

 

Work hard, make sure it’s what you want to do 

as you really do need a genuine passion for it. 

Listen to the educators around you as it’s them 

who you will end up copying and remembering 

when you are trying to teach children how to do 

long division or grid method multiplication. I use 

everything I have ever learnt in education and 

more importantly I have tried to copy my 

favourite teachers themselves. 

I try to use everything I can from them to 

encourage the children at work to try their best. 

 

What’s the best thing about your job? 

What sort of challenges do you face? 

What advice would you give for anyone 

wanting to get into this type of job? 

mailto:careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk
mailto:cwebb@penistone-gs.uk
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https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/teaching-assistant


 
 

 

 

 

Careers-related news from TRGA and the local area!  

 

 

                                                                                     

 

Ever wondered what sort of fun, futuristic careers might be out 

there related to Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths? Check 

out the article below for information on just a few of the many 

exciting jobs that exist in the STEM industries, including Storm 

Tracker, Zoo Engineer, Food Scientist and Ethical Hacker! 

https://blog.springpod.co.uk/our-8-favourite-weird-wonderful-

stem-careers/  

Come and speak to Mr. Webb if you want to find out more! 

 

 

Keeping it local! 
Stay up-to-date with some of the education, training and work 

opportunities in the Leeds City Region: 

There are lots of different 

qualifications and courses 

available at schools and 

colleges around the local area, 

from A-levels to vocational 

qualifications like BTECs! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 
Apprenticeships involve training in an 

industry while working for an employer 

– this could be in anything from Animal 

Care to Law! As well as getting paid for 

the work they do, apprentices also 

complete a qualification with a college 

or training provider and can be a good 

option for students who don’t want to 

stay in full-time education after 16! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Volunteering is a great way to 

gain work experience in lots of 

different environments – you may 

need to be 16+ or 18+ for some of 

the opportunities available but 

because you are giving your time 

for free, you can do this type of 

work experience whenever you 

have the time to commit! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 

Getting a part-time job can 

help you to develop 

valuable work skills, like 

Communication, Problem 

Solving and Motivation and 

also help you earn money! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Want to find out more about STEM careers? 

 

                                                                                     

                                                                      

 

 

STEAM School – New Video! 

If you missed last week’s STEAM School broadcast in 

form time on Friday, check out the video by following 

this YouTube link: 

https://youtu.be/eclHn4Yk6uk 

This week’s interview was with Andy Kent, CEO of 

Angel Solutions, a company who operate a circus-

themed office for their staff! Stay tuned for another 

video next week in Friday form time! 
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