
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

   

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps @ TRGA 
 

Your weekly Careers news! 4th June 2018 

Next Steps @ TRGA is a weekly newsletter which aims to provide students at TRGA with useful careers 

information, advice and ideas for the future – stay tuned for more tips and information next week! 

“Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.  

 

Monday Morning inspiration: 

 “I never dreamed of success, I worked 
for it”. 

Estee Lauder 
 

I want to know more about… 

 

Got a job or career area you’d like to 

find out more about that we haven’t 

featured in the newsletter yet? 

 

Let us know by coming and 

speaking to Mr. Webb in the 

Careers Room! 

 

 

  

Need some support with 

your future plans?  

Speak to your Careers Adviser! 
 

 

 

 

You can find Mr. Webb in the Careers 

Room (203) on the 2nd floor at breaks or 

lunchtimes if you have any questions! 

Email: careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk  

cwebb@penistone-gs.uk 

 

 
For more info on Engineering,                  

check out these links: 

http://www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk/ 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-

profiles/browse-sector/engineering-and-

manufacturing  

This week, we’ve mixed things up slightly with a career profile from a real-life           

Senior Support Engineer!  

Senior Support Engineer 

    

Career of the week 

Tell us a little about what you do… 

In a nutshell; I’m a problem solver with gas turbines which are basically jet engines, 

similar to what you would find on an aeroplane. I normally work closely with oil and gas 

customers to try and resolve any issues which in terms of lost time can run into the 

millions of pounds, so I need to be quick! 

 What’s the best thing about your job? 

Every day is completely different - with lots of engineering systems, no matter how old, they’ll 

keep finding new ways to break so it’s rarely routine and keeps your brain ticking. Another perk is 

I get to travel a fair bit - in the last year, people in my department have been to Barcelona, Italy, 

Alaska, New York, China, Dubai… and Grimsby! 

 

One of the biggest challenges is the politics side because so much money is involved but 

everybody is under pressure to spend less, so any solution I come up with has to be cost effective 

and a long-term fix. It’s quite cool to not get bogged down in the technical detail though and 

actually being a little bit of an engineer, a little bit of a salesman and a little bit of a politician. 

What skills, qualifications or experience 

do you need to get into this industry? 

The two main routes into engineering in 

general are either by apprenticeship or 

through university - Maths and Physics at 

school are the main requirements.  

There are lots of apprenticeships 

sponsored by companies or through the 

armed forces, some will even sponsor you 

to go to university. Engineering experience 

before full-time employment can be quite 

hard to come by but any sort of work 

experience goes a long way to show you 

can get along with people and customers. 

 

Engineering is a seriously wide subject, 

so I would definitely say do a bit of 

research and try and narrow down what 

interests you. Is it ships? Fighter jets? 

Cars? Aerodynamics? Computers? 

Robots? Renewable Energy? etc. 

Then try and look for either university 

degrees or apprenticeships that can steer 

you in that direction; but don’t worry, you 

won’t be locked into that industry for life, 

the skills are very transferable! (I studied 

aerospace and ended up in oil and gas) 

 

What sort of challenges do you face? 

What advice would you give for anyone 

wanting to get into this type of job? 

Peter Mosley Siemens Gas Turbines 
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Careers-related news from TRGA and the local area!  

 

 

                                                                                     

 

Are you currently in Year 10 and thinking of progressing to sixth 

form or college after completing Year 11? Mr. Webb is currently in 

the process of trying to arrange visits to local colleges and sixth 

forms for the start of Year 11, so that students can get a better idea 

of what the different college and sixth form environments might be 

like and find out more information about the types of courses that 

they can study there at post-16. 

If you have a college or sixth form you are interested in visiting, 

please let Mr. Webb know between now and the end of the year! 

 

 

Keeping it local! 
Stay up-to-date with some of the education, training and work 

opportunities in the Leeds City Region: 

There are lots of different 

qualifications and courses 

available at schools and 

colleges around the local area, 

from A-levels to vocational 

qualifications like BTECs! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 
Apprenticeships involve training in an 

industry while working for an employer 

– this could be in anything from Animal 

Care to Law! As well as getting paid for 

the work they do, apprentices also 

complete a qualification with a college 

or training provider and can be a good 

option for students who don’t want to 

stay in full-time education after 16! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Volunteering is a great way to 

gain work experience in lots of 

different environments – you may 

need to be 16+ or 18+ for some of 

the opportunities available but 

because you are giving your time 

for free, you can do this type of 

work experience whenever you 

have the time to commit! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 

Getting a part-time job can 

help you to develop 

valuable work skills, like 

Communication, Problem 

Solving and Motivation and 

also help you earn money! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

                                                                                     

                                                                      

 

 

STEAM School – New Video! 

If you missed last week’s STEAM School broadcast in 

form time on Friday, check out the video by following 

this YouTube link: 

https://youtu.be/zYVvZiKe8eY  
     

This week’s interview was with Steven Parkinson, 

Education Manager at Autodesk, a company that 

produces 3D design software used by Architects, 

Engineers and Product Designers! Stay tuned for 

another video next week in Friday form time! 

Year 10 – College / Sixth Form Visits 2018-19 

 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ucasprogress.com/search
https://www.hotcourses.com/
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
http://www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Becominganapprentice.aspx
https://vinspired.com/
https://do-it.org/
https://doinggoodleeds.org.uk/
https://www.indeed.co.uk/
http://www.e4s.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx
https://youtu.be/zYVvZiKe8eY

