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Dear Parent & Carers  
 
It has been another incredibly busy term at The Ruth Gorse Academy, with lots of exciting experiences 
both within lessons and through enrichment activities.  As you will be aware, the end of this academic year 
coincides with the end of our time in our temporary accommodation based at The Morley Academy.  We 
are extremely grateful to them for their hospitality during our stay and we are all excited at our impending 
move to our permanent home. 
 
Over the course of the last term, all of the students and staff have been to visit the site to familiarise 
themselves with the layout of the building.  Once the term has started, we are keen to ensure that you also 
have chance to visit us and see the academy.  We will be hosting an open day for parents and carers on 
Thursday 29 September.  If you are available to visit us on this date, we would love to show you around 
the school.  Further details will be sent home with students in September. 
 
As we look forward to the new academic year, I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate the 
importance of all students complying with the uniform standards and maintaining a high level of pride in 
their appearance.  The school uniform requires all students to have their red coat with them and to wear 
black leather shoes.  There are lockers at the new site for all students should they wish to use these.  In 
addition, from September all students will write in black pen during their lessons. Students will need the 
following equipment from September: 
 

- 2 black pens 
- 1 pencil 
- A ruler 
- An eraser  
- A whiteboard pen 
- A pencil case 

 
We will provide students with a green pen for reflection and a purple pen for use during the purple zone, 
in school time.  We will also provide all students with an additional pencil case containing the correct 
equipment for them to use at home.  This will ensure that students keep a set of equipment within school 
(in their locker) and one at home, thereby always having the relevant equipment.   Should you be unable 
to provide any of the equipment for use in school we will ensure that your son or daughter is fully kitted 
out at the start of the academic year on the first day.  
 
We value the importance of student’s opinions as part of our approach to key academy areas of focus and 
have recently interviewed over 20% of the cohort who applied to be part of our student ambassador team.  
The student ambassadors will take a lead on specific remits within the academy such as the library, anti-
bullying and Spiritual Moral Social and Cultural education.  With staff support, they will then lead the 
dissemination of these key areas across the academy, including being an advocate for their area.  The 
student ambassadors will be role models within our academy, demonstrating exceptional behaviour, 
attendance and attitudes to learning.  An additional aspect of their role will be to act as members of the 
student council and be a visible presence and support to others within social times.   
 
Over the course of this week, students will receive homework booklets for English, mathematics and 
science.  In addition there is on-line learning for them to be able to access.  Given the extended summer 
break, it is important that students maintain their knowledge, skills and understanding in these core 
subjects.  Whilst we recognise the importance of students obtaining a rest and additional experience, it is 
also incredibly beneficial for them to carry out approximately 2 hours of studies per week.  In our 
experience, where students have undertaken this work throughout the summer holidays, they are more 
able to transition back into the academic year and this prevents them from moving backwards in these 
areas. 
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We will finish this academic year on Thursday 21 July at 13:00.  If your son or daughter receives free 
school meals and would like a packed lunch to take with them, please let their form tutor know via the 
planner, or through phoning the academy. 
 
The academy reopens to Year 9 Students on Wednesday 14 September at 08:25.  Year 8 Students are 
due into the academy at 09:45 (a slightly earlier time than previously notified), again on Wednesday 14 
September.  Year 7 Students will join the academy on Thursday 15 September at 08:25.  Please note on 
this day, with the exception of the Student Ambassadors, all Year 8 and 9 students start at 12 noon.  This 
will allow the Year 7s the opportunity to familiarise themselves with the Academy, at this important point 
of transition.    
 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you about the information from the Department for Education 
and Schools regarding school attendance regulations.  The regulations do not permit 
Headteachers/Principals to grant extended leave, including for holidays.  As an academy, we will not 
authorise any such absence.  It is important to point out that a fixed penalty fine of £60 will be issued to 
parents who take their child out of the academy for a holiday of more than five days during term time.  
Irregular absence of more than five days per term can also incur a fixed penalty fine.  In such cases, 
notification of a potential fine will be issued to parents.  Please also be aware that 95% attendance is the 
minimum expectation as set out by the DfES.  This, therefore, is an opportune time to remind you of the 
term and holiday days for the 2016/17 academic year.  
 

HOLIDAY  SCHOOL CLOSES SCHOOL OPENS 

Summer  Thursday 21st July 1.00 pm Wednesday 14 September Year 9 – 08:25 
Wednesday 14 September Year 8 – 09:45 
 
Thursday 15 September Year 7 – 08:25 
Thursday 15 September Years 8 & 9 – 12.00

Autumn mid term Friday 21 October 2016 Monday 31 October 2016 

Christmas Friday 16 December 2016 Tuesday 3 January 2017 

Spring mid term Friday 10 February 2017 Monday 20 February 2017 

Easter Friday 31 March 2017 Tuesday 18 April 2017 

May Bank Holiday Friday 28 April 2017 Tuesday 2 May 2017 

Summer mid term Friday 26 May 2017 Monday 5 June 2017 

Summer Wednesday 27 July 2017   

The Ruth Gorse Academy has confirmed its training days for 2016/17  
(Please note these are not the same for every school) 
 
Training Day 1 – Thursday 8 September 2016 
Training Day 2 – Friday 21 October 2016 
Training Day 3 – Wednesday 23 November 2016 
Training Day 4 – Friday 17 March 2017 
Training Day 5 – Thursday 29 June 2017 

 
We wish you and your family a happy summer and we look forward to working with you again in the new 
academic year. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mrs R Taylor 
Principal  
 
 
  


