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Dear Parent/Carer  
 
Term-Time Holidays 
 
At The Ruth Gorse Academy, we believe any disruption to a students’ education is detrimental to their 
success. Holidays during term time are totally inappropriate and The Ruth Gorse Academy will not 
authorise any holiday requests during term time.  
 
Furthermore, from September 2013, a change to government legislation means that schools are no 
longer allowed to authorise any request for children to be taken out of school for a holiday during term 
time.  
 
Requests for leave can only be granted if there are exceptional circumstances and holidays are not 
considered exceptional. Requests for leave must be made to the school in advance, as The Department 
for Education has instructed schools that they cannot authorise any absences after they have been 
taken. 
 
A penalty notice in the form of a fine is issued to parents/carers if they fail to ensure that their child 
attend school regularly. Parents and carers will be fined if their child misses 10 sessions (5 school days) 
of school without authorisation. Leeds City Council is responsible for issuing penalty notices on behalf 
of schools in the city and we have no influence over this. 
 
If a penalty notice is issued, it will be one fine to cover the whole period of absence. For example, a 
parent could be issued with a £60.00 fine if their child misses one day of school per week over a five 
week period, a parent would also be issued with the same fine for a one week block of absence.  
 
The amendments make it clear that Principals and Headteachers may not grant any leave of absence 
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances.  
 
All exceptional circumstance absence must be applied for using the correct form available from The 
Ruth Gorse Academy reception.  Only the Principal can determine the number of days a child can be 
away from school if the leave is granted.   
 
There are 190 school days in the year, leaving 175 days when holidays can be taken out of term time, 
we appreciate your support in ensuring your child attends school as stated in the government legislation.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
Mrs R Taylor 
Principal  
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