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   In partnership with 

Dear Parents/Carers                       15 December 2016 
 

As we reach the end of term I wanted to take the opportunity to share with you some of the great 
achievements this term that have ranged far and wide across all aspects of academy life.   
 

The House system and the competitions within this have really gone from strength to strength – 
congratulations to Delta House who are currently in the lead. Students from all year groups and houses 
have been involved in art competitions, sports competitions and most impressively ‘The Great Ruth 
Gorse Bake Off!’ Whilst there was a staff and student competition, I have to admit that the calibre of 
entry from students far out shone those of the staff! Congratulations to Ben Corbett (Y8), Alicia 
Adamson-Booth (Y9) and Oliver Hudson (Y8) for coming first, second and third respectively. All students 
were then able to purchase a slice of cake, a bun or even some delicious fish pakoras by Luana Furtado 
Rocha (Y7). All the proceeds are going to our charities for this term: Mission Christmas and Barnardos.  
 

Over this term there have been a number of external visitors to the school. Frequently, when we have 
guests they mention the exceptional behaviour of the students during their visit. A recent example of a 
visit was from some of the best Elliott Hudson College (Post-16) students. Their visit provided an 
opportunity for some of our students to gain a deeper knowledge of the pathways they need to take 
through to Post-16 education and beyond, providing them with fantastic guidance for their future. In 
addition, the recent visit by Paul Culshaw, who works with Stonewall, gave the Student Ambassadors 
the opportunity of generating questions to ask him about the work Stonewall do, his experience with his 
orientation and his experiences in life. This has then inspired students to lead assemblies on this subject; 
further work about the celebration of LGTBQ heroes will take place in the Easter term.  
 

Our Student Ambassador programme has grown in breadth this term with 74 students across all three 
year groups now taking on this role. I know, like us, you will be really proud of your son or daughter 
obtaining this accolade; it is a testament to their whole approach to school and their wider life. 
 

Thank you to the families who joined us this week for our Christmas Concert. As the first major concert 
in our new auditorium, the performing arts team were keen to ensure that it would be one to remember 
and it certainly was!  It was fantastic to see the breadth of variety in the concert and the confidence that 
the performers demonstrated. I can’t wait to watch the students performing High School Musical later in 
the academic year.  
 

We have also had considerable sporting success this term in Netball, Rugby, Football, Badminton and 
Athletics. It has been impressive to see these teams grow and develop together and almost every team 
has won at least one of their external matches against other schools this term. Congratulations to the 
follow students who have been named as ‘Player of the Term’ for their ongoing dedication and 
participation: Zac Smith (Y9), Nathanael Bekoe (Y8), Gabrielle Lawrence (Y8), Bremmer Breen (Y7), 
Ellie-Mae Wainhouse (Y7) and Albany Coates (Y7). 
 

We hope that as we move into the Christmas holidays, you have a fantastic break with your loved ones 
and enjoy the festivities. The academy will re-open for students on Tuesday 3 January at 8.25 am.  
 

Kind regards  
 
 
 
Mrs R Taylor 
Principal 


