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24 May 2017  
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
This term has seen some great examples of our students rising to a wide range of challenges placed 
upon them through both their work within school and through the extracurricular activities they engage 
in. 
 
This week sees the culmination of over 6 months of hard work for the cast of a ‘High School Musical’ 
and I know it is a show you will not want to miss; tickets have been selling fast but there are still a few 
for Thursday and Friday if you would like to bring the family and join in the fun #gowildcats! In addition 
to this, we have seen our rowing squad really come into their own, training hard together as a squad 
and tackling the water and their first competitive races with real tenacity.  
 
We have also discovered that we have some fearless students who have engaged in a series of scientific 
dissections from looking at the insides of a snake, to the heart of a Bull, the lungs of a sheep and most 
recently the inside of an eye ball! 
 
While not as gruesome but equally just as daunting, a group of 25 Year 9s undertook their practice Duke 

of Edinburgh expedition last weekend - walking 20 miles in the rain, putting up tents in the rain and 

generally having fun - in the rain! My grandfather would call it 'character building' but they certainly 
embodied what it means to be a Ruth Gorse citizen over the two days. Please follow our Twitter page 
for regular updates on all that is going on at the academy @gorse_ruth. 
 
I’m sure, like me, you were devastated by the brutal nature of the attack in Manchester earlier this week. 
Whilst events like these are incredibly rare, as a school we have been working on our emergency 
planning procedures. Currently all students and staff are comfortable with our fire emergency 
procedures and this is practiced regularly, but best practice guidance from the Local Authority and Police 
Force is to have in place a series of ‘emergency plans’ in place that cover: 

 Invacuation (including Lockdown) – containing all students on site, within the building and in the 
case of Lockdown secured within the nearest available room. 

 Invacuation procedures are used in response to an internal or external incident which could be 
a threat to the safety of children, staff and visitors in our academies and may be activated in 
response to any number of situations. For example: 

o A reported incident, disturbance in the local community. 
o A warning being received regarding a local risk of air pollution (smoke plume, gas cloud 

etc.) 
o An intruder on site. 
o A major fire in the vicinity of the school 
o The close proximity of an unaccompanied animal e.g. a dog. 

 Evacuation – removing all students from the site to the nearest, safest alternative point  

After half term it is our intention to share these plans with students so that they understand the reasoning 
behind them and are aware of the protocols that they would need to follow in the event of an emergency. 
Once students are familiar with this we intend to carry out a controlled training exercise of each of these 
events so that students to have the opportunity to practise their response.  

I recognise that this might be a daunting prospect as a parent, however I am sure you understand how 
important it is that our students are confident in knowing how to keep themselves safe in emergency 
situations and the opportunity to practise this within a safe controlled environment is of significant 
benefit. We will be communicating our plans to parents / carers further and in more detail after half term. 
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As we move into June and July, please can I remind you of the importance of maintaining a high level 
of attendance at school. Missing out on lessons leaves children vulnerable to falling behind; it is 
statistically proven that children with poor attendance tend to achieve less in secondary school. We are 
really proud of the fantastic attendance of the majority of students, and as an academy our attendance 
currently stands at 95.1% which is fantastic. In the first week back after the holidays we will be 
undertaking the attendance draws where students can win a range of White Rose vouchers and one 
family will win a £50.00 supermarket voucher. Thank you for your support with this – it really does make 
a difference to your son / daughters’ enjoyment of their education.  

Following a recent letter from Miss Mir, you may be aware that students at the Academy will be 

undertaking end of year examinations, called the Masters Examinations. This is an important activity 

within the school academic year because not only does it prepare them for the GCSE examination, it 

also provides them with the opportunity to demonstrate how much progress they have made while at 

The Ruth Gorse Academy. The Masters Examinations will commence from the 12th June 2017 and span 

two weeks. All exams will take place in the Sports Hall with the intention of replicating the conditions of 

a GCSE examination. Each year group have their own examination timetable which is attached to this 

letter and is available on the website under the letters section.  

As you may be aware the ITV television programme “This Morning” have been running a campaign titled 
“Be Kind”. The aim of this campaign is to help children know they can ask for help, for them to know 
how important it is to be kind to other people, to encourage young people to treat each other with 
kindness and ask adults to be role models and promote this positive attitude to young people. At The 
Ruth Gorse Academy, the importance of being kind is a message we fully support and actively 
encourage our young people to adopt. In the previous half term senior leaders have delivered 
assemblies to students about cyber bullying and sexting, the law around this and where to seek support 
if these issues are affecting them.   
 
As an academy we wish to support the Be Kind campaign run by This Morning and have decided to 
show students the promotional video during the Positive Discipline lesson on Tuesday 27th June. We 
will be discussing the issues raised sensitively with the students; this discussion will be led by their form 
tutor.  The video does contain emotional stories which we appreciate may be sensitive for some 
students. We will be ensuring that the vast amount of pastoral support the academy has is available for 
students to access should they feel the need. The Learning Mentor Team and all Senior Pastoral Staff 
will be readily available following the PD session. Students also have access to their Head or Year as 
well as their Form Tutor.  
 
If you would like to watch the video, please use the website address below. If you are concerned that 
this is not appropriate for your child to watch please contact your child’s Head of Year/Form Tutor to 
express this and alternative arrangements will be made for your child during this time.  
 
http://www.itv.com/thismorning/hot-topics/pledge-to-share-our-anti-bullying-message 
 
Lastly we view our parents/carers as a vital partner to our success as an academy and I would like to 
reaffirm our parental pledge to you. I guarantee that we will respond to parent/carer phone calls within 
two working days. If this does not happen then please contact a member of the leadership team and we 
will invite you into the academy for a formal meeting to address your concerns. We hope you enjoy the 
half term holiday break.  
 

Yours faithfully 
 
 
Rebekah Taylor 
Principal  
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