
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

   

     

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps @ TRGA 
 

Your weekly Careers news! 9th October 2017 

Next Steps @ TRGA is a weekly newsletter which aims to provide students at TRGA with useful careers 

information, advice and ideas for the future – stay tuned for more tips and information next week! 

“Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.  

 

Monday Morning inspiration: 

 “Do or do not, there is no try”. 

Yoda 
 

 

I want to know more about… 

 

Got a job or career area you’d like to 

find out more about that we haven’t 

featured in the newsletter yet? 

 

Let us know by coming and speaking to 

Mr. Webb in the Careers Room! 

 

 

  

Need some support with 

your future plans?  
 

Speak to your Careers Adviser! 
 

 

 

 

You can find Mr. Webb in the Careers 

Room (203) on the 2nd floor at breaks or 

lunchtimes if you have any questions! 

cwebb@penistone-gs.uk 

 

 

For more info on the Coffee        

industry, check out these sites: 

http://www.coffeeinstitute.org/  

https://www.craftbeveragejobs.com/coffee-          

jobs-guide-to-a-career-in-coffee/  

(US website but good description of job roles) 

 

This week, we have mixed things up slightly with a career profile from a 

real-life Coffee Buyer! 

Coffee Buyer 
    

Career of the week 

Holly Bowman North Star Coffee Roasters 

As coffee buyer, my role involves a lot of coffee tasting to ensure we are getting the best beans for 

our business. The quality of what ends up in your cup starts with picking the right producers to 

work with so it is really important we get this right. My role involves a lot of travel around the world 

to visit the farmers we work with and to check their farm workers and land are well looked after. 

I love how global my role is allowing me to work with people all over the world and learn 

about their lives and culture. I am often out of my comfort zone and am regularly 

challenged which I find really exciting. I am very much a people person and coffee is a 

very sociable industry, which suits me well. 

Running your own business is always challenging, the hours we work are long and our pay 

doesn’t necessarily reflect how much work we do but the satisfaction we get from growing 

something from nothing makes it all worth it. We have a strong social focus with North Star 

and are committed to making a difference so I suppose it is all about what is important to 

you in life. 

I am a licensed Q Grader taster which 

allows me to grade coffee - this 

required me to take a 6-day exam full 

of blind tasting and smelling exercises 

– 22 exams in total and I had to pass 

all of them! This is by no means 

mandatory but does help you to access 

roles in the buying side of the industry. 

It would also be worth considering 

doing a few of the industry accredited 

exams in Barista Skills which are very 

well respected worldwide. 

 

Just go for it! If you have the enthusiasm 

and interest there really is no reason why 

you can’t do it - you don’t need a degree 

but you absolutely have to be hard 

working and motivated by more than just 

money – the coffee industry can offer up 

some incredible opportunities that will 

give you some of the best experiences in 

your life, you just have to take the 

chance when it comes your way!  

Tell us a little about what you do… 

What’s the best thing about your job? 

What sort of challenges do you face? 

What skills, qualifications or experience 

do you need to get into this industry? 

What advice would you give for anyone 

wanting to get into this type of job? 

mailto:cwebb@penistone-gs.uk
http://www.coffeeinstitute.org/
https://www.craftbeveragejobs.com/coffee-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20jobs-guide-to-a-career-in-coffee/
https://www.craftbeveragejobs.com/coffee-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20jobs-guide-to-a-career-in-coffee/


 
 

 

 

 

Careers-related news from TRGA and the local area!  

 

 

 

Keeping it local! 
Stay up-to-date with some of the education, training and work 

opportunities in the Leeds City Region: 

There are lots of different 

qualifications and courses 

available at schools and 

colleges around the local area, 

from A-levels to vocational 

qualifications like BTECs! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 

Apprenticeships involve training in an 

industry while working for an employer 

– this could be in anything from Animal 

Care to Law! As well as getting paid for 

the work they do, apprentices also 

complete a qualification with a college 

or training provider and can be a good 

option for students who don’t want to 

stay in full-time education after 16! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Volunteering is a great way to 

gain work experience in lots of 

different environments – you may 

need to be 16+ or 18+ for some of 

the opportunities available but 

because you are giving your time 

for free, you can do this type of 

work experience whenever you 

have the time to commit! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 

Getting a part-time job can 

help you to develop 

valuable work skills, like 

Communication, Problem 

Solving and Motivation and 

also help you earn money! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Ask the Adviser! 

We’ve made a lot of changes to 

the Careers section of the TRGA 

website, including a section 

especially for parents that 

includes a brand-new Careers 

email address that you can use 

to have any of your Careers-

related questions answered by            

Mr. Webb! 

The email address is: 

careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk  

 

 

National Rail Week 2017: 

This week marks the start of the 2nd annual National Rail Week, an event designed to help 

young people understand more about the wide range of job roles within the Rail industry! 

Did you know that the Rail industry…? 

…in the UK is one of the safest in the whole world! 

…delivers 1.6 billion passenger journeys per year! 

…provides more than 200,000 jobs to people in the UK! 

To find out more about Rail Week and some of the events happening around your 
area, check out the link below: 

https://www.railweek.com/  

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ucasprogress.com/search
https://www.hotcourses.com/
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
http://www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Becominganapprentice.aspx
https://vinspired.com/
https://do-it.org/
https://doinggoodleeds.org.uk/
https://www.indeed.co.uk/
http://www.e4s.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk
https://www.railweek.com/

