
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

   

     

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps @ TRGA 
 

Your weekly Careers news! 16th October 2017 

Next Steps @ TRGA is a weekly newsletter which aims to provide students at TRGA with useful careers 

information, advice and ideas for the future – stay tuned for more tips and information next week! 

“Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.  

 

Monday Morning inspiration: 

 “Tiny tweaks lead to big 
changes”. 

Amy Cuddy 
 

I want to know more about… 

 

Got a job or career area you’d like to 

find out more about that we haven’t 

featured in the newsletter yet? 

 

Let us know by coming and speaking to 

Mr. Webb in the Careers Room! 

 

 

  

Need some support with 

your future plans?  
 

Speak to your Careers Adviser! 
 

 

 

 

You can find Mr. Webb in the Careers 

Room (203) on the 2nd floor at breaks or 

lunchtimes if you have any questions! 

cwebb@penistone-gs.uk 

 

 
For more info on Engineering,            

check out these sites: 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/             

design-engineer  

http://www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk/ 

This week, we have mixed things up slightly with a career profile from a 

real-life Design Engineer! 

Design Engineer 
    

Career of the week 

Thomas Storvik DCA Design International 

I am an engineer at a product design consultancy. I work closely with industrial designers to make 

clients’ ideas a reality. We design everything from toothbrushes to trains with products that will be 

made and sold in the millions. My work can be proving a concept is physically possible, designing 

mechanisms to work inside a product, creating and testing prototypes to show it in action and 

communicating with manufacturers to get the final product ready to be shipped. 

 

Either that I get to spend every day being creative, or that being in a consultancy means I 

can be working on 2 completely different projects from one month to the next and won’t end 

up spending a career doing the same thing over and over. Both mean that I constantly get 

to learn and be challenged which seems to be a lot rarer than it should be in graduate jobs. 

 

Most of the challenges I face in my role focus on the need to be creative in thinking up 

solutions that may not seem obvious. This may be in creating mechanical systems to solve a 

problem or in modelling on a computer to get an idea of how the product will function in the 

real world but part of the job is managing to adapt your skill set to solve any problem that 

may come up. 

 

In any consultancy industry one of the main skills 

that is needed is the ability to communicate well 

with clients. While being able to design creative 

solutions and do the maths to back them up is 

important, if you can’t present and defend your 

ideas they won’t be used so I would recommend 

taking any chance you get to improve 

presentation skills. All the engineers where I 

work will have a master’s degree in Mechanical 

Engineering or Engineering Design and most 

people also have summer or year out work 

experience in a relevant field. 

 

Read outside of the curriculum. There are loads of 

really interesting websites on the industrial design 

and technology industries and they will give you a 

great idea of what might be involved in a career 

and act as a place to draw inspiration from in 

future projects. Especially as technology is moving 

forward as fast as it is, being able to talk about the 

latest advancements in 3D printing (which we use 

a lot for prototyping) or an awesome concept 

someone is trying to raise funds for on Kickstarter 

will be really useful. I personally would 

recommend www.core77.com for industrial 

design but a quick Google search will bring up 

100s of blogs and sites. 

 

Tell us a little about what you do… 

What’s the best thing about your job? 

What sort of challenges do you face? 

What skills, qualifications or experience 

do you need to get into this industry? 

What advice would you give for anyone 

wanting to get into this type of job? 

mailto:cwebb@penistone-gs.uk
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/
http://www.core77.com/


 
 

 

 

 

Careers-related news from TRGA and the local area!  

 

 

 

Keeping it local! 
Stay up-to-date with some of the education, training and work 

opportunities in the Leeds City Region: 

There are lots of different 

qualifications and courses 

available at schools and 

colleges around the local area, 

from A-levels to vocational 

qualifications like BTECs! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 

Apprenticeships involve training in an 

industry while working for an employer 

– this could be in anything from Animal 

Care to Law! As well as getting paid for 

the work they do, apprentices also 

complete a qualification with a college 

or training provider and can be a good 

option for students who don’t want to 

stay in full-time education after 16! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Volunteering is a great way to 

gain work experience in lots of 

different environments – you may 

need to be 16+ or 18+ for some of 

the opportunities available but 

because you are giving your time 

for free, you can do this type of 

work experience whenever you 

have the time to commit! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 

Getting a part-time job can 

help you to develop 

valuable work skills, like 

Communication, Problem 

Solving and Motivation and 

also help you earn money! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Leeds City College Open 

Evening: 

For any Year 10 students 

interested, Leeds City College 

are hosting an Open Evening at 

their Printworks campus (just 

down the road from TRGA) from 

4pm-7pm on Wednesday 1st 

November. You can book online 

using the following link: 

http://www.leedscitycollege.ac.u

k/whats-happening/open-

events/leeds-city-college-open-

day-november/  

 

Looking for something new to try over half-term? 

After all your hard work over the past 7 weeks, you are probably looking forward to 

enjoying a well-earned break over half-term! If, however, you feel like you want to keep 

busy on your week off and learn something new, why not start a free course on one of the 

following great websites and pick up some useful new skills along the way! 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Free courses in everything from Business and 

Management to Health and Psychology:                                                 

https://www.futurelearn.com/  

Learn all about programming and software development 

through this great free coding website: 

https://www.codecademy.com/  

Hundreds of hours of free courses, videos and interactive 

lessons from the Open University: 

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/#  

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ucasprogress.com/search
https://www.hotcourses.com/
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
http://www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Becominganapprentice.aspx
https://vinspired.com/
https://do-it.org/
https://doinggoodleeds.org.uk/
https://www.indeed.co.uk/
http://www.e4s.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.leedscitycollege.ac.uk/whats-happening/open-events/leeds-city-college-open-day-november/
http://www.leedscitycollege.ac.uk/whats-happening/open-events/leeds-city-college-open-day-november/
http://www.leedscitycollege.ac.uk/whats-happening/open-events/leeds-city-college-open-day-november/
http://www.leedscitycollege.ac.uk/whats-happening/open-events/leeds-city-college-open-day-november/
https://www.futurelearn.com/
https://www.codecademy.com/
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/

