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Your weekly Careers news!

Next Steps @ TRGA is a weekly newsletter which aims to provide students at TRGA with useful careers
information, advice and ideas for the future – stay tuned for more tips and information next week!
“Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.
Career
of the week
This week, we’ve mixed things up slightly with a career profile from a real-life
Chartered Architect!

Architect
Lisa Nutton

Watson Batty Architects

I want to know more about…
Got a job or career area you’d like to
find out more about that we haven’t
featured in the newsletter yet?
Let us know by coming and
speaking to Mr. Webb in the
Careers Room!

Tell us a little about what you do…
The role of an architect is like going on a journey. It starts by talking to your client to establish a
brief to develop the concept design. You then collate information about the site in the form of
surveys and reports to help inform your design. Once you have sought Planning and Building
Regulations approvals and liaised with other consultants such as Structural Engineers and
Quantity Surveyors, a full package of information is issued to the builder. Once work starts on site
you make regular visits to monitor the quality of the work and check the construction is
proceeding on time. Often architects are also responsible for running site meetings and issuing
instructions to address the various issues that arise on the construction site.

What sort of challenges do you face?
The best thing about this job is that no two
days are the same. Each day presents a
different set of challenges and you are
always learning new and exciting things.

Keeping abreast of changes in
regulations and product
specifications. Overcoming
challenging designs in terms of
actually making them work,
ensuring they are affordable and
obtaining planning permission.

What’s the best thing about your job?
Having a basic understanding of
maths is important. Learning DT, Art,
and Graphic Design at school, and
taking a course in computer-aided
design (CAD) at college all helped
me in my career. I would definitely
recommend that having skills in
graphic and 3D packages such as
Photoshop and SketchUp to name
but a couple. These can be attractive
for prospective employers. Learning
about new systems like BIM
(Building Information Modelling) is
also important, as this will be the
future of work for most Architects.

What did you learn in school that has
helped you with your current job?

Monday Morning inspiration:
“If you knew how much work went into
it, you wouldn’t call it genius.”

Michelangelo

Need some support with
your future plans?
Speak to your Careers Adviser!

What skills do you need to
get into this kind of job?







3D spatial awareness in terms of
being able to imagine and
understand volumes and spaces
Creativity in terms of being able to
express your thoughts and ideas
A broad technical knowledge base
in terms of identifying appropriate
materials and complying with
regulations and codes of practice
Understanding of the capabilities of
structures in order to make your
concept ideas a reality

You can find Mr. Webb in the Careers
Room (203) on the 2nd floor at breaks or
lunchtimes if you have any questions!
Email: careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk
cwebb@penistone-gs.uk

For more info on Architecture,
check out these links:
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobprofiles/architect
https://www.architecture.com//media/files/learning/thinkarchitecture.pdf

Keeping it local!
Stay up-to-date with some of the education, training and work
opportunities in the Leeds City Region:
Careers-related news from TRGA and the local area!

Year of Engineering 2018
The UK government have decided to make 2018 the Year of Engineering, in order to celebrate the great
contribution that Engineering makes to our country and to encourage young people to join the profession –
this means some exciting opportunities for our students at The Ruth Gorse Academy!
Throughout the year, our school will be working with partners from companies and training providers like
STEM Ambassadors, WISE and Leeds College of Building to create workshops, events and visits for our
students to find out more about the different types of Engineering and what being an Engineer is like!
http://www.dft.gov.uk/year-of-engineering-2018/
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Apprenticeships involve training in an
industry while working for an employer
– this could be in anything from Animal
Care to Law! As well as getting paid for
the work they do, apprentices also
complete a qualification with a college
or training provider and can be a good
option for students who don’t want to
stay in full-time education after 16!

There are lots of different
qualifications and courses
available at schools and
colleges around the local area,
from A-levels to vocational
qualifications like BTECs!

Volunteering is a great way to
gain work experience in lots of
different environments – you may
need to be 16+ or 18+ for some of
the opportunities available but
because you are giving your time
for free, you can do this type of
work experience whenever you
have the time to commit!
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more information…
Getting a part-time job can
help you to develop
valuable work skills, like
Communication, Problem
Solving and Motivation and
also help you earn money!

