
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

   

   

     

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps @ TRGA 
 

Your weekly Careers news! 29th January 2018 

Next Steps @ TRGA is a weekly newsletter which aims to provide students at TRGA with useful careers 

information, advice and ideas for the future – stay tuned for more tips and information next week! 

“Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.  

 

Monday Morning inspiration: 

“If you’re waiting until you’re 

talented enough to make it, you’ll 
never make it”. 

Criss Jami 
 

I want to know more about… 

 

Got a job or career area you’d like to 

find out more about that we haven’t 

featured in the newsletter yet? 

 

Let us know by coming and speaking to 

Mr. Webb in the Careers Room! 

 

 

  

Need some support with 

your future plans?  

Speak to your Careers Adviser! 
 

 

 

 

You can find Mr. Webb in the Careers 

Room (203) on the 2nd floor at breaks or 

lunchtimes if you have any questions! 

Email: careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk  

cwebb@penistone-gs.uk 

 

 
For more info on Bitcoin,           

check out the links below: 

http://www.dummies.com/software/bitcoin-for-

dummies-cheat-sheet/ 

http://www.economist.com/topics/bitcoins 

This week, we’ve mixed things up slightly with a spotlight on the 

cryptocurrency Bitcoin from Andrew Stanger, an Accountant and Bitcoin 

investor/enthusiast, who explains how this technology is changing the face of 

money as we know it! 

Bitcoin – a beginner’s guide… 
    

Career of the week 

So, what is Bitcoin? 

Imagine you have a metal, which is very scarce, like gold – there is only a small 

amount of it on the planet. However, what if this metal could be sent over the internet? 

This is what Bitcoin is – it is the first digital ‘thing’ that is only available in limited 

amounts, rather than being available to copy. Nobody in the world, not even 

researchers at Google, Microsoft and the University of Cambridge thought creating 

something like this was possible but one unknown person, working entirely by 

themselves and going by the name ‘Satoshi Nakamoto’, made it happen in 2009! 

Okay, so how does it actually work? 

Imagine 10 people playing a game of 

cards – each player has 100 tokens. 

After the first round of playing, each 

player updates their notepad. One 

player might be very good and now has 

150 tokens and another player might be 

terrible and is down to zero. Each player 

then shows each other their notepad to 

prove that they match and that nobody 

has cheated. 

This is how Bitcoin works, except that 

instead of people with notepads there 

are computers spread all over the world. 

Each computer keeps a copy of the 

Bitcoin database (known as the 

‘blockchain’), which keeps a list of the 

Bitcoin accounts and how many Bitcoins 

are in these accounts. If someone wants 

to transfer Bitcoins to another person’s 

Bitcoin ‘wallet’ (software stored on your 

computer or phone), it generates a file 

with details of the transaction that are 

then checked on every computer in the 

network to prove that the transfer of 

Bitcoins was successful – in a nutshell, 

this is how the system works! 

So, why get involved with Bitcoin? 

The best thing about Bitcoin is that it is 

not controlled by anyone – unlike in a 

bank, you can open an account in 30 

seconds, send money anywhere in the 

world in under 10 minutes and nobody 

can steal your money or block you 

sending money to someone else. 

Because Bitcoin is a digital currency, it 

also means you can store it wherever 

you want, even on a USB memory stick! 

Many businesses now accept Bitcoin as 

a form of payment and in time we could 

even see digital currencies like Bitcoin 

replace physical money as the standard 

form of payment for goods and services! 

What if I want to buy Bitcoin in the future? 

Anyone with a credit or debit card can buy 

Bitcoin – to do so, you need to use a Bitcoin 

exchange such as Coinbase, which is the 

largest Western exchange and has a very 

good reputation - 

https://www.coinbase.com/?locale=en  

However, it should be noted that Bitcoin is 

an investment and there is no guarantee that 

you will necessarily make money from it! 

mailto:careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk
mailto:cwebb@penistone-gs.uk
http://www.dummies.com/software/bitcoin-for-dummies-cheat-sheet/
http://www.dummies.com/software/bitcoin-for-dummies-cheat-sheet/
http://www.economist.com/topics/bitcoins
https://www.coinbase.com/?locale=en


 
 

 

 

 

Careers-related news from TRGA and the local area!  

 

 

                                                                                     

If you are currently in Year 8 or Year 9, you have no doubt already read through your GCSE Options booklet and started 

to think about the first choice and reserve subjects you are interested in taking for your GCSEs next year! However, for 

those of you who are still on the fence about your options choices for next year, never fear, as Mr. Webb has some      

Top Tips for you to consider as you start to make your final decisions over the next few weeks: 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER: Mr. Webb will be available at both the Year 9 Options Evening on Monday 5th February and the Year 8 

Options Evening on Thursday 22nd February if you have any questions you want to ask him! 

Keeping it local! 
Stay up-to-date with some of the education, training and work 

opportunities in the Leeds City Region: 

There are lots of different 

qualifications and courses 

available at schools and 

colleges around the local area, 

from A-levels to vocational 

qualifications like BTECs! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 
Apprenticeships involve training in an 

industry while working for an employer 

– this could be in anything from Animal 

Care to Law! As well as getting paid for 

the work they do, apprentices also 

complete a qualification with a college 

or training provider and can be a good 

option for students who don’t want to 

stay in full-time education after 16! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Volunteering is a great way to 

gain work experience in lots of 

different environments – you may 

need to be 16+ or 18+ for some of 

the opportunities available but 

because you are giving your time 

for free, you can do this type of 

work experience whenever you 

have the time to commit! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 

Getting a part-time job can 

help you to develop 

valuable work skills, like 

Communication, Problem 

Solving and Motivation and 

also help you earn money! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Year 8 and 9 GCSE Options 2018: Decisions, decisions… 

 

1 
 

2 

 

3 

 

https://www.ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk/ks4-options/  

Read your GCSE Options booklet 

and make a shortlist of the two first 

choice and two reserve subjects you 

want to find out more about at the 

upcoming GCSE Options Evening! 

Speak to the teachers of the 

subjects you are interested in and  

find out what you will learn about by 

doing these qualifications at GCSE 

or BTEC next year – this will help 

you to see if they are right for you! 

Look at the subjects you enjoy and 

are good at to see what careers might 

relate to these areas and what skills 

you can learn from these subjects – 

this website is a great starting point: 

https://careersyandh.co.uk/Inspiringyandh

/iyh_pages/careers_in_the_curriculum/5  

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ucasprogress.com/search
https://www.hotcourses.com/
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
http://www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Becominganapprentice.aspx
https://vinspired.com/
https://do-it.org/
https://doinggoodleeds.org.uk/
https://www.indeed.co.uk/
http://www.e4s.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk/ks4-options/
https://careersyandh.co.uk/Inspiringyandh/iyh_pages/careers_in_the_curriculum/5
https://careersyandh.co.uk/Inspiringyandh/iyh_pages/careers_in_the_curriculum/5

