
 

  
 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

   

   

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps @ TRGA 
 

Your weekly Careers news! 26th November 2018 

Next Steps @ TRGA is a weekly newsletter which aims to provide students at TRGA with useful careers 

information, advice and ideas for the future – stay tuned for more tips and information next week! 

“Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.  

 

Monday Morning inspiration: 

 “Act as if what you do makes a 
difference. It does.”            

William James 

I want to know more about… 

 

Got a job or career area you’d like 

to find out more about that we 

haven’t featured in the newsletter? 

 

Let us know by coming and 

speaking to Mr. Webb in the 

Careers Room (Room 203)!  

 

 

 

 

  

Need some support with 

your future plans?  

Speak to your Careers Adviser! 
 

 

 

 

You can find Mr. Webb in the Careers 

Room (203) on the 2nd floor at breaks or 

lunchtimes if you have any questions! 

Email: careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk  

cwebb@penistone-gs.uk 

 

 

For more info on similar careers,                  

check out the link below: 

https://www.goconstruct.org/learn-about-

construction/find-the-role-for-you/career-

explorer/quantity-surveyor/ 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-

profiles/quantity-surveyor 

This week – Quantity Surveyor  

Career of the week 

Sinead Burke 

Tell us a little about what you do… 

I’m a quantity surveyor, which involves managing all the costs related to a construction project; 

from the initial planning stages, right through to the completed building. The idea is to seek the 

best quality of work and achieve standards, whilst also reducing costs. I work both in an office and 

also on construction sites across Yorkshire. Examples of day-to-day tasks include preparing cost 

estimates from plans, analysing costs, site measures to value work and advising on requirements 

for building projects, for example solving damp issues. 

What’s the best thing about your job? 

I love the fact that I get to travel around Yorkshire, visiting various sites and working with many 

different people. It’s a very sociable job and also an interesting one – especially when working on 

complex projects such as renovating heritage buildings. I’m currently working on the conversion 

of part of High Royds Hospital, a Grade II listed building in Menston. 

 

What sort of challenges do you face? 

As part of the role, I need to keep track of a number of sites at once, which is sometimes pretty 

busy! I’m also completing my apprenticeship at Leeds College of Building alongside working, 

which means I have coursework to do on top of work. Being a female in the construction industry 

is not a challenge as much but something that makes me stand out on site. The number of 

women in the industry is steadily increasing though, which is great! 

 

What skills, qualifications or experience 

do you need to get into this industry? 

You need to be practically minded, with good time 

management and communication skills. You have to 

work as a member of a team and be very motivated in 

your work. A good grasp on financial management is 

important too. Don’t worry about having all those 

skills to begin with though – they do develop over 

time and with experience! I have learnt so much in 

the last four years. There are two routes into 

becoming a chartered quantity surveyor. You can 

study a degree in surveying, which takes three years. 

The other option is to undertake an apprenticeship. 

This takes four years; however, you work while you 

learn, which also means you earn too! 

 

The other option is to undertake 

Write to some companies and 

ask if you can do some voluntary 

work experience, shadowing a 

quantity surveyor. Not only will 

this give you a great idea of what 

the job is like, but it may also 

open up opportunities for you to 

undertake an apprenticeship. 

Companies are often looking for 

enthusiastic young people to train 

up, so the more effort you put in, 

the more you will benefit! 

What advice would you give to someone 

wanting to get into this type of work? 

mailto:careers@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk
mailto:cwebb@penistone-gs.uk
https://www.goconstruct.org/learn-about-construction/find-the-role-for-you/career-explorer/quantity-surveyor/
https://www.goconstruct.org/learn-about-construction/find-the-role-for-you/career-explorer/quantity-surveyor/
https://www.goconstruct.org/learn-about-construction/find-the-role-for-you/career-explorer/quantity-surveyor/


 
 

 

 

 

Careers-related news from TRGA and the local area!  

 

 

                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

Keeping it local! 
Stay up-to-date with some of the education, training and work 

opportunities in the Leeds City Region: 

There are lots of different 

qualifications and courses 

available at schools and 

colleges around the local area, 

from A-levels to vocational 

qualifications like BTECs! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 
Apprenticeships involve training in an 

industry while working for an employer 

– this could be in anything from Animal 

Care to Law! As well as getting paid for 

the work they do, apprentices also 

complete a qualification with a college 

or training provider and can be a good 

option for students who don’t want to 

stay in full-time education after 16! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

Volunteering is a great way to 

gain work experience in lots of 

different environments – you may 

need to be 16+ or 18+ for some of 

the opportunities available but 

because you are giving your time 

for free, you can do this type of 

work experience whenever you 

have the time to commit! 

You can also visit some 

of these websites for 

more information… 

Getting a part-time job can 

help you to develop 

valuable work skills, like 

Communication, Problem 

Solving and Motivation and 

also help you earn money! 

You can also visit some of these 

websites for more information… 

                                                                                                                                          MOOC of the WEEK! 

As you begin your applications 

for post-16 using the UCAS 

Progress system, it is important 

that you feel comfortable with 

the sixth forms, colleges and 

training providers you may want 

to move on to after Year 11. 

Open Days are a great way to 

do this, so please check out the 

Open Day posters on your form 

room doors for upcoming dates 

or speak to Mr. Webb about the 

visits at the end of November! 

Year 11 – Upcoming Open Days! 

A MOOC, or Massive Open Online Course, is a type of 

online education programme that people of any age 

can access through the internet, often for free! 

This week’s MOOC of the Week is ideal for anyone 

who has been enjoying the recent episode of 

‘Dynasties’ on BBC One, as it provides an overview of 

the biology of animals living in polar conditions –     

check it out! 

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/

nature-environment/natural-

history/animals-the-extremes-

polar-biology/content-section-

0?active-tab=description-tab 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ucasprogress.com/search
https://www.hotcourses.com/
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
http://www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Becominganapprentice.aspx
https://vinspired.com/
https://do-it.org/
https://doinggoodleeds.org.uk/
https://www.indeed.co.uk/
http://www.e4s.co.uk/
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/leedspathways/Pages/default.aspx

