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ADDRESS TO PARENTS 
Dear Parent / Carer 

This course booklet aims to give you details of all the subjects which will be available for your child to 
study when they begin their Key Stage 4 courses in September 2020. 

Due to the changing needs of our students, and government directives, we review our curriculum offer 
yearly so please do not assume that courses and pathways that were available to elder siblings will be 
the same for our current Year 8. All students will study a selection of mandatory subjects and will then 
take a further three optional subjects. All GCSE subjects will be graded according to the reformed 9-1 
grading system with grade 4 equivalent to an old grade C and grade 7 equivalent to old grade A. BTEC 
and vocational courses are graded using the existing Distinction, Merit, Pass criteria (with Distinction* 
for outstanding attainment). 

All students will study the following mandatory subjects: 

English Language

English Literature

Mathematics 

Science (Worth 2 GCSE Grades)

Geography or History

Physical Education (Non-Examined Subject)

Forensic Reading (Non-Examined Subject)

Students will then choose three other subjects to complete their subject profile.

Please note that although we do our best to cater for everyone’s choices, this may not always be possible 
where the number of places on a course is limited by the number of teachers or the equipment and 
resources available. We may also need to cancel courses if there is insufficient interest. 

Although most courses in this booklet are likely to be unaffected, please be aware that a chosen course 
could change in terms of content should the government make changes to their ‘approved’ courses list. In 
this case, we would seek to move students to a similar course or alternatively offer students their backup 
subject, which they are asked to select as part of this process. 

We hope you find the information in the booklet useful and informative. Before choices are made students 
will have the chance to talk to careers advisors, a member of the Senior Leadership Team, department 
and pastoral representatives; including the Year 8 team. At this point it is always worth reiterating that 
our advice in option selection is to choose subjects that are enjoyable and ones where students feel 
confident in making progress. 

Yours faithfully

Mrs R Taylor     
Principal    

PATHWAYS

W
Options include Art and Design

Business Enterprise
Citizenship
Computer Science

French
Graphics and Textiles
Hospitality and Catering
BTEC DIT

Music
Performing Arts
Religious Studies
Spanish

Sports Studies

Students have been allocated a Pathway based on their current levels of attainment. 

Pathway A

Subject Number of GCSEs 
(or equivalent)

Number of lessons 
in Year 9

Number of lessons 
in Year 10

Number of lessons 
in Year 11

Mathematics 1 4 4 4

English (Language and Literature) 2 4 4 4

Science 2 4 4 4

History or Geography 1 3 3 3

MFL (French or German) 1 3 3 3

Option 3 1 3 3 3

Option 4 1 3 3 3

Core PE 0 1 1 1

Total 9

The highest attaining students are on Pathway A; this Pathway is designed to allow our students to compete with the very best 
in the country. Students on Pathway A will study the English Baccalaureate set of subjects, this is the gold standard in education.

Pathway B

Subject Number of GCSEs 
(or equivalent)

Number of lessons 
in Year 9

Number of lessons 
in Year 10

Number of lessons 
in Year 11

Mathematics 1 4 4 4

English (Language and Literature) 2 4 4 4

Science 2 4 4 4

History or Geography 1 3 3 3

Option 2 1 3 3 0

Option 3 1 3 3 3

Option 4 1 3 3 3

Core PE 0 1 1 1

Total 9

The majority of students are on Pathway B; this Pathway is designed to allow our students to complete The English Baccalaureate 
if they wish but also allows students the flexibility to not select a Modern Foreign Language.
This Pathway will ensure the highest possible standards in English, Mathematics and Science

If a child has not met the expected standard of the National Curriculum in Key Stage 3 they will be required to complete additional study in 
these areas. Once they have met the required standard they will resume their KS4 Options.
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MAKING A CHOICE 
FROM THE OPTION LIST: 
OUR TOP TIPS!

Choose subjects which you will 
enjoy studying.1 Aim at a balance of subjects.2

Certain grades are required for 
some specific careers and for higher 
education.  If your son/daughter has 
a definite career in mind, then discuss 
which subjects are essential for that 
career with the above-named staff.  It is 
anticipated that most Year 8 students 
will not have decided upon a career 
at this stage and many of those who 
have decided may wish to change their 
career aim at a later time.  Therefore, it 
is wise to select subjects which allow 
the widest possible career choice in 
later years.

4

Please ensure you do not let your son/daughter choose a subject because a friend is taking 
that subject or because he/she expects to be taught by a particular member of staff. There 
are no guarantees which member of staff will teach which group and which students will 
be in which group. 

5

If in doubt about the choices, discuss 
this at the Options Evening with one of 
the following members of staff:
A) Members of the Senior Leadership 
Team who will be in the Dining Hall

B) Matthew Pearson (Associate 
Assistant Principal i/c KS4 Options)

C) Zoe Burlison (Academic Progress 
Leader for Year 8)

D) Emily Thackray (Careers Advisor)

E) Or make an appointment to come 
in to talk through choices with us.

3

Although it is the intention to give parents/carers and students a major role in choosing subjects, 
it may not be possible, because of staffing levels, student numbers or because the choice is 
educationally unwise, to agree to all choices made by parents and students.  In such instances 
final decisions will rest with the Principal.

CORE SUBJECTS
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QUALIFICATION DETAILS  
Eduqas GCSE English Language

COURSE OUTLINE 
You will be taught how to analyse texts and comment on evidence as well as how to use your time 
effectively in the exam. You will be taught to write for a range of purposes and audiences as well 
as across a range of formats.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?   
You will sit two exams:

Component 1 takes 1 hour 45 minutes and is worth 40%

In Section A, you are given one extract from a piece of fiction. 
You will be asked a number of questions on this extract which 
test your ability to: select and retrieve information, infer things 
that are hinted at, appreciate a writer ’s craft, evaluate an opinion. 
In Section B, you will have to write one piece of creative writing 
from a choice of titles. These titles may ask you to: Write about a 
time a particular thing happened, write a story with a particular 
title, start a story with a particular phrase, finish a story with a 
particular phrase.

Component 2 takes 2 hours and is worth 60%

In Section A, you are given two extracts from 19th Century and 
21st Century non-fiction. You will be asked a number of questions 
on these extracts which test your ability to: select and retrieve 
information, appreciate a writer ’s craft, evaluate an opinion, collate 
and summarise information from multiple sources. In Section B, 
you will have to write TWO pieces of transactional writing. You 
will not have a choice in your format or topic. You may be asked 
to write one of the following: a speech, an article, a review, a letter 
or a report. To a particular audience: your local community, your 
year group at school, your friend or family member.

PROGRESSION ROUTES  
Studying English Language is a great starting 
point for further study at A-level and at 
university in subjects such as Law, Creative 
Writing, Drama, Media, Sociology, Psychology, 
Philosophy and Ethics and History.

CAREER PROSPECTS
English Language could springboard you into a 
range of careers: Advertising, Public Speaking, 
Teaching and Marketing.  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
English Language opens many doors for your future. You are taught how to read, 
comprehend and write creative fiction and transactional non-fiction texts which will be 
useful in your adult lives both personally and professionally.
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QUALIFICATION DETAILS 

AQA GCSE English Literature

COURSE OUTLINE
You will read and analyse the following texts:

• Macbeth by William Shakespeare
• A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
• An Inspector Calls by J. B. Priestley
• A collection of 15 poems from a variety of poets and time frames

You will explore what each texts teaches us about human nature and begin forming your own ideas.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?  
You will sit two exams:

Paper 1 takes 1 hour 45 minutes and is worth 40%

You will answer two questions. One on Macbeth and one 
on A Christmas Carol. An extract will be included and 
you will be asked to explore how a character or theme 
is presented in that extract and compare it to how it is 
presented in the play or novel as a whole.

Paper 2 takes 2 hours and 15 minutes and is worth 60%

You will answer four questions. In Section A, you will 
choose one (from a choice of two) on how a character 
or a theme is presented in the play. You will not be given 
an extract in this paper. In In Section B, one of the poems 
you have studied will be named for you to analyse and 
compare with another poem you have studied. In Section 
C, you will be asked to analyse a poem you have never 
seen before using the skills you have learned in analysing 
poetry. In Section D, you will have to compare that poem 
to another one you have never seen before and look at 
the ways both writers use poetic methods.

PROGRESSION ROUTES   
Studying English Literature is a great starting 
point for further study at A-level and at 
university in subjects such as Law, Creative 
Writing, Drama, Media, Sociology, Psychology, 
Philosophy and Ethics and History.

CAREER PROSPECTS
Studying English Literature can lead on to a 
wide range of exciting careers in areas such as: 
writer, journalist, lawyer, teacher, actor, public 
speaker, website creator.

ENGLISH LITERATURE
English Literature explores what it means to be human. Since mankind first put pen 
to paper, we have recorded and explored the human experience in order to learn from 
others, empathise and look to the future. The texts you will explore for your GCSE 
explore ideas of human weakness as well as human power. They will ask questions 
about responsibility,  hope, fear,  love and guilt .
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SCIENCE
Advances in science are transforming our world at an incredible pace, and our children’s 
future will surely be filled with leaps in technology we can only imagine. Science is 
everywhere in today’s world, and being ‘scientifically literate’ is important as the world is 
shaped around us.

QUALIFICATION DETAILS  
AQA GCSE Trilogy Combined Science (8464)

COURSE OUTLINE
Within Trilogy Science you will studying 3 discreet subjects: Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
Within Biology your studies will include the structure of cells, genetics and broader topics like Ecology. Within 
Chemistry your work will include the structure of atoms and their bonding, chemical reactions and you will 
also have the opportunity to assess the wider impact of chemistry in the world, for example through use of 
plastics. Finally, within Physics you will study the impact of forces and energy on world around us, linked to 
how this understanding has allowed us to develop new technologies. 
Units from the different subjects are taught separately. Some units will be taught in Year 9, others in Year 10 
and finally some in Year 11. You will also need to develop your mathematics and practical skills to allow you 
to succeed at the course.

PROGRESSION ROUTES  
At A-Level you may wish to pursue the discreet 
subjects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. There 
are also a range of Post 16 Applied Science and 
technical courses but individual course details vary 
according to the college or apprenticeship chosen. 
If you choose not to pursue a career in science the 
skills and knowledge gained whilst completing 
Science continue to be used both during the study 
of other subjects as well as allowing us to better 
understand our daily lives. 

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?  
Throughout each year you will have both 
internal school assessments and longer Trust 
aligned assessments to prepare you for the final 
terminal examinations. 

The Trilogy GCSE examination consists of 6 
external papers, two for each subject, which will 
be assessed in the summer of Year 11. Exams 
will be tiered and students could follow either 
a Higher or Foundation pathway ( this will be 
decided in Year 11). 

Your final double grade is based on the outcome 
of all 6 examination papers.

CAREER PROSPECTS  
A qualification in science is desirable for most 
career routes, especially within the fields of 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics). Some examples of potential 
career fields include research, medicine Sport, 
Cookery, Computer Science and Mathematics.

COURSE OUTLINE
You will study the six strands of mathematics: Algebra, Number, Geometry, Ratio & Proportion,  
Statistics and Probability, consolidating and extending your prior knowledge from Key Stage 3.  
Each strand is divided into specific units of study, e.g. Trigonometry within Geometry.

For each unit, you will develop your mathematical fluency of the techniques within that topic.  
E.g. practice using a formula. You will also develop your mathematical reasoning, deepening your 
understanding of the concept as well as solving associated real-life problems.

QUALIFICATION DETAILS  
OCR GCSE Mathematics (J560)

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?   
There are three linear exams at the end of year 
11.  Paper 1 and 3 are Calculator papers, with 
Paper 2 being Non-Calculator.  Each paper will 
cover content from the 6 strands of mathematics 
as well assessing against the three Assessment 
Objectives: Fluency (AO1), Reasoning (AO2) 
and Problem Solving (AO3).  

You will be entered for either the Foundation or 
Higher tier.  The grading for Foundation is Grade 
1 – 5, with Higher as 4 – 9.  The tier entry for each 
student will be based on their target grade and 
their prior attainment, with this decision being 
made in Year 11.  

PROGRESSION ROUTES  
A-Level Mathematics and other related 
disciplines e.g. Statistics, Further Mathematics, 
particularly if you have studied the Higher 
specification.  There are a number of other 
Level-3 qualifications related to mathematics 
available.

CAREER PROSPECTS
Many careers stem from mathematics 
qualif ications including: Mathematical 
modelling, Accountancy, Banking, Computing, 
Engineering, Retail, Data Analyst and Medicine. 

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics is essential to everyday life,  providing a foundation for understanding the 
world.  It is integral for disciplines such as science, technology and engineering and 
necessary for financial literacy and most forms of employment.  A strong understanding 
of mathematics also leads to an appreciation of the power and beauty of the subject 
and its impact on the world. 
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QUALIFICATION DETAILS  
AQA GCSE Geography (9-1) 

COURSE OUTLINE
The course is split into three units. Unit 1 looks at the physical environment and includes topics 
on climate change, tectonic hazards, tropical rainforests and hot deserts. In unit 2 you will study 
how humans interact with the world and includes topics on urban change and development and 
water as a global resource. Unit 3 includes a field work element where you will visit places to study 
the geography of the area. It also includes an enquiry question where you will be asked to make a 
decision on a current geographical issues, for example the deforestation of the rainforest. 

CAREER PROSPECTS
Popular careers for people with Geography 
qualifications include: town or transport 
planning, surveying, conservation, sustainability, 
waste and water management, environmental 
planning, tourism, and weather forecasting. 

The army, police, government, research 
organisations, law and business world also 
make us of the practical research skills that 
geographers develop. As Geographers learn 
about human and population development, 
Geography can also be useful for jobs in charity 
and international relations.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
Geography is now assessed 100% through 
examination. As part of paper 3 you will 
attend two field trips which will enhance 
your knowledge of paper 1 and 2 and provide 
you with the skills and knowledge needed to 
succeed at paper 3.

PROGRESSION ROUTES  
Studying Geography not only allows to continue 
studying Geography at ‘A’ Level Geography 
but is an excllent starting point for other level 
2 courses at college, for example Travel and 
Tourism.

GEOGRAPHY
Geography will help you develop your communication and teamwork skills,  through both 
classroom and fieldwork activities. You will also develop your research and analytical 
skills though fieldwork and enquiry questions. Geography is unique in bridging the 
social sciences with the natural world and as a result of this,  geography offers you 
many transferable skills which are highly respected by employers. 

EBacc OPTION 
SUBJECTS

Pathway A must select History or Geography and French or Spanish. For example, 
Geography and French.

Pathway B must select History or Geography. A language can also be selected as an 
option. 
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QUALIFICATION DETAILS   
OCR GCSE History B (9-1)

COURSE OUTLINE
Unit 1: British History: - People’s Health, c 1250 to present – a thematic study of life in Britain AND 
The Elizabethans, 1580-1603 – an interpretations study of the latter stages of Elizabethan England

Unit 2: History Around Us: - Local site investigation, looking at changes over time – we will be 
focusing on Temple Newsam in Leeds

Unit 3: World History: - The Making of America – Period study looking at the development of America 
as a powerhouse AND Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945 – a depth study into life for citizens in 
Germany during the Nazi regime

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?  
There will be three written exams: 

Unit 1- Worth 40% of the exam- Out of 80 
marks- The exam is 1hr 45 minutes. 

Unit 2- Worth 20% of the exam- Out of 50 Marks 
(10 of which are for SPAG)- The exam is 1hr.

Unit 3- Worth 40% of the exam- Out of 80 
marks- The exam is 1hr 45 minutes. 

PROGRESSION ROUTES  
Studying History at GCSE is a great starting 
point to further study at A Level and university 
and allows you to study not only History but 
also any Classics subject.

CAREER PROSPECTS
A qualification in History is flexible for a number 
of different career options. It is most suitable for 
careers in Education, Journalism, Archaeology, 
Research, Broadcasting and Archiving.

HISTORY
History encourages you to become curious, develop your own opinions based on the 
evidence and to build a deeper understanding of the present by engaging with and 
questioning the past. Each topic in the GCSE covers a wide range of history, introducing 
different periods, places and cultures, and engages you with different approaches to 
studying history. 

QUALIFICATION DETAILS  
AQA GCSE French (9-1)

COURSE OUTLINE
The course aims to develop your language skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing) to 
your full potential, equipping you with the knowledge to communicate in a variety of contexts with 
confidence as well as developing your cultural awareness.

The course is divided into three themes: Identity and Culture, Local and Global Areas of Interests 
& Current and Future Study and Employment.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED? 

Paper 1: Listening—understanding and 
responding to different types of spoken 
language.

Paper 2: Speaking—communicating and 
interacting effectively in speech for a variety 
of purposes. The Speaking exam takes places 
with the class teacher. 

Paper 3: Reading—Understanding and 
responding to different types of written 
language.

Paper 4: Writing—Communicating effectively in 
writing for a variety of purposes.

PROGRESSION ROUTES
A-Level French, Language degree, European 
studies, Translation, PGCE.

CAREER PROSPECTS
Translating and interpreting, travel and tourism, 
engineering, manufacturing, business services, 
finance, law, manufacturing and many more. 

FRENCH
Whilst languages are undoubtedly challenging, they also offer you unique perspectives 
on culture and opportunities within a workplace beyond UK borders. MFL study has long 
been a desired component of a student ’s academic experience and some universities 
and employers prize language study for the breadth it will give you as well as being an 
indicator of academic rigor and resilience.  
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QUALIFICATION DETAILS  
GCSE Spanish (9-1) AQA

COURSE OUTLINE
The course aims to enable you to develop your language skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing) to your full potential, equipping them with the knowledge to communicate in a variety of 
contexts with confidence as well as developing your cultural awareness.

The course is divided into 3 themes: Identity and Culture, Local and Global Areas of Interests & 
Current and Future Study and Employment.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED? 

Paper 1:  Listening—understanding and 
responding to different types of spoken 
language.

Paper 2 :  Speaking—communicating and 
interacting effectively in speech for a variety 
of purposes. The Speaking exam takes places 
with the class teacher. 

Paper 3:  Reading—Understanding and 
responding to different types of written 
language.

Paper 4: Writing—Communicating effectively 
in writing for a variety of purposes.

PROGRESSION ROUTES
A-Level Spanish, Language degree, European 
studies, Translation, PGCE.

CAREER PROSPECTS
Translating and interpreting, travel and tourism, 
engineering, manufacturing, business services, 
finance, law, manufacturing and many more.

SPANISH
Spanish is the off icial language of 21 countries, and is the second most common first 
language across the world. A GCSE in a language is a great qualification to add to 
your CV and makes you stand out from crowd, as some universities and employers 
prize language study. There are lots of similarities between French and Spanish so your 
previous language learning will help you develop your Spanish.   

QUALIFICATION DETAILS
OCR GCSE Computer Science (9-1)

COURSE OUTLINE
You will analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving problems, 
including designing, writing and debugging programs. Computer Science will allow you to think 
creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically. 

The course will allow you to understand the components that make up digital systems, and how 
they communicate with one another and with other systems. As well as this you will consider the 
impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society. 

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?  

There are two exams at the end of the course, 
each worth 50% of the marks:

Unit 1 focuses on computer systems, assessing 
your knowledge of how computers work, 
computer networks, security and impact of 
technology.

Unit 2 assesses your computational thinking 
skills, your problem-solving ability and your 
programming skills.

There is also a compulsory programming task 
to complete.

CAREER PROSPECTS 

Tech skills, including Computer Science, 
are in short supply, which means that there 
are lots of opportunities in careers such as 
software development, cyber-security, network 
consultancy and many others. These types of 
careers tend to be challenging, exciting and 
often well-paid.

PROGRESSION ROUTES
Computer Science is a very effective foundation 
for further study at A-level and at university. 
It teaches problem-solving skills which are 
extremely useful in many areas of study 
including Engineering, Medicine, Electronics 
and any Sciences.

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
This course is designed to not only provide a solid basis of understanding but to engage 
you and get you thinking about real world application of Computer Science.  The course 
will encourage you to understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts 
of Computer Science, including abstraction, decomposition, and logic, algorithms, and 
data representation.
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OPTION SUBJECTS
Students should choose their remaining subjects from the following list and include 2 reserves:

GCSE Art and Design

BTEC Business Enterprise

GCSE Citizenship

BTEC Technical Awards in Art and Design Practice (Graphics or Textiles)

WJEC Level 1/2 Award in and Catering

BTEC Digital Information Technology

BTEC Music

BTEC Performing Arts

GCSE Religious Studies

BTEC Sport Studies

QUALIFICATION DETAILS 

AQA GCSE Art and Design (Fine Art) (9-1)  

COURSE OUTLINE
Component 1: You will produce a portfolio of work based around a chosen theme or topic title under the four 
assessment objectives (AO):

-Artist research and written analysis (AO1): research, describe, analyse and interpret existing artworks.

-Experimentation (AO2): experiment and reflect upon your exploration of a wide range of techniques.

-Recording (AO3): document your theme through photographs, observational drawing and annotations.

-Final outcome (AO4): produce a final piece based upon your areas of strength and artist inspiration.

Component 2: Externally set assignment paper.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED? 

Two internally assessed art portfolios. The 
coursework is worth 60% of the overall mark.

One externally assessed project, which includes 
a preparation period. The final outcome is then 
completed in a 10-hour practical exam. This 
project is worth 40% of the overall mark. 

PROGRESSION ROUTES
AS/ A level Art and Design, Foundation degree 
(Art and Design, Fashion and textiles, Graphic 
Design) BA (Hons) Art and Design, Design 
apprenticeships.

CAREER PROSPECTS  
A qualification in Art and Design presents the 
opportunity for a career as a freelance artist, 
illustrator, architect, art therapist , graphic 
designer, fashion designer, textile designer, 
gallery curator and many more.

ART AND DESIGN
The Art and Design course presents you with the freedom to produce a personal and 
unique artistic response to a chosen theme or title. Within GCSE Art and Design you 
will have the opportunity to explore an exciting range of 2D and 3D techniques and 
processes from drawing, painting, printing, photography, textiles and sculpture.
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QUALIFICATION DETAILS  
BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award in Enterprise

COURSE OUTLINE
You will study three components:

Component 1 introduces you to Business Studies as you study the reasons why businesses exist and grow 
and the different characteristics of businesses of differing sizes. This unit also considers how businesses cater 
for their customers and includes content on market research, customer service and beating competitors. 

Component 2 focuses on developing an initial business idea. You will come up with your own business idea 
which you will then develop by creating your own business plan. 

Component 3 focuses on being able to understand business promotion and finance.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED? 

•Two internally assessed components, where 
assignment briefs are issued and you submit 
each assignment

•One externally assessed component, which 
is a two-hour exam on promotion and finance 
topics

•Your final grade is calculated by adding up the 
points gained in each unit

PROGRESSION ROUTES   
If you achieve a Level 2, you might consider 
progression to:
• A Levels as preparation for entry into higher 
education in a range of subjects
• Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as 
a BTEC National in Enterprise and Entrepreneurship, 
which prepares you to enter employment or 
apprenticeships, or to move on to higher education 
by studying a degree in the business sector

CAREER PROSPECTS
A qualification in Business & Enterprise is suitable 
for careers in human resource management, 
finance, production, administration and 
marketing as well as providing you with the 
knowledge and skills to be able to set up and 
run your own enterprise.  

BUSINESS ENTERPRISE
All businesses need enterprising employees to drive their organisations forward and to 
ensure that they survive in this fast changing world. Enterprise is a key government focus 
and is set to form an important part of the UK’s global economic status, both now and in 
the future. Enterprise skills provide a fantastic progression pathway into a number of roles 
in an organisation.

QUALIFICATION DETAILS  
AQA GCSE Citizenship 

COURSE OUTLINE
You will gain the ability to recognise bias opinions, critically evaluate arguments, weigh evidence 
and look for alternative interpretations and sources of evidence, all of which are essential skills 
valued by higher education and employers.

You will also learn how citizens try and make a change in society and attempt to make a change 
yourself through an investigation project. You will be given the chance to understand how our 
political system works, what roles the UK plays in the world as well as gaining the skills necessary 
to understand how to resolve issues.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED? 

The course consists of two papers in total, Paper 
1 will focus on Active Citizenship and Politics 
and Participation. Paper 2 will focus on Life in 
Modern Britain and Rights and Responsibilities. 
Each component is equally worth 25%. 

For Active Citizenship, you will be required to 
complete a research project on an issue they 
feel needs changing in the local community. 
This project is then used within the exam to 
enable them to complete the Active Citizenship 
section of Paper 1.  

 

PROGRESSION ROUTES  
Studying Citizenship is a great starting point 
for further study at A-level and at university in 
subjects such as Law, Politics, Sociology and 
courses in Public Service.

CAREER PROSPECTS
Studying Citizenship can lead on to a wide 
range of exciting careers in areas such as the 
Police, Politics, Law, Journalism, Broadcasting 
and Education. 

CITIZENSHIP
Citizenship Studies investigates how the citizen is enabled by society to play a full and 
active part and how citizens are empowered to effect change within society. Citizenship 
understanding develops through the knowledge of how a society operates, functions 
and its underlying values.
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QUALIFICATION DETAILS
BTEC Level 1/2 Technical Award in Art and Design Practice (Graphics or Textiles)

COURSE OUTLINE
Throughout your BTEC you will explore different techniques including screen printing, sublimation 
printing, fabric dying, resist fabric dying, block printing, machine embroidery, applique, Adobe 
Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator.  You will be making products that link to your chosen discipline 
(Graphics or Textiles) and working independently on a Design Brief to produce a final outcome, 
this would be either a Graphics Product or a Fashion/Textile garment or product. All your products 
will be linked to the end of year Design/Fashion Shows theme where you will exhibit your work. 

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?  

Component 1: Internal Cross discipline Generating 
ideas in Art and Design
30% Weighting
Portfolio of work which includes artist research, primary 
and secondary research, initial ideas, sampling and a 
final prototype. This could be in either a textile/fashion 
or graphics final outcome.
Component 2: Internal Cross discipline 
Develop practical skills in Art and Design
30% Weighting
Using all your knowledge you will complete a final garment 
or interior product using a chosen theme or, alternatively 
you will complete a graphics product.
Component 3: External 
Responding to a client brief
40% Weighting 
This is externally set and will be completed over a two-day 
period in school time.
This is a scenario-based external synoptic assessment 
where you will apply your knowledge and practical skills to 
the creation of an art or design piece of work in response 
to a client brief.

PROGRESSION ROUTES  
A Level Textiles or Graphics or a BTEC Level 
3 in Art and Design (Fashion or Graphics) can 
lead to a range of University Honours Degrees 
in fashion/textiles or graphics.

CAREER PROSPECTS
A qualification in textiles (fashion) can lead to careers 
in Fashion Design, buying or merchandising. Interior 
designer, fashion illustrator, fashion photography, 
retail buyer, personal shopper, fashion journalist or 
a textile designer. A qualification in Graphics can 
lead to careers in Advertising, art director, animator, 
concept artist, graphic designer or illustrator design.

GRAPHICS & TEXTILES
The BTEC Technical Award is an exciting course that allows you to be independently 
creative using a wide range of design techniques. This course is designed for you to 
use your creative abilities and apply this to creating innovative garments and interiors 
through the Textiles route or if you decide on the Graphics route you may design and 
make a range of Graphics products.

QUALIFICATION DETAILS 

WJEC Level 1/ 2 AWARD in Hospitality and Catering

COURSE OUTLINE 
The WJEC Level 1 / 2 Award in Hospitality and Catering has been designed to develop your 
understanding about this vocational sector and the potential it can offer you in your career or 
further study. The structure of this course has been designed to develop your knowledge and 
understanding related to nutrition and food safety and how they affect successful hospitality and 
catering operations. You will also have the opportunity to develop some food preparation and 
cooking skills as well as transferable skills of problem solving, organisation and time management, 
planning and communication.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?  

External Exam Unit 1

Using all your knowledge you will complete an 
online external assessment that will last for 90 
minutes with a maximum of 90 marks. You will 
communicate detailed knowledge and thorough 
understanding of the hospitality sector.

Internal Exam Unit 2

Using all of your specialist cooking skills you will 
design, plan and produce a dish that reflects a 
set brief. You must collate a range of evidence 
and state how you have met the requirements 
of the set brief.

PROGRESSION ROUTES  
WJEC Level 3 Food, Science and Nutrition, 
Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Advanced Professional 
Cookery, Level 3 Advanced Diploma in Food 
Preparation and Cookery Supervision.

CAREER PROSPECTS
A qualification in hospitality and catering can 
lead to careers within event planning, chef, 
hotel management, environmental health, food 
standards agency.

HOSPITALITY AND CATERING
The WJEC Hospitality course is an exciting course that will provide you with the opportunity 
to develop a range of specialist and general cooking skills that will support your progression 
to employment within the hospitality and catering industry. 
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QUALIFICATION DETAILS  
Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology

COURSE OUTLINE  
This award allows you to develop useful key-skills for working in the information technology sector, 
through a mixture of investigation and project-work. These include project planning, designing and 
creating user-interfaces, and creating dashboards to present and interpret data. You will learn about 
the processes that underpin effective ways of working, including common planning techniques, 
iterative design processes, team-work and cyber-security, as well as legal and ethical codes of 
conduct. You will also consider how user-interfaces meet user needs, how organisations collect 
and use data to make decisions, and virtual ways of working.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED? 

Two internally assessed coursework units 
(60%):

Component 1 involves planning, designing and 
create a computer user interface for a specific 
purpose.

Component 2 looks at characteristics of data 
information, and how they are used in business 
to help make decisions. The project involves 
creating a dashboard to present and draw 
conclusions from a set of information.

Component 3 is an externally set exam (40%), 
which focuses on how organisations use digital 
technology, how technology has changed the 
way organisations work, and current issues.

 

PROGRESSION ROUTES  
The course will develop your skills and 
knowledge to progress onto further IT 
qualifications, including BTEC Level 3 and 
A-level.

CAREER PROSPECTS
A qualification in BTEC DIT is suitable for careers 
in web development, gaming, IT, engineering 
and focuses on the IT skills required in these 
business sectors.  It is a worthwhile course if 
you are thinking about a career in the IT industry 
or in careers which involve use of IT, an area 
currently experiencing a major skills shortage.

BTEC DIT
Computer technology continues to advance rapidly and the way that technology is 
consumed has also been changing at a fast pace over recent years. Businesses today 
require an ever-increasing number of technologically-aware individuals and this 
qualification is intended to help you develop the skills you will need in the future across 
a wide range of job roles.

QUALIFICATION DETAILS 

Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Music Practice

COURSE OUTLINE  
The course consists of three units: Component 1: Exploring Music Products and Styles, Component 
2: Music Skills Development and Component 3: Responding to a Commercial Music Brief.  

If you cannot already play an instrument or sing you will be taught these skills over the three years 
of the course. You will also receive 1 free instrumental lesson per week. It would be expected that 
you turn up to this lesson weekly.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED? 

Two internally assessed coursework units 
where you will work on computers and on 
your chosen instrument(s). Folders and video 
recordings are submitted to respond to the 
brief. You will keep video recordings of your 
own practise and progress as evidence along 
with written work. You will work individually and 
as groups as you learn the variety of skills and 
genres of music.

One external practical exam unit (component 
3), which will take place during year 11 over a 
set number of hours. This part of the course is 
externally marked by an examiner.

Your final grade is based on an average from 
the outcome of all units that have been studied.

PROGRESSION ROUTES   
A Level Music, BTEC level 3, Music 
apprenticeship.

CAREER PROSPECTS
Musician, Vocalist, Composer, Teacher, Session 
Musician, Producer, Event Organiser, Conductor.

MUSIC
If you are passionate about music and have enjoyed the skills and lessons that you have 
had in year 7 and 8, this is the course for you. Your BTEC will build on these skills and 
prepare you for your final assessments. BTEC Music is a varied and interesting course 
offering you the opportunity to develop your practical skills,  broaden your knowledge 
of musical styles and explore your own creative talent.   
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QUALIFICATION DETAILS 

Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Performing Arts (Acting)

COURSE OUTLINE  
This course allows you to study acting, giving you the opportunity to develop knowledge and 
technical skills in a practical learning environment. You will examine the roles and responsibilities 
of different performance artists and practitioners such as actor, director, writer; as well as the 
different approaches and styles used, such as naturalism, absurdism and physical theatre. You will 
also develop key skills, such as being able to respond to and interpret different ideas given to you; 
and you will be experiencing first-hand the ways in which performance artists work through the 
development of ideas, rehearsal and then performance. 

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?  

You will carry out tasks throughout the course. 
Your teacher will mark these, which will give 
you an idea of how you are getting on. Towards 
the end of the course you will do one larger 
project where you use the knowledge, skills 
and techniques you have learned to devise and 
deliver a workshop performance to a specific 
audience from a brief that will be given to you. 
All the work you do through the course prepares 
you for this larger project, which is sent away 
to be marked. 

PROGRESSION ROUTES  
After you have finished the course, you may want 
to go on to further study such as A levels, BTECs or 
a mixture of both. Or you might want to find work 
in performing arts, as an apprentice or a trainee. 
Which option is best for you will depend on both the 
grades you achieve in this qualification and in other 
qualifications you have taken, what you enjoy doing 
and any advice you can access about the further 
learning and training opportunities available in your 
area. 

CAREER PROSPECTS  
A qualification in Performing Arts is suitable 
for a career in any of the creative and cultural 
industries. It is also a way of demonstrating skill 
to communicate, creatively solve problems and 
work as part of a team. 

PERFORMING ARTS
The performing arts are a major part of the creative and cultural industries in the 
UK. Overall,  the industry contributes £3.5 billion to the UK economy. There are 5,480 
businesses in the performing arts sector,  and 101,593 people working in a wide range 
of roles from performers, to designers and directors. 

QUALIFICATION DETAILS 

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

COURSE OUTLINE 
Religious Studies lessons include topics such as; Does religion bring conflict or peace? What is 
pacifism? How can we work for world peace? Is capital punishment acceptable? How can we end 
crime in society? How have relationships changed in modern Britain? How can there be a God if 
evil and suffering exist?

There is an expectation that you will will be able to present an argument showing differing viewpoints 
and this qualification allows you to build on previous learning acquired through your Key Stage 3 
study. 

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED? 

You will sit two examinations. One on Christianity 
and one on Islam. Both papers are one hour and 
forty-five minutes long. This is the only method 
of assessment. You will answer four questions 
on four sections in each examination. Each 
paper, both Christianity and Islam have equal 
weighting and are worth 50% each. Each paper 
is out of 102. 

PROGRESSION ROUTES
Studying Religious Studies is a great starting 
point for further study at A-level and at 
university in subjects such as philosophy and 
ethics, psychology and sociology. It is also a 
great entry level into law and politics. 

CAREER PROSPECTS
A Religious Studies qualification is advantageous 
if you are considering careers in fields such 
journalism, social work, nursing, policing, law, 
education. More generally the study of Religious 
Studies develops your critical thinking and 
analytical skills, essential for most 21st century 
employment.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
This qualification allows you to study a number of topics from the perspectives of 
Christians, Muslims and non- religious persons such as humanists. You will learn about 
faith and culture in the classroom environment exploring arguments for and against 
ethical and moral questions. Religious Studies encourages you to develop skills such 
as independent enquiry,  debate, communication and critical thinking.
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QUALIFICATION DETAILS  
Edexcel BTEC Technical Award Level 1/2 in Sports Studies

COURSE OUTLINE 
The course is divided into four units;
1 - Fitness for Sport and Exercise. This unit looks at what enables our bodies to cope with the 
demands of sport.
2 – Practical Sports Performance. This unit looks at your ability to participate and observe team 
and individual sports. 
3 - Training for Personal Fitness. This unit looks at how to design and implement training programmes 
like a fitness instructor. 
4 - Planning and Leading Sports Activities. This unit looks at how to become a sports leader and 
how to lead sporting events in school. 

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED? 

The Fitness for Sport & Exercise is an externally 
assessed unit, this will comprise of an onscreen 
test with; multiple choice questions, short 
answer questions and an extended writing 
section to stretch and challenge you. This is 
worth 25% of your overall level.

The remaining units are assessed through 
the marking of coursework completed during 
lesson time.

PASS (equivalent to a grade 4 at GCSE), MERIT 
(equivalent to a grade 6 at GCSE), DISTINCTION 
(equivalent to a grade 8 at GCSE.

PROGRESSION ROUTES 

Studying the BTEC level 2 is a great starting point 
for further study at A-level and at University in 
subjects such as Health and Fitness, Leisure, 
Sports Development and Coaching. 

CAREER PROSPECTS
Studying Sports Studies can lead on to a wide 
range of exciting careers in areas such as PE 
teaching, Coaching, Sports Development, 
Physiotherapy, Nutritionist.   

SPORTS STUDIES
The BTEC Level 2 in Sports Studies is designed to provide specialist work-related 
qualifications in sport. This course gives you the knowledge, understanding and skills 
that you will need to prepare for future education and employment in the health, sport 
and fitness industry. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (CORE PE) 
All students at The Ruth Gorse Academy will have one lesson of core Physical Education per week.   These lessons will involve a 
continuation of the activities and sports students have participated in during Years 7 and 8.  The activities covered will include: 
Rowing, Volleyball, Fitness, Dance, Invasion, Handball and Striking and Fielding. 

Students will build on and embed the physical development and skills learned in Year 7 and 8, becoming more competent, 
confident and expert in their techniques, and apply them across different sports and physical activities. They should understand 
what makes a performance effective and how to apply these principles to their own and others’ work. They should develop the 
confidence and interest to get involved in exercise, sports and activities out of school and in later life, and understand and apply 
the long-term health benefits of physical activity.

Students will be expected to develop the quality and consistency of their skills with a greater focus on performance in game 
situations. As students move into Years 10 and 11 there is an increased focus on understanding tactics, strategies and the rules 
/ laws of a variety of sporting activities, through officiating.

FORENSIC READING 
As a member of The Gorse Academies Trust, our students have the unique opportunity of partaking in the Forensic Reading 
curriculum.  This bespoke programme of study aims to achieve the following; promote reading for pleasure, develop intellectual 
curiosity, analyze language in high quality texts and develop oracy.

Within the programme students study the following six strands each year; Women, Suffrage and Misogyny; Fragile Earth; Journeys 
and Futures; The Spirit of Life; The Plates of Global Power; Secrets and Lies. 

These strands have been carefully planned to increase students’ cultural capital, and enable them to question the ’why’ in 
society and the world around them.

PHYSICAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH, CITIZENSHIP AND ECONOMIC EDUCATION (PSHCEE) 
PSHCEE at The Ruth Gorse Academy will continue to be taught through PSHCEE days. The lessons on these days are designed 
to help your son/daughter make sensible and informed decisions in their lives. Detailed below are some examples of the lessons 
that your child will be taught on PSHCEE days.

During their time studying at The Ruth Gorse Academy, students will engage in three key areas during PSHCEE days: mental 
and physical wellbeing, relationships and careers. 

Within mental and physical wellbeing, students will investigate the dangers of smoking, alcohol and drug misuse. As well as, 
understanding the importance of having a healthy diet and taking part in regular exercise.

Within relationships, students will study how to cope with relationship breakdowns including family and friends. They will study 
the importance of being safe on social media and recognising potentially harmful signs alongside the topics of cyber-bullying 
and communication with strangers online.

Within careers, students will be given a wealth of information about how their time at school will impact upon their life choices 
and the opportunities that are available to them. Students will begin to understand how subjects studied at school link to their 
future jobs and we will help them make informed decisions regarding their future aspirational choices. 

In all year groups students are taught about current issues that affect our world and community. This may take place during a 
specific PSHCEE day or it may take place during form times and our exceptional form tutors will lead and guide them through 
engaging discussions of how the world is changing and how it affects the whole community.  

At The Ruth Gorse Academy, we are committed to ensuring that students are provided with the knowledge, skills and confidence 
they need to become good citizens and lead highly successful lives in modern Britain. Opportunities to explore and engage with 
British Values and SMSC are planned into our everyday curriculum within lessons, form time, enrichment activities and assemblies.

ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
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