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04 April 2020 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
I hope that you are keeping well and staying safe.  In the current situation, however, as we break for the 
Easter holidays I wanted to update you on a couple of key things regarding our current position. 
 
Methods of Communication 
Traditionally in the past we have tended to provide paper copies of letters and important communications 
to our families, however, in the current climate this is not possible and therefore for the foreseeable future 
key communications will be sent via email. I would request that if you have not yet provided us with a 
suitable email address through which you can receive information from us, you do so at your earliest 
convenience. You can do this by contacting the academy on the usual phone number 0113 253 1600 or 
by emailing the info@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk account and we will update this on our records.  
 
Google Classroom 
We hope that you have had a chance to look at Google Classroom. This is where lesson topics, resources, 
assignments and other tasks are set, and is essentially the same as the classroom your child / children 
would have been in at school, but virtual. It is also the mechanism through which your child can request 
any support from their teacher and upload their completed work for feedback. There have been so many 
examples of students who are fully engaging in this process and this is fantastic. Having a structured 
routine and using Google Classroom will ensure that they not only keep their brains active but they also 
continue to develop in their knowledge, skills and understanding around their subjects which will support 
them in their future examinations. If you have had any issues with using Google Classroom please do 
contact us and we will try to support you with this. We will continue to distribute new lessons and material 
through this forum each week whilst school is closed.  
 
I would like to say thank you to parents and carers for all that you have been doing to keep learning going 
during this time. We know that everyone is doing their best; please do not worry if everything is not 
complete. These are tough times and we understand the different pressures that each family faces with 
younger children, work commitments and dealing with self-isolation, for example. We will continue to 
provide a full timetable of lessons for all students but we also recognise that there are many alternative 
ways to learn new skills. Please keep sharing your good news stories and achievements so that we can 
share them with the school community on our website and Twitter @gorse_ruth .  
 
Easter Homework Challenges 
We will not be setting lessons over the holidays as we recognise that students have been working really 
hard, both at school prior to the closure and at home since, and so they need a break.  However, for 
anyone who wants some new and exciting challenges, we have set up some fantastic Easter Homework 
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Challenges. These are fun challenges that relate to specific subjects but can be done individually or with 
the whole family. For example, a Year 10 Science challenge asks you to measure the speed of light using 
chocolate and a microwave oven. The Easter Homework challenges have been posted in your child’s / 
children’s Google Classroom or alternatively a full list for each year group can be found on our website 
under the ‘News’ section on the homepage. Again, please make sure you tag us in any challenges on 
Twitter so that we can share your success with the wider school community.   
 
ParentPay 
We have had a couple of questions about ParentPay balances. Just to reassure you that all balances that 
are currently on students’ accounts will remain there for them to use upon their return to school. If your 
child is in Year 11 please contact us and we will arrange for the money to be returned to you.    
 
School Visits  
There were a number of educational visits due to take place in the remaining weeks of the Easter term, 
both within this country and abroad. I wanted to reassure parents / carers that progress is being made with 
these but as I’m sure you can envisage the travel companies are very busy. Wherever possible, it is our 
intention to reschedule the trips to a suitable alternative time within the Autumn term 2020. We want to 
ensure that students do not miss out on the cultural experience they opted to engage in and so are currently 
in the process of amending the bookings to a later date within the year. Further details will be sent to the 
parents / carers of those students affected as we find out more information.  
 
For parents of students due to take GCSE examinations this summer only 
You may be aware that on Friday 3 April 2020 Ofqual (the regulatory body for qualifications and 
examinations in England) published details about how GCSE’s will be awarded this summer, details 
around how this will take place can be found on Ofqual’s website. In addition, Sally Collier, Chief Regulator 
of Ofqual has written a letter to all students who are affected by this which outlines the key information. 
Both the link to the website and the link to the letter are listed below. 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020 
• https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fil

e/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf 
 
Finally, I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy Easter, when it arrives. The Ruth Gorse Academy 
remains open during the break to continue to provide childcare for the children of Key Workers, so you 
can get in touch if we can provide any support. Please bear in mind that it will be a small team working in 
school to comply with safety guidance, so things may take a little longer than usual.  
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Rebekah Taylor 
Principal  
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