
Inspire Malawi Fundraising event: 
 
Throughout the week commencing 2nd March 2020, The Ruth Gorse Academy, 
alongside each secondary academy in the GORSE academies trust, took part in a 
sponsored rowing event to raise money for Inspire Malawi.  
 
Inspire Malawi is a charity founded by Michelle Rowe (a 
former teacher at Richmond Hill primary academy), which 
aims to support, promote and enhance both, Primary and 
Secondary education in Malawi. Malawi is situated just 
south of the East African Rift Valley and is one of the 
poorest countries in the world. Many schools in Malawi 
struggle to meet the needs of every child due to 
overcrowding and poor facilities. The Inspire Malawi charity 
aims to improve educational access for young people and 
as such builds and equips schools across the country.  
 
The main objective of the week-long event was to raise 
money for Inspire Malawi. This was achieved by trying to row the greatest distance 
possible on 8 ergs, for 1 hour, each day. Students gained sponsorship for taking part 
in the after-school event.  
 
As well as raising money for a fantastic charity, in true PE spirit, this was also a 
competitive event. Each day and overall, each academy competed to row the greatest 
distance.  
 
Our academy results across the week were phenomenal:  
 
Monday: 88,026 metres 
Tuesday: 97,634 metres 
Wednesday: 98,602 metres 
Thursday: 95,951 metres 
Friday: 102,222 metres  
 
The effort shown by all students who partook in this event was inspirational. Students 
across all year groups came together to support one another and achieve their best 
possible outcome. Our results are reflective of the spirit and commitment of the 
students taking part.  
 
The overall academy rankings at the end of the week were as follows:  
 
1st - Boston Spa - 524282m  
2nd - The Ruth Gorse Academy - 482435m 
3rd - The Farnley Academy - 464168m 
4th - The Morley Academy - 406357m 
5th - Bruntcliffe Academy - 401252m 
 
All students and staff who took part in the event, whether for one day or every single 
day, should be exceptionally proud of being part of the event and achieving second 
place overall.  



 
There will be continued fundraising events for Inspire Malawi over the coming months, 
including the big three (Karate, Volleyball and Rowing teams) dodgeball tournament 
and a trust wide non uniform day. Look out for these events and get involved!  
 
Following each of our fundraising events, we will announce our fundraising total.  
 

Special acknowledgements:  
There are a few students who deserve extra recognition for their contribution to the 
rowing event:  
 

1. Sahil (year 7):  
Sahil single-handedly raised £217 for Inspire Malawi during the rowing event. This is 
a fantastic amount to raise independently! Well done Sahil - the money you have 
raised will positively impact the education of so many young people in Malawi.   
 

2. Ebrahim (year 9):  
Ibby attended the event every single night after school and put in 100% effort each 
day! Our academy total would not have been so high if it were not for Ibby giving it his 
all every day. Well done - you did the Rowing team proud. 
 

3. Jak (year 10):  
Jack is a relatively new student to the rowing team, but you would not have known that 
during this event. Jack's ability to lead and inspire younger years as well as 
continuously give 100% effort was outstanding. Well done Jak.  
 


