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April 2020 

 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
We are writing to you with exciting news about a development within The GORSE Academies 
Trust.  You may already be aware that in December 2017 Sir John Townsley submitted an 
application to the Swire Chinese Language Foundation (SCLF) to become a Centre of Excellence 
for Mandarin teaching. The proposal was successful and, as a consequence, we have secured 
£1.3 million over 5 years to fund the introduction of Mandarin teaching across the Trust.  
 
The Swire Chinese Language Foundation (SCLF) is a private initiative funded by John Swire and 
Sons, a highly diversified global group with headquarters in the UK. The Foundation was 
established to mark 150 years of the Swire Group’s business in Greater China, where the majority 
of their business is currently conducted. The SCLF aims to improve the quality, quantity and reach 
of Chinese language teaching in the UK: it helps create centres of excellence for teaching children 
(of all ages) in schools and universities across the country. Relations between Britain and China 
are more important than ever, so this is an exciting time to engage with Chinese language and 
culture.  
 
Mandarin teaching was introduced within The GORSE Academies Trust in the academic year 
2018-19, with Year 1 pupils in all Trust primary schools. Since then it has gone from strength to 
strength with Mandarin currently being studied by all Year 1 and 2 pupils, as well as Year 12 
students at Elliott Hudson College who are completing the Pre-U in Mandarin (an A-Level 
equivalent).  

We are very excited to announce that in September 2020 we will be extending our teaching of 
Mandarin to our 11-16 academies. Your son / daughter will have the opportunity to choose to 
study Mandarin in Year 8 instead of the Modern Foreign Language they currently study. This is a 
fantastic opportunity as it will open up a whole new aspect to language learning and will provide 
your child with excellent opportunities in the future. Your child will then be able, should they wish, 
to opt to study Mandarin at GCSE level, and to take French or Spanish at GCSE either alongside 
Mandarin, or without it.  To support this, any student wishing to study Mandarin and who also 
wishes to complete a GCSE in French/Spanish when they progress into Year 9 will have the 
opportunity to continue studying their original MFL subject during enrichment sessions throughout 
Year 8.  

Unfortunately, due to school closures, we have been unable to deliver the planned Mandarin 
taster sessions. We have, however, produced a PowerPoint presentation to introduce you and 
your child to Mandarin learning and we hope that you enjoy participating. To access the 
presentation, simply visit www.tgat.org.uk/mandarin. Should your child wish to apply to join the 
Year 8 Mandarin class for 2020-2021 they must complete an application form stating why they 
would like to be given this opportunity. There are approximately 20 places available in the class 
and all applications will be considered. A selection process has been put in place as we anticipate 
that we will have a large number of applications. The selection criteria consists of looking at 
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students’ attendance data, attitude to learning level, and a student’s behaviour record, in addition 
to the submitted application form. We do wish to reinforce, however, that ability and attainment 
are not factors within the selection process – we are looking for committed students who genuinely 
wish to take advantage of this incredible opportunity.  There is no doubt that students who apply 
to study Mandarin and who go on to work hard and complete a GCSE in Mandarin will be giving 
themselves a ‘stand out’ point of reference with employers and will be highly attractive candidates 
for Post-16 education and employment.  

If your child applies and is selected to join the Mandarin class, there will be the chance to 
participate in a highly subsidised trip to China. This will be a once in a lifetime opportunity to visit 
one of the world’s most exciting and diverse countries! 
 
We would ask that you speak with your son / daughter and help them to decide whether they wish 
to apply for this fantastic opportunity.  If they would like to take part and you are happy to support 
them, please visit www.tgat.org.uk/mandarin to access the application form. Please complete the 
application form, ensuring you have ticked the parental consent box, before submitting your 
application. Applications need to be submitted by Friday 15 May. 
 
If you have any questions or need some help with the application, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with us at Mandarin@tgat.org.uk.  
 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

               
 
 
 
Leanne Griffiths               Sarah Clayton      Leanne Ellis 
Executive Principal: 11-16                      Trust Director of MFL     Leader of Mandarin 
Education 
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