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26 May 2020 
 
Dear Year 11 student  
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family safe and well. 
 
I know that your parents/carers will have received my wider communications to all families within The Ruth Gorse 
Academy, but I wanted to write to you specifically regarding the impact the Coronavirus has had on your education 
and especially as we will not have the opportunity to be together again as a whole year group before you leave The 
Ruth Gorse Academy.    
 
Alongside your teachers and the wider staff body I empathise with the impact and disruption which these 
unprecedented times have had on your final months of education. We all know how hard you have worked in 
preparation for your GCSE examinations, and I know how disappointed you will be not to have had the opportunity 
to demonstrate your true capabilities.   
 
I also fully recognise the current level of uncertainty you may be feeling and that you are likely to have questions 
about the impact of Covid-19 on your ongoing education. Therefore, I wanted to provide an update and hopefully 
answer some of these questions for you. If, once you have read this letter, you still have a specific question, please 
do not hesitate to contact the academy for more information. 
 
How will my GCSE examination grades be awarded this Summer?  
There has been a great deal of information in the media regarding the awarding of GCSEs this year. Below is a 
helpful table that goes through the key points around the awarding of grades and the subsequent impact of this.  

 
GCSE Results Day 
You may be aware that it was recently confirmed by the government that GCSE students will still receive their 
examination results as planned this summer on Thursday 20 August. We will contact you nearer to the time to confirm 
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the exact arrangements for this day so that we are able to comply with the latest government guidance. Please be 
reassured, however, that in addition to providing you with your examination results, we will also continue to support 
you with your progression to higher education, training or employment. Post 16 providers and colleges are still 
planning for students to enrol in August 2020. If you have any concerns around your specific provider of choice 
please contact them directly or contact the Careers, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) team at the academy 
who will be happy to support you in this.  
 
Year 11 Bridging Learning and Google Classroom 
I hope that over the last half term you have enjoyed accessing the support we have provided for Year 11 students 
through Google Classroom. Our support and resources have focused on two key areas: 

• Additional resources to support all students in achieving the required entry levels for Post 16 learning (Grade 
4 in English and mathematics); 

• Preparing you for the next steps within your chosen subjects at Post 16. 
 

It has been wonderful to see students accessing the additional support around grade 4 English and mathematics; 
using these resources will help you gain confidence in readiness for the continuation of these subjects in September. 
In addition, it has been excellent to see how some of you have engaged in the pre A-level tasks that have been set 
for you within your individual subject Google Classroom, these have sparked a real interest for many of you and I am 
in no doubt that this pre-work will help you significantly as you transition to the next stage in your education. 
 
I am also delighted to let you know that Elliott Hudson College (EHC), The GORSE Academies Trust’s Post 16 
provider, has now designed a series of ‘Bridging the Gap Units’, one for each A Level subject. If you have applied 
to Elliott Hudson College, they will shortly be contacting you so that you can begin working through this material in 
support of your next steps. A link to this information can be found on their website: 
https://www.elliotthudsoncollege.ac.uk/college-closure/admissions-for-september-2020/, and will soon be available 
on ours. 
    
During this time we have also been in regular contact with Leeds City College and Leeds College of Building who 
have informed us that they will also be contacting all Year 11 students who have applied to their colleges so that they 
can provide pre-course material.  
 
Year 11 Prom 
Due to the unprecedented circumstances I am conscious that, sadly, we have not had the opportunity to celebrate 
all your achievements over the past 5 years. It is still very much the case that we will want to hold a Year 11 Prom, 
when it is safe to do so. However, I am sure you will recognise that under the current circumstances, we cannot yet 
confirm the date of this event. Please keep hold of your planned outfits and as soon as can move forward with the 
planning of this special celebration, we will be in touch to let you know.  
 
Year 11 Free School Meals – Parental Information   
In this time of uncertainty, I want to reassure all students in Year 11 who are entitled to Free School Meals that you 
will continue to receive vouchers until the end of the summer term. If you have any issues regarding the current FSM 
voucher system, please speak to Edenred in the first instance. If this does not resolve the issue please contact us 
and we will try to support you with this.  
 
Finally, I wish to reiterate my sympathies about the abrupt way in which your time at The Ruth Gorse Academy 
ended. We miss you all greatly and, although it might take a while, I would very much hope for us to be able to 
celebrate your fantastic educational careers at some point in the future. Despite the upcoming move to your next 
steps, you will always be a ‘Ruth Gorse’ student and so please do not hesitate to contact the academy if we can help 
or support you in any way during this transition.  
 
Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Rebekah Taylor 

Principal  
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