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22 May 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Following on from the correspondence you received on 20 May 2020 from our CEO, Sir John Townsley, I am writing 
to provide you with more detail as to the specifics of how we are preparing for the wider opening of schools at The 
Ruth Gorse Academy.  
 
The Ruth Gorse Academy Hub 
Since the enforced partial school closure due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have continued to provide a small 
number of students at The Ruth Gorse Academy with a full time educational setting. We have provided support to 
vulnerable children as well as those who have parents/carers who are key workers where it has not been possible 
for students to stay at home.  
 
Following the updated guidance from the government, however, we are now able to expand this provision to include 
all students where at least one parent is a key worker as well as our vulnerable students.  
 
I fully recognise that many of you will have been working throughout the duration of the enforced partial school closure 
or you will now be planning your return to work.  
 
The Ruth Gorse Academy is here to support you and your child/children should you require a place with us and that 
you meet the eligibility criteria as set out by the government. The details of key worker status are contained in the 
document below: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-
schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision#vulnerable-children-and-young-people 
 
As outlined in the correspondence from Sir John Townsley, we are asking all families to complete the survey by noon 
on Monday 25 May. Please complete the survey at https://www.tgat.org.uk/covid19/.  
 
For students who have been accessing our Hub currently, they will be able to continue to attend from Monday 1 June 
2020. For all students who are new to our Hub, they will be able to attend from Wednesday 3 June 2020 to allow for 
a proper induction to take place. 
 
If after the 1 June 2020 your circumstances change and you are then eligible to access our Hub provision, or would 
like to take up the provision you were already eligible for, please contact the academy on 
info@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk. We would politely request a 48-hour period before your child commences attending 
the Hub so that we can put the relevant safeguards in place.  
 
Year 10 Face-to-Face Support 
At this stage, the government is asking secondary schools to supplement remote education with some face-to-face 
support for students in Year 10. This is to help and support students with their ongoing remote learning but also to 
help prepare them for their forthcoming public examinations in 2021.  
 
At The Ruth Gorse Academy, we would like all students to engage with this provision, as we know that when students 
are in school working with our exceptional staff body that they thrive and excel in their studies. Students will then be 
able to engage more effectively with their home learning having had some teacher input and instruction. 
 
We aim to commence providing face-to-face learning to students in Year 10 from Monday 8 June. Again, I would 
remind you all to complete the survey at the following link to let us know your intentions, 
https://www.tgat.org.uk/covid19/. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision#vulnerable-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision#vulnerable-children-and-young-people
https://www.tgat.org.uk/covid19/
mailto:info@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk
https://www.tgat.org.uk/covid19/
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I would like to reassure you that the safety of our students, staff, parents and families will remain our number one 
priority. The Senior Leadership Team and I will continue to work together including with colleagues from across the 
Trust to do all that we can to make our academy as safe as possible. We will be employing a range of approaches 
and actions to substantially reduce the risk of contagion and infection.  
 
The approaches and actions can be categorised into the following areas: 

• Structure of the Academy; 

• Social Distancing; 

• Hygiene Standards; 

• Cleaning. 
 
Structure of the Academy – minimising contact between students and staff 
To help minimise the contact between students and staff, the academy will be structured differently to facilitate this. 
At The Ruth Gorse Academy we are putting in place a ‘schools within schools’ model: 

• We will divide the students in Year 10 into 3 different ‘schools’, School A, B and C; 

• School A will arrive at school between 08:10-08:20 with lessons from at 8:30 – 10:30; 

• School B will arrive at school between 10:40-10:50 with lessons from at 11:00 – 13:00; 

• School C will arrive at school between 13:10-13:20 with lessons from at 13:30 – 15:30; 

• Each school will have 10 classroom bases meaning that class sizes will be no greater than 10 and where 
possible kept below 8; 

• Students in different schools will never come into contact with each other on the academy premises; 

• Students will only ever be in classroom bases for a maximum of 2 hours; 

• Students will be taught by specialist teachers but this might not be the teacher they have had so far this 
academic year; 

• Over the course of a two week period students will study English, mathematics, science, History and/or 
geography, MFL and where possible their option subjects; 

• Students will work in the same classroom and at their designated workstation every day they attend the 
academy; 

• Each classroom that is used will be fully sanitised before and after use by students and staff by our cleaning 
team. 

 
Social Distancing – minimising contact between students and staff 
This is a term that we have all become familiar with in recent months. We will be requiring students and staff to 
respect each other’s personal space and to keep a 2m distances from each other: 

• We will ensure that across the entirety of the school premises we will have clear indicators, signage and 
markings to help students maintain a 2m distance; 

• We will educate students about the importance of social distancing from a scientific view point and also from 
a matter of respect for each other; 

• Classroom bases will have workstations which are well spaced across the room with a minimum of a 2m gap 
between each workstation; 

• When students move around the academy this will be staggered to reduce the number of students using 
corridors and stairwells; 

• We have provided a 10 minute window for students to arrive at school so that they can avoid arriving at the 
same time; 

• We have provided 10 minutes of movement time so that students are able to observe hygiene standards and 
safely move to their classroom base. 

 
Hygiene Standards 
Public Health England have placed a heavy emphasis during the course of this pandemic on everyone improving 
personal hygiene through frequent and thorough hand washing. As such, we will be implementing this as part of our 
standard routine for all students and staff: 

• When students and staff enter the academy they will be required to wash and dry their hands thoroughly; 

• Wherever possible, we will remove the need for students or staff to touch or come into contact with surfaces 
where it is possible to avoid doing so e.g. all doors will be set in the open position; 

• Each classroom will have additional hand sanitisers available for students and staff to use during the course 
of their 2 hour period in school; 

• Each classroom will have cleaning equipment so that any surfaces can be cleaned as required; 



 
 

 

3 
Black Bull Street, Leeds, LS10 1HW 

T 0113 253 1600 
E info@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk  |  W www. ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk 

• We will expect students and staff to follow the practice of ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ through disposable single 
use tissues being available in each classroom base; 

• All waste will be placed in a sealed bin; 

• Students and staff will be asked to wear practical but modest clothing that can be easily washed at a high 
temperature when they return home; 

• When leaving the academy premises, students will be required to wash and dry their hands.  
 
Cleaning 
We will increase the frequency of cleaning from Monday 1 June. Classroom bases and frequently touched surfaces 
will be cleaned throughout the day and after staff and students have vacated the premises. 
 
I hope that the detail provided in this letter alongside the correspondence from Sir John Townsley earlier this week 
provides you with the reassurance that you need to have the confidence for your child to return to the academy. I 
also recognise that for some families you will have your own personal reasons and circumstances as to why you may 
not want to or be able to do so. This is completely understandable and I would not want you to feel pressured into 
making a choice that you do not feel comfortable with.  
 
A full copy of our Risk Assessment will be available on our academy website prior to the wider opening of the academy 
on Monday 8 June 2020.  
 
If you do have any questions or concerns then please do not hesitate to contact the academy on 
info@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk and I will ensure that you receive a prompt response. 
 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Rebekah Taylor 

Principal  

 

mailto:info@ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk

