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4 June 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Following on from Mrs Griffiths’ (Executive Principal: 11-16 Education) letter to you last week which referenced 
the most recent guidance from the government regarding the wider opening of secondary schools, and in 
response to the feedback we received as part of our parent/carer and student intentions survey, I wanted to 
provide you with an update as to how we have altered our plans for the wider opening of the academy from 
Monday 15 June. 
 
Commencement of Face-to-Face Support 
In line with the most recent government guidance, we have altered the date from which our face-to-face support 
for students in Year 10 will begin. We originally communicated that we anticipated that this would take place 
from Monday 8 June 2020, however, as Mrs Griffiths outlined in her letter of 29 May, in line with the government 
guidance, we anticipate that this will now commence from Monday 15 June 2020.   
 
Parent/Carer & Student Intentions Survey 
I was delighted that the vast majority of parents/carers engaged with our intentions survey. Whilst I understand 
that there may be some nervousness about students returning to the academy, the response was extremely 
positive and a large proportion of families were seeking for your child/children to return. 
 
Full Day Provision – Focused Learning 
To accommodate the recent government guidance on restricting the proportion of Year 10 students on the 
academy premises in any given day to 25%, we have altered our face-to-face support offer so that students 
attend for a full day rather than for 2 hours per day as previously communicated.   
 
Each student will now be allocated a day to attend the academy where they will remain with us for the full day. 
There will be a maximum of 62 Year 10 students on the academy premises on any given day.  
 
On the day that students are allocated to attend the academy they will receive three, 1 hour 45 minute lessons 
delivered by one of our highly skilled and specialist teachers. Over a 2 week period, students will study English, 
mathematics, science, and where appropriate geography or History. As well as providing students with critically 
important time with a specialist teacher, this will also help to supplement their ongoing home learning for the 
remaining four days of the week.  
 

Session 1 Break Session 2 Lunch Session 3 

09.15 – 11.00 11.00 – 11.15 11.15 – 13.00 13.00 – 13.30 13.30 – 15.15 

 
We appreciate that some subjects are not included in this provision at the moment. This is mainly due to 
practical issues such as Health & Safety and social distancing.  
 
Below, I have provided you with an overview of how a school day will work for students: 

 Students will be allocated to a class group of no more than 11 students and will remain in this group 
throughout the duration of the school day for all lessons. Students have been grouped by ability so that 
the teaching they receive can be more focused;  

 Students will be allocated a designated desk and chair to use in the classroom base that no other 
student will use on that day; 
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 At break, students will be provided with a snack and a bottle of water. Students will be able to eat at a 
designated table in one of three eating areas and they will be separated from other students by a 
distance of 2 meters; 

 At lunch, students will be provided with a ‘grab bag’, which includes a sandwich, flapjack, fruit and water. 
Again, students will be able to eat at a designated table in one of three eating areas whilst maintaining 
social distancing rules; 

 Two class groups will be on break and lunch at the same time, however, students will need to remain 
within their class group and maintain social distancing rules. Two class groups is a maximum of 22 
students; 

 When students are not eating, they will be allowed a brief period of time outside so they can enjoy a 
break from learning. Again, this will be for no more than two class groups at a time. Students will be 
expected to remain within their class group and to maintain social distancing rules. 

 
All students who attend our face-to-face provision will be provided with a break time snack, lunch and water as 
detailed above. This will be provided free of charge. If your child has any dietary requirements, it is important 
that we are made aware of these prior to your child attending the academy so that we can accommodate their 
needs. Unfortunately, due to the increased risk of contagion and infection, students are not able to bring any 
food or drink onto the academy premises.  
 
Once the Monday to Thursday face-to-face provision is established, we will explore students being able to 
attend school on a Friday for an additional day of learning. On this day, students would remain in the same 
school, with the same class group of students and the same teacher. 
  
Communication from the Academy 
If you have not done so already, over the course of the next few days, you will be contacted by a colleague 
from the academy to discuss your child/children returning to school. We understand that for a small number of 
families that it will not be possible for your child/children to return to school at this stage. For the vast majority, 
however, we look forward to discussing with you how to best facilitate your child/children returning to school 
and how the measures that we have put in place are helping to reduce the risk of COVID-19 to students, staff 
and the wider community. Should you have any questions, please take this opportunity to discuss them with 
one of our colleagues; it is very important to us that you are able to make an informed choice about your 
child’s/children’s potential return to school.  
 
If you would like further information to support you with this decision, the Department for Education have 
provided guidance for parents/ carers titled ‘What parents and carers need to know about schools, colleges and 
other education settings during the coronavirus outbreak’. This contains helpful information and answers to a 
range of frequently asked questions. It also includes advice around students using public transport to get to and 
from school. 
 
We will confirm to you in writing by Friday 12 June which day your child/children have been allocated to attend 
the academy.  
 
We look forward to working closely with you over the coming days and weeks as we welcome back the vast 
majority of our Year 10 cohort to The Ruth Gorse Academy.  
 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Rebekah Taylor 

Principal  
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