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3 July 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Earlier this week I wrote to you to outline The GORSE Academies Trust’s 11-16 Education’s approach to 
supporting our students over the summer holiday period.  Within the letter, a copy of which is available on 
each academy’s website, I shared with you that the government was intending to release guidance relating 
to the opening of schools for the academic year 2020-21 and I explained that as soon as we were in a 
position to do so, I would write to you again.  
 
I am delighted to say that on Thursday 2 July 2020 the government released the detailed guidance 
referenced in my first paragraph.  Alongside this the government have also published information for 
parents and carers: What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and 
colleges in the autumn term.  
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to write to you today to share with you the key points from this guidance 
in relation to our academies, to support the conversations you will undoubtedly be having with your 
child/children at home, and ahead of the letter which you will receive from your academy Principal 
on Monday 13 July 2020 in which they will set out the academy specific details of your 
child’s/children’s return to school in September.  
 
The government have confirmed that all children and young people, in all year groups will return to school 
full time from the beginning of the autumn term.  They have made this decision because the prevalence of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) has decreased, the NHS Test and Trace system is operational and our collective 
understanding of the measures that need to be in place to create safer environments in schools has 
increased.   
 
We will, therefore, be welcoming all our students back to school during the week commencing 
Monday 7 September.  In the letter that your academy Principal writes to you on Monday 13 July, they 
will confirm the precise start date and time for your child’s year group to return. As you may be aware from 
the recent media coverage and government documentation, year groups will operate as ‘a bubble’ - I will 
explain more about this shortly.  
 
The government recognises the importance of children and young people attending school – for their 
educational progress, for their wellbeing, and for their wider development.  We completely agree with this 
and we welcome the mandate that school will be compulsory for all young people.  We understand that 
there may be some nervousness about your child returning to school and we will do everything we can to 
allay these concerns by setting out how we are reducing the risks of transmission of the virus within our 
academies.  
 
It will, of course, be important that we continue to work in close partnership with one another in order to 
keep our academies as safe as possible. As parents and carers we ask that you spend some time 
considering how you will support us, and your child with this.  For example, it will be important to remain 
alert to the symptoms of the coronavirus and that public health guidance is stringently followed should you 
or anyone you have had contact with, display symptoms.  It will be the case, as it is now, that self-isolation 
is necessary where a student has symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), has a positive test result, or 
because they are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19).  Where a student is 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
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unable to attend school for this reason we will ensure that remote education is available.  Please be 
reassured that when a child is unable to attend school because of the need to follow clinical and/or public 
health advice, their absence will not be penalised.  
 
We appreciate that, as we look ahead to the summer holiday period, some families may wish to travel 
abroad.  Please be aware that we have a duty to enforce the law in respect of attendance and therefore 
your academy Principal will not be able to grant permission for your child being out of school for this 
reason.  We would also urge you to carefully consider the timing of your holiday as it may be the case that 
quarantine measures are in place, depending upon where a student has travelled to and the timing of the 
travel in relation to government guidance.  We would be grateful if you could continue to monitor the 
guidance carefully and inform your academy of your child’s personal circumstances where necessary. 
 
The scientific evidence shows that coronavirus (COVID-19) presents a much lower risk to children than 
adults, and there is no evidence that children transmit the disease any more than adults.  There are, 
however, still risks whilst coronavirus remains within the community and that is why, within our academies 
we will be operating a stringent policy of the ‘safety hierarchy of controls’ within the ‘system of controls’ 
that the government outlines in detail within the: Guidance for full opening of schools.  Your academy 
Principal will write to you to provide further details of the academy specific measures that are in place 
including: 
 

 The arrangements for regular hand washing/sanitising, including when students arrive at school, 
when they return from breaks and before and after eating. 

 Ensuring good respiratory hygiene via the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 

 Enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces more often. 
 
A copy of the academy’s updated Risk Assessment for September 2020 will be in place, on each 
academy’s website by Monday 1 September at the latest, ahead of students’ return on Monday 7 
September.  
 
In order to reduce the risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) we will be minimising contact and 
maintaining distance, as far as possible, between year groups. This may mean that staggered starts/end 
times may be in place and/or that different entrances/exits are used for different year groups.  Given that 
each of our 11-16 academies has its own context, individual building layout and position within the 
community in terms of students’ travel to and from school, I politely ask that students, parents and carers 
refrain from making comparisons between academies in terms of the arrangements in place.   
 
I would, however, like to reassure you that our students will receive their full education entitlement and all 
of our 11-16 academies will be endeavouring for our students to receive the full curriculum offer though, 
for understandable reasons, there may be some limitations to the specialist classrooms/areas and 
activities that students are able to access.  
 
We are poignantly aware that many of our students will not have been in the academy setting since 20 
March 2020 and it is, therefore, our priority to support our students in feeling confident about their return 
to school in September.  We will ensure that our students are informed about where to go when they arrive 
to wash their hands and where their form tutor base will be, along with their form tutor, head of year and 
other key professionals in school who are there to assist them.   
 
Over the coming weeks additional information will be placed onto the academy’s website and wherever 
possible text/email/twitter will be used to alert parents, carers and students to the presence of this 
information.  We appreciate that the educational experiences of our students have varied and we do not 
want our students, or our families, to be anxious about this.  All of our academies offer an extremely high 
standard of educational provision and we, in continued partnership with our parents, carers and students, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
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will ensure that any areas of learning that need to be strengthened, are addressed in a manageable and 
engaging manner.  
 
Whilst it is impossible to anticipate any local or regional closures that may be enforced it is possible for us 
to put in place contingency plans and for us to work together to do all we can to minimise any disruption 
to learning and pastoral care.  The safety and wellbeing of all members of our community remains of 
paramount importance to us and I hope this letter serves to reassure you of the thoroughness with which 
we approach our thinking.  As always, we are keen to hear from you and to receive feedback: please do 
contact your academy via the info@ email address.  
 
I am very much looking forward to welcoming all our students back to school in September. In the 
meantime, I wish you and your family a safe remainder of term and summer holiday period.  
 
With very best wishes 
 

 
 
Mrs L Griffiths 
Executive Principal: 11-16 Education 
 


