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18 September 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents / Carers  

It is a pleasure to write to you following my first two weeks of being the new Principal of The Ruth Gorse 
Academy.  

I have been extremely impressed with how rigorously our students are following the ‘new dispensation’ 
procedures designed to keep our school community safe.  Furthermore, our students are clearly thoroughly 
enjoying seeing their friends and members of staff.  I have been delighted to see the level of positive 
engagement within lessons; students are keen to focus on their studies and members of staff have taken 
great care in planning and delivering lessons which support students in gaining their confidence with the 
learning material whilst, at the same time, beginning the process of addressing any gaps in learning that 
may be apparent and also promoting and supporting the learning of new content and skills.  

I would like to take this opportunity to reassure you that members of staff at The Ruth Gorse Academy, in 
collaboration with members of staff across The GORSE Academies Trust, are carefully refining the 
curriculum and rubric planning as a consequence of the Examination Boards’ release of information 
surrounding the changes to the examination specifications for Year 11 as a consequence of the enforced 
school closure last academic year.  Planning is, of course, also being carefully considered for all year 
groups and we are working hard to ensure that all our students have timely remote learning materials 
available in the event that they need to self-isolate.  

Within the challenge that this global pandemic presents I know from talking to many families that you 
continue to champion the value of education and seeing your child in school amongst their peers and 
school staff has brought a sense of normality and happiness to our young people. We are fully committed 
to providing a safe and purposeful learning experience for this to continue.  We are, however, conscious 
that the advice and guidance from the government is dynamic in relation to the regulations around self-
isolation and I would, therefore, like to take this opportunity to reinforce some key messages in respect of 
this.  

 
Advice to All Parents 
 

Symptoms 

The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of: 

• new continuous cough and/or 

• high temperature and/or 

• a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. For further information please refer 

to: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 

 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
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What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID-19  

 

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they must not come to school and should remain at home 

for at least 10 days from the date when their symptoms appeared. Anyone with symptoms will be eligible 

for testing and this can be arranged via https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119.  

Your child will be able to return to school if their test is negative, providing they have not been required to 

self-isolate as a consequence of being in ‘close contact’ with a person who has recently tested positive for 

COVID-19; where this is the case your child should continue to self-isolate for 14 days as per the paragraph 

below.  

 

Where a person develops symptoms all other household members who remain well, must stay at home 

and not leave the house for 14 days. This includes anyone in your ‘Support Bubble’. The 14-day period 

starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill.  Household members should not go to 

work, school or public areas and exercise should be taken within the home. If the person who originally 

developed symptoms has a test and it is negative, the household does not need to continue to self-isolate 

providing that the household has not been required to self-isolate as a consequence of being in ‘close 

contact’ with a person who has recently tested positive for COVID-19.  

  

If your child has been asked to self-isolate by Test and Trace, by the academy or a medical professional 

as a consequence of being in close contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 they must 

self-isolate for 14 days as per the paragraph above.  Your household will not need to self-isolate at this 

time unless they have been instructed to also self-isolate, however, if any other member of the household 

develops symptoms during this time the whole household will need to self-isolate until you receive a 

negative test result.   
 
We would like to make you aware that we have had two confirmed cases of COVID-19 within the academy. 
This is two cases within our cohort of 1,250 students and 150 members of staff, equivalent to 0.14% of the 
school population.  

 

We know that you may find this concerning but we are continuing to monitor the situation and are working 

closely with Public Health England and our team of Health and Safety experts within The GORSE 

Academies Trust. On Wednesday, I was commended by a member of the Local Authority Health and 

Safety team for our swift and decisive action. Please be reassured that for most people, coronavirus 

(COVID-19) will be a mild illness. Rest assured that the small number of children who have been in close 

contact with the confirmed cases have received an individual letter and will be staying at home for 14 days. 

For all other students, the academy remains open and your child should continue to attend if they remain 

well. 

 

How to stop COVID-19 spreading 

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-

19.   

 

Do: 

• wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds;  

• use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available; 

• wash your hands as soon as you get home; 

https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test
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• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or 

sneeze; 

• put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards; 

• socially distance from people outside your bubble (in school and outside of school). 
 
Over the coming weeks, I will aim to write to you to keep you regularly updated on the successes taking 
place in school and also to provide you with reassurance around our daily practices and adaptations to 
measures in place to keep your child safe and confident in attending school.  
 
Finally, I wish to thank you for your understanding and support in our first two weeks of the new academic 
year. I have been overwhelmed by the high standards of behaviour and engagement that I have witnessed 
as I walk around the academy. The students are a credit to you and to the academy. I look forward to 
seeing this continue. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
 

Mr Ben Mallinson 

Principal  

 


