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September 2020  
 
Dear Parent/Carer  
 
Uniform clarification for 2020-21  
 
We were delighted to welcome back our students throughout the course of this week. Year 8, 9 & 10 have 
transitioned back for their induction day really well. Along with Year 7 and Year 11, who have impressed us as they 
have now commenced their timetabled lessons. We are delighted with how they have returned and encourage 
them to continue in this way throughout the course of the academic year ahead, showing the correct mind-set and 
attitude, to ensure they make great gains in learning.  
 
We have communicated previously regarding the uniform standards and expectations. It was pleasing to see that 
the vast majority of students in each year group, have returned with the correct uniform. It is important that students 
return to timetabled lessons with smart uniforms, which they wear with a sense of pride. We therefore, believe it is 
timely, to remind students of our uniform expectations, as these expectations are extremely high and all students 
are expected to remain smart around the academy at all times. We hope you will recognise the importance of 
ensuring that all students are regularly reminded of the academy’s expectations surrounding uniform; consistency 
is extremely important and we always try to ensure that students are treated fairly, in line with the Positive 
Discipline policy.  
   
Furthermore, we wanted to write to you to let our students know that they are now strictly unable to borrow items of 
uniform or PE kit. We asked in previous communication that all students arrived to school in the correct uniform on 
their first day back in September, which the vast majority of students did. This was to ensure all students had the 
correct school uniform and PE kit and to allow us to address any issues in a supportive manner. I would like to 
stress that under no circumstances will any item of uniform or PE kit be lent to a student; failure to arrive at school 
in the correct uniform and/or with full PE kit will result in sanctions in line with our PD Policy.  
 
Students will not be able to take part in their PE lesson if they do not arrive to school with the correct PE kit. 
Students will receive a school detention on the first two occasions if they forget or have lost items of their PE kit in 
one half term, this will then escalate to incremental isolation if the student continues to arrive at their PE lesson with 
the incorrect kit.  
 
As we are sure you will understand, we are not in a position to be lending items of uniform or PE kit during the 
current climate. The lending of PE kit could potentially transmit the Covid-19 virus, and therefore, we are 
eliminating the potential risks wherever possible, to ensure the safety of our students, their families and our staff 
body. We therefore, require all of our students to attend the academy dressed in the correct uniform every day. If 
you are unsure of the correct uniform or PE kit, please visit our academy website link below: 
https://www.ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk/academy-life/uniform/  
 
As an academy, we have received a number of uniform queries due to the current shipping delays at Price and 
Buckland. Price and Buckland are working on dispatching uniform items as and when they are in stock. 
Where uniform has not yet been delivered, students in years 7 – 10 are expected to be in full uniform, minus the 
item that you are waiting on (this may be a jumper or a tie). For students in Year 7, if you have not yet received any 
of the PE uniform items, please ensure that your child wears a plain t-shirt and plain shorts, preferably 
white/black/navy. 
 
Regarding uniform we would like to remind you about the following:  
 

https://www.ruthgorse.leeds.sch.uk/academy-life/uniform/
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• Top buttons must be fastened, shirts tucked in and ties (Years 7-10) should be pulled up to the top button. 
At no time must a student’s sleeves be rolled up. Excessive make-up should not be worn. For clarity, 
appropriate make-up is allowed and is defined as: foundation (appropriate to the student’s skin tone), black 
or brown mascara which should be worn discretely and a small amount of neutral eye shadow if desired. 
Eyeliner, blusher or bronzer is not to be worn. Where students fail to comply with the academy’s expectations 
they will be issued with a negative comment in line with the Positive Discipline policy.  

• Students are encouraged to wear a coat especially as the winter months’ approach, however, this is not part 
of the academy’s uniform. Coats are to be removed on entering the buildings and placed in bags. This is 
essential in ensuring that we can quickly identify our students through their uniform. If a student is wearing 
an outdoor garment, for example a coat or a hoodie, inside the building they will receive a negative comment.  

• Students are allowed to wear a watch (no smart watches or fit bits), one discreet ring per hand, and one 
earring per earlobe – small stud only. Earrings in other parts of the ear are not allowed neither are facial 
piercings. Students are not permitted to wear necklaces and bracelets/bands (other than for faith reasons); 
however, students are allowed to wear one charity band on their wrist.  

• It is important to note, that students who arrive in the academy wearing inappropriate footwear (this includes 
anything that looks like a trainer or any shoe that is not below the ankle) will be placed in isolation until the 
footwear is changed. Shoes must be plain black leather or black leather- look. Students are also expected 
to wear plain black, charcoal grey or grey socks. 

• All students are required to wear tailored black or charcoal (dark) grey trousers. Trousers must be tailored, 
not tight fitted that taper in at the bottom of the leg.  

• A-line, knee length skirts are permitted. A-line means that the skirt gradually widens towards the hem, giving 
the impression of the shape of a capital letter A. Bodycon and/or tube skirts are not permitted.  

• Students are allowed to wear a belt; however, this must be plain black.  
• Hairstyles should not reflect the extremes of ‘youth culture’. Hair colouring must be subtle and in natural 

colours – no pinks, reds, blues, two tone colour patterns or dip dye. Students with inappropriate hairstyles 
will be placed in isolation for a period of three days until the hairstyle has been rectified.  

• False nails are not permitted and nails must be natural in colour. False eyelashes are also not permitted.  
• Girls may wear a hijab but this must be plain black (Years 8-10) or navy blue (Year 11).  
• Students will be issued with new A4 size books; please be mindful their school bag should be suitable in size 

for A4 school books to be placed in.  
 
As students have returned over the course of this week, uniform checks have been completed and where a 
student’s uniform does not meet the correct standard the pastoral teams are making contact with you so the issue 
can be rectified. We are looking forward to working with all of our students, to drive confidence with their education, 
in a robust, yet supportive learning environment, which ultimately will see them flourish again in our World Class 
School.  
 
Finally, we would like to wish you an enjoyable weekend!  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
Miss C Loveday  
Assistant Principal  


