
 

 

  

Welcome to the first issue of our Newsletter. I 

hope that you will enjoy reading introductions 

from our Heads of Year about how the new term 

has started. In future issues, you will be able to 

read about what is happening in each year 

group, articles written by students, competitions 

as well as community news. Please feel free to 

contact the Community Cohesion team if you 

have something to celebrate and would like to 

share it in this newsletter. 

It has been a truly brilliant start to life at The Ruth Gorse Academy for 

our brand new Year 7 cohort. I am extremely proud of the way the 

students have settled into their new school and how resilient they are 

being with all of the new challenges they are facing. We have over 

250 students in Year 7 and it is fantastic to see how many polite, well-

mannered and kind people we have in our year group. I am extremely 

excited to be on this journey with the students and I am really looking 

forward to the next five years. 

Usually during our first half term, we hold a Year 7 Consultation 

Evening. This gives a chance for parents/carers to speak to and meet 

the students’ form tutor for a talk about how the student has 

transitioned from primary to secondary school and the start they 

have made at the Academy. Unfortunately, due to the current times 

we are living in, we are unable to hold this event this year. However, 

to ensure that contact is still made and those conversations are still 

taking place, all form tutors will be calling home before the end of the 

half term and this will give you the chance to speak about all of the 

things that would have been discussed at the Consultation Evening. 

This is a great opportunity for me to introduce to you the Year 7 

Team. I am the Head of Year 7, responsible for the strategic 

leadership of the Year 7 team to ensure that our new Year 7 cohort 

excel academically in their first year at The Ruth Gorse Academy, 

whilst feeling safe and valued as a member of our school community. 

We also have Miss Bromley who is our Year 7 Pastoral Officer, who is 

responsible for the proactive and reactive response to pastoral issues. 

We have Mrs Hoult who is responsible for Attendance and Mr 

Widdop who is our Year 7 Inclusion and Safeguarding Officer. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all students, 

parents/carers for your contribution to the start of life at The Ruth 

Gorse Academy. It is great to see how adaptable, understanding and 

co-operative you have all been in the first few weeks. In addition, a 

huge thank you for ensuring students arrive to the academy on time 

every single day. As I write this now we have had every student in the 

year group arrive on time for the past two days this week – 

something that is a very significant achievement considering there 

are over 250 students! So thank you and keep it up. 

 

I would like to begin by sending a huge thank you to Year 8 for the 

way that they have started the new school year. Whilst lockdown has 

brought with it numerous challenges, students have returned in an 

incredibly mature manner. The learning that I have seen taking place 

in lessons over the recent weeks has been fantastic and highlights the 

drive and determination that students have towards their education. 

As a year team, nothing makes use prouder than seeing quite clearly 

this commitment, drive and dedication that students have to their 

studies. In the coming weeks, I would urge the year group to continue 

in this fashion. Keep working hard and keep making us proud! 

Year 7 Mr Andrews 

Year 8 Miss Williamson 

Hello, I am Head of Year 9 and I absolutely LOVE my 

job and think it is such a privilege to be able to work 

with our amazing students day in and day out. I am 

very lucky to work alongside Mr Hancock, Miss 

Mackey and Miss Abbas in the Year 9 Team who help 

to look after every one of our Year 9 pupils. I am 

proud of how our Year 9 pupils have worked over the 

lockdown period and how well they have settled back 

in to academy life since returning to school in 

September. I cannot wait to see what fantastic things 

they achieve for the rest of the year. 

Year 9 Miss Burlison 

Principal Mr Mallinson  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from Mrs Khan. I am delighted to have you all back into school 

and would like to congratulate you on the amazing start you have had so 

far. Mrs Morley and I came around on Friday to stamp planners for all 

those who received a clean slate. This was most of you! We are very proud! 

Do not forget, every Friday, you can achieve extra stamps from us for your 

efforts. Keep it going Year 10. This year is going to be a brilliant year; I feel 

it! We have many exciting events planned including career events. Make 

sure you all concentrate very hard in all of your subjects as your GCSEs 

have started! 

 

Year 10 Mrs Khan 

I would like to commend Year 11 for the mature and studious 

way in which they have commenced the new academic year. 

Students have returned eager to learn, engaged and ready to 

face the challenges of the coming months. We all know it is a 

busy year preparing for the summer exams and looking at post 

16 options. As an academy, we will be supporting our students 

every step of the way during this process. We will begin our 

work on post 16 options during our Positive Discipline lessons. 

We are very proud of our students and their commitment, 

dedication and focus to Year 11 so far. 

 

0000 

Year 11 Miss Loveday 

Upcoming Events: 

Thursday 21st September 

2020 – New Year 11 

Consultation Evening 1 

Monday 9th November 2020 

– Mock Examination Series 1 

begins 

Monday 7th December 2020 

– Year 11 Consultation 

Evening 2 (including Mock 

results 



Student Council  

 

 

Jenesix 9ACA amazed me with the effort 

that she put into her summer project on 

the impact of Covid-19. The artwork is 

truly amazing and the research conducted 

is excellent.  Such a great start with my 

new form seeing this fantastic work. 

Mrs Campbell 

 

 

Dear Mr Mallinson 

I just wanted to drop you a short email to highlight 

that some of your students are an absolute credit to 

your school. Last Thursday afternoon I unfortunately 

fell in the Road (corner of Hunslet Road and 

Butterley street), other than cuts and bruises, I am 

absolutely fine, albeit a little shook up at the time, 

however a number of young people from Ruth 

Gorse were passing at the time, and didn’t hesitate 

to stop to try and help me. One young man offered 

to help pick up my belongings, whilst two young girls 

stayed to check I was ok. They were genuine, caring 

and helpful and I was so grateful for their concern. I 

am sorry to not have got their names to pass on my 

thanks to them, I work in education too, and find 

parents and Public are often quick to communicate 

the negatives, I just wanted to ensure I 

communicated what a positive impact they made 

last week and they are a credit to the school. 

Kind regards 

Donna Feeny 

 

Student Councillors are a group of 

students in Years 7-10 who 

represent student voice across the 

academy.  

They will work closely together 

across the year with all members 

of their year group and work 

alongside the Prefect Team. 

They will meet with the Senior 

Leadership Team and Governors to 

share their vision for the year. 

If you want to be a part of the 

student council and represent the 

voice of your year group, please 

see your form tutor and complete 

an application form on Google 

classrooms. The deadline to apply 

is Thursday 1st October. Good 

luck! Mrs Malik 

 

 

 

 

Summer Learning Project 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

The Community Cohesion Team would like to thank all who have 

contributed to this first issue. 

Our focus is to support the on-going outstanding work that is 

already taking place within our Academy and extend this to the 

wider community around us.  

We hope you have enjoyed reading this first issue.  

 

Was this you? - A lovely 

email from a member of the public. 

Community Cohesion. 

Thank you to all the staff who 

supported the Macmillan Coffee 

Morning. We raised a total of 

£62.05. 


